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1. Tamil Nadu Administration & Governance

A. Tamil Nadu Assembly Elections 2026: Schedule and Framework

The Election Commission of India (ECI) has officially announced the schedule
for the 16th Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly

elections. L e
Poll Date: April 23, 2026 (Single Phase).

Counting of Votes: May 4, 2026.
Model Code of Conduct (MCC): Immediate effect

from the announcement date.
Voter Statistics: The total number of electors in
the State stands at 5,67,74,436. This includes Euliledill

12.51 lakh first-time voters (age 18-19). iy Monday, 4 MAY
Constituency Reservations: Out of 234 seats, |

44 are reserved for Scheduled Castes (SC) and 2 | s
for Scheduled Tribes (ST). /| 3 "1
Logistics: There are 75,032 polling booths, with (1 # ;l
258 managed entirely by women to promote

gender inclusivity.

Background for TNPSC:

Article 324: Grants the ECI powers of superintendence, direction, and
control of elections.

MCC Guidelines: These are non-statutory guidelines for political parties and
candidates to ensure free and fair elections.

Demographic Dividend: The high number of first-time voters (12.51 lakh)
reflects Tamil Nadu's demographic profile, a key topic in "Social Justice and
Human Development Indicators".

B. The "Tamil Nadu Model" of Welfare and Economic Growth

In a detailed interview, Finance Minister Thangam Thennarasu defended the
State’s welfare model against criticisms of being "fiscally irresponsible".

Welfare Rationale: Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) schemes like Kalaignar
Magalir Urimai Thogai (Monthly entitlement for women) and Pudhumai
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Penn (Higher education grant for girls) are viewed as investments in human
capital.

Economic Impact: The Vidiyal Payanam Thittam (Free bus travel for
women) has significantly improved female mobility and access to employment.
One Trillion Dollar Goal: The State recorded a real growth rate of 11.19% in
2024-25 and aims for a $1 trillion economy by 2030-31.

Background for TNPSC:

Fiscal Management: Mention the FRBM Act (Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management) which mandates keeping debt within manageable
GSDP limits. Tamil Nadu’s inclusive growth model is a frequent topic in Mains
(Paper-III: Indian Economy).

2. National Polity and Social Issues

A. Revised Rules for DGP Appointment

The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) has revised the empanelment
rules for State Directors-General of Police (DGP).

The Change: State governments must now obtain the Supreme Court's
consent for any delay in submitting the list of eligible DGP-rank officers for
empanelment.

Background for TNPSC:

Prakash Singh Case (2006): The Supreme Court laid down seven directives
for police reforms, including a fixed two-year tenure for DGPs to prevent
political interference. This is a vital topic for "Indian Polity" and "Ethics in
Governance."

B. Removal of the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)

An MP has submitted a notice for the removal of CEC Gyanesh Kumar, citing
charges of partisan conduct.

Constitutional Process: Under Article 324(5), the CEC can only be removed
from office in a manner and on grounds similar to a Judge of the Supreme
Court (Proved misbehaviour or incapacity).

Background for TNPSC:
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Constitutional Bodies: Contrast the removal process of the CEC (protected)
with that of Election Commissioners (who can be removed on the
recommendation of the CEC).

C. Supreme Court Judgment on Menstrual Leave

The Supreme Court refused to entertain a petition seeking a law for
mandatory menstrual leave for women workers and students.

Court’s View: The Bench cautioned that mandatory leave could lead to
employers being reluctant to hire women for high-responsibility roles, thus
unintentionally harming their careers.

Alternative: The Court encouraged "voluntary" initiatives by States and
organizations rather than a central » LT
law.

Background for TNPSC:

Article 15 & 16: Right against
discrimination vs Special Provisions o0 om wiLL HIRE WOMEN
for women. This case study iS scONMENSTRUAL LEAVES PLEA
essential for "Social Justice" and "Role msesesesams

of Women in Society."

D. Census 2027 and DNT Communities

Leaders of Denotified, Nomadic, and Semi-nomadic Tribe (DNT)
communities have moved the Supreme Court seeking a separate count in the
upcoming 2027 Census.

Argument: Lack of distinct data has prevented these communities from
accessing targeted government benefits.

Background for TNPSC:
Idate Commission: Appointed to study the status of DNTs. Historically, these

tribes were criminalized under the British-era Criminal Tribes Act, 1871,
before being "de-notified" in 1952.

3. International Relations and Economy
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A. India-EU Strategic Partnership

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar visited Brussels to meet EU
leadership.

Context: This is the first major visit after the India-EU Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) was firmed up in January 2026.

Objective: To deepen the strategic partnership and discuss energy security
amid the Iran-U.S. conflict.

B. West Asia Conflict and Energy Security

Despite the ongoing conflict in West Asia, the Indian government has assured
stability in fuel supplies.

Self-Sufficiency: India remains self-sufficient in the production of petrol and
diesel but monitors crude oil imports.

Strategic Movement: The Indian tanker Jag Landki successfully transported
80,800 tonnes of Murban crude oil from the UAE despite attacks on
terminals in the region.

Background for TNPSC:
Energy Security: Discuss India's Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR)

located in Visakhapatnam, Mangalore, and Padur as a buffer against
geopolitical shocks.

4. Editorial Analysis:

Editorial 1: "Respectable Death'" — The -Ethics of Euthanasia and
Constitutional Morality

Context:
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The editorial discusses the judicial and ethical
evolu tion of the "Right to Die with Dignity" in Hye
India. It highlights how the judiciary uses

"Constitutional Morality" to address sensitive COURT ALLOWS FIRST EVER
issues that the legislature often avoids. ANVIIEUTHANASIA CASE

Core Analysis:

. Constitutional Morality: The editorial argues
that the Constitution is not just a legal document ¢
but an ethical framework. When society faces
complex moral dilemmas (like euthanasia), the
courts must rely on constitutional values like
dignity and autonomy.

. Individual Autonomy: It emphasizes that "Right
to Life" under Article 21 is not merely about animal
existence but about living with dignity, which
includes the right to choose the manner of one’s
death in terminal conditions.

TNPSC Background & Syllabus Link (Unit:
Indian Polity - Fundamental Rights & Judiciary):

Article 21: "No person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty except
according to procedure established by law."

Landmark Judgments:

P. Rathinam vs. Union of India (1994): Initially held that Right to Life
includes Right to Die (later overturned).

Gian Kaur vs. State of Punjab (1996): Clarified that Right to Life does not
include Right to Die, but "Right to Die with Dignity" is part of life.

Aruna Shanbaug Case (2011): The Supreme Court allowed Passive
Euthanasia for the first time under strict guidelines.

Common Cause vs. Union of India (2018): A 5-judge bench declared "Right
to Die with Dignity" as a Fundamental Right. It legalized Living Wills
(Advance Medical Directives).

Concept of "Living Will": A document where a person specifies in advance
what medical actions should be taken if they are no longer able to make
decisions for themselves due to illness or incapacity.

Editorial 2: "Electoral Integrity and the Watchdog" - Role of the ECI in
2026 Polls

Context:
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With the announcement of the 2026
Tamil Nadu Assembly Elections, this
editorial analyzes the challenges faced by
the Election Commission of India (ECI) in
maintaining a level playing field,
especially regarding "Money Power" and
the "Model Code of Conduct" (MCC).

Core Analysis:

. Voter Inducement: The editorial notes that Tamil Nadu has a history of high
cash seizures during elections. It calls for stricter monitoring of digital
transactions and "gift" distributions.

. Institutional Independence: It discusses the recent controversies
surrounding the appointment and removal of Election Commissioners,
emphasizing that the ECI must not only be independent but also seen to be
independent.

TNPSC Background & Syllabus Link (Unit: Indian Polity - Elections):

Part XV of the Constitution (Articles 324 to 329): Deals with the electoral
system.

Article 324: Vests the power of superintendence, direction, and control of
elections in the ECI.

Representation of the People Act (RPA), 1951: This is the primary law
governing how elections are conducted, including the disqualification of
candidates and corrupt practices.

Model Code of Conduct (MCC): It is a set of guidelines issued by the ECI for
the conduct of political parties and candidates during elections. Note: MCC
does not have statutory (legal) backing but is enforced through the ECI’s
constitutional powers.

Section 126 of RPA: Prohibits public meetings and campaigning 48 hours
before the conclusion of polls (Silent Period).

Editorial 3: "Welfare vs. Fiscal Prudence" - The Tamil Nadu Economic
Model

Context:

This editorial evaluates the fiscal health of Tamil Nadu in the wake of massive
spending on social welfare schemes like the Kalaignar Magalir Urimai Thogai.
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It debates whether such "Subsidies" lead to a "Debt Trap" or "Human Capital
Development."

Core Analysis:

. The Dravidian Model: The editorial supports the view that welfare spending
in TN acts as a "Social Safety Net." Schemes for women's education (Pudhumai
Penn) and free bus travel have increased the female labor force participation
rate (LFPR).

. Fiscal Deficit Challenges: While the social outcomes are good, the editorial
warns about the increasing Debt-to-GSDP ratio. It suggests that the State
must find new revenue sources beyond GST and liquor taxes.

TNPSC Background & Syllabus Link (Unit: TN Administration &
Economy):

GSDP (Gross State Domestic Product): Tamil Nadu is the second-largest
economy in India. Its target is to reach a $1 Trillion economy by 2030.
FRBM Act (Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management): States are
required to keep their fiscal deficit within 3% of GSDP (though relaxations
were given post-COVID).

Revenue Sources: Under the GST regime, States have limited "Fiscal
Autonomy." Their primary independent revenue comes from State Excise
(Liquor), Stamp Duty, and Petrol/Diesel taxes.

Human Development Index (HDI): Tamil Nadu consistently ranks high due
to its "Universal Health" and "Universal Education" approach.

Editorial 4: "Digital Sovereignty and Data Privacy" — The AI Challenge
Context:

The editorial discusses the rise of Al-generated misinformation (Deepfakes)
and the need for India to have a robust Digital India Act to replace the aging
IT Act of 2000.

Core Analysis:

. Algorithmic Bias: The editorial warns that Al can perpetuate social biases,
affecting everything from job recruitment to credit scores.

. Privacy as a Right: It links data protection to the Puttaswamy judgment,
arguing that a citizen's data should not be used by tech giants without
explicit, informed consent.
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TNPSC Background & Syllabus Link (Unit: Science & Technology /
Current Affairs):

Article 21 & Privacy: The Supreme Court in K.S. Puttaswamy vs. Union of
India (2017) declared the Right to Privacy as a Fundamental Right.

Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023: The landmark law that
regulates how personal data is processed by "Data Fiduciaries."

IT Act, 2000: The primary law for cybercrime and e-commerce in India.
Section 66A was a famous section struck down by the SC in the Shreya

Singhal case.

National Strategy for AI (NITI Aayog): India's roadmap for "Al for All,"
focusing on healthcare, agriculture, and education.

Summary Table for Quick Revision:

Editorial gf)?:s titutional Key Relevance to
Topic . Committee/Case TNPSC
Article
Right to . Common Cause Fthics /
. Article 21 Fundamental
Die Case (2018) .
Rights
Election . Dinesh Goswami ([Polity / TN|
Integrity LS P& i Committee Elections 2026
Welfare Article 38 & 39 TN Administration
Economy (DPSP) FRBM Act / Economy
Da.ta Article 21 Puttaswamy Science & Tech /
Privacy Judgment Governance

5. Miscellaneous Facts for Prelims
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History (100 Years Ago): On March 15, 1926, a public meeting was held in
Calcutta to protest the government's proposal to move the Imperial Library
to Delhi. (Now known as the National Library of India).

Environment: The Tamil Nadu PWD collaborated with the Environmentalist
Foundation of India (EFI) to install solar-powered aerators in lakes to boost
ecological health.

Human Rights: The Supreme Court is monitoring investigations into
Manipur violence through a Special Investigation Team (SIT) led by Dattatray
Padsalgikar.

Unique Election Fact: A polling booth at Vellimalai in Theni district will be
set up for just 5§ voters, requiring officials to trek for 3 hours through difficult
terrain.

Current Affairs MCQs

. When is the 2026 Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly election scheduled to be
held?

A) April 14
B) April 23
C) May 4

D) March 20

. How many seats are reserved for Scheduled Castes (SC) in the Tamil Nadu
Assembly as per the recent announcement?

A) 34
B) 42
C) 44
D) 46

. According to the Election Commission of India, what is the total number of
electors in Tamil Nadu?

A) 4.55 Crore

B) 5.67 Crore
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C) 6.12 Crore
D) 5.20 Crore

. UPSC has recently revised the rules for DGP empanelment. What is the
minimum remaining service period required for an officer to be eligible?

A) 3 months
B) 6 months
C) 1 year

D) 2 years

. Which commission is associated with studying the status and needs of
Denotified, Nomadic, and Semi-nomadic Tribe (DNT) communities?

A) Mandal Commission
B) Idate Commission

C) Sarkaria Commission
D) Kothari Commission

. In which landmark case did the Supreme Court of India recognize the "Right
to Die with Dignity" as a fundamental right?

A) Kesavananda Bharati case

B) Common Cause vs Union of India
C) Shreya Singhal case

D) Vishaka case

. What was the real GSDP growth rate of Tamil Nadu for the year 2024-25 as
per the Finance Minister’s statement?

A) 9.5%

B) 10.2%
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C) 11.19%
D) 12.4%

8. What is the name of the Indian tanker that successfully transported Murban
crude oil from the UAE during the recent West Asia tensions?

A) Jag Landki
B) INS Vikramaditya
C) MT New Diamond
D) Swarna Kamal
9. The Supreme Court recently refused to entertain a petition seeking mandatory
leave for which category, citing concerns about employment prospects for
women?
A) Child Care Leave
B) Menstrual Leave
C) Study Leave

D) Paternity Leave

10. In March 1926, protests were held in Calcutta against the government's
proposal to move which library to Delhi?

A) National Library
B) Imperial Library
C) Connemara Library

D) Saraswathi Mahal Library

Answer Key

1. B) April 23
2. C)44
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B) 5.67 Crore

B) 6 months

B) Idate Commission

B) Common Cause vs Union of India
C) 11.19%

A) Jag Landki

B) Menstrual Leave

0. B) Imperial Library
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1. FTeUGEHF Q&F W ST (International News)

QW& & mail6or ‘G &F8ng.60T 301" (Section 301) 691 &FITIy6t 60T

QFWS): 90fl&s arsssll e pls (USTR) sveaieussd, @b Wi
2 arefllLL Hlov BTHSHEHEHGSG THIMH 'CFIqeT 301 & TIen6oremn Ul
Q&ML RIS U 6TeTs.

smyevorld: @BHWwmellev GlWEFES QST&GEH &6 (Solar modules), 3a6rfl,
TG MM QULETT Q&Wl&EHe &G Waimmle '8 & LI UITeoT
2 MUSGHG Hmedr (Excess capacity) @HLILSTEH AOWLF&HSET GHMOLD
FTLOHmg. Gl 'sLLmu 2 emplil] (Forced labour) LISTT&H606TULD
AUl6| QEFWSHMSI.

SMH&EWL: @8 2 MGHUUGSSLILLLT, @nbHwmaller gmhminGlLl
QUMBL&HEHHGS THTTH CWIGHET FaBlEev auflesemer (Tariffs) & &85
GUITUILIL|6ITETS).

LS edreorevorl (Group 1 GHT&ERG): Q&S FHHHE FLL LD 1974-60
Nfley 301, mplwmwWLmm eIIHSHE5 BHOL(NMME6T  6IH TG &TeTeT
O F&ES AFLUMHSHESG AHSTTLD 6flEHm.

CLMS LF W CLOMH 6L LDMMILD &EFIT 6T600T Gl 60T L 6l 6M6V:

@) 6NVGBITEL-FIMeT GLOMHEVIMTEY &HEFT 6TevoTQ 60Tl allemev e GLIFev 118
LTV TS 2 W HSI6TETS.

SLLVETT GUITE GH6UTS S 60 LOWIBIG6T: 2 605 61600TGl6voT U G5 emauuilev 5-
L 1 UmlE ammFwwev Hrlemevor (Strait of Hormuz) eudlims e, 10-60 1
LMI@ LML 6Téu-106oorGLLI (Bab el-Mandeb) LOMMILD @UI6NV  85MT6V6U T
QPN WMEHe|D QFLHMSI. @B LI LIGH &H6T6L gmLIBILD CLOMSHEV&HET 2 605
flFsS UMSISTINNDE 6565015560 MESLD.

COP 30 (QU@e6vLD, LNCTF6L):

BeULDLIT 2025-60 LIGT&edletr QILIG6vLD H&fl6v HEnL_QLIMM COP 30 DM BT
"QFWOLOSSHHNESHTeT  DMBTEH"  (COP  of  Implementation)  eT60T
MPSHSLILOSHMS.

@56 B GCLOELTEIITENID &HITELHIEMN6V DTMME H(LPEUEIET 6MLOWILDITE
MaNGsLILUL B 6T, 59 QUGA6ID HWeuev GSMISTLIg&6T (Belém
Adaptation Indicators) _(Heumd & LILIL_(h6ITeIT6oT.

2. Ga&F\W QF WIS &6t (National News)

2026 FLLLOGTME C&IJSH6V56IT:
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SOLBTMH, CHI6TT, ervevmd WMmmID L&sEGFKlullév gLligey 9 NSV
CHIHVHET QSTLEIGHTmeT. SODBITLIQ) LTV 23 6T
AMHGLILUT6 B QLMID. G0 4 60TMI (N6 56T A mlelld s L.
el BLoms  ABemsdr  (MCC):  CaIHL  CxHH
IMeNSG&HLILL L)L 60T MCC SI0VEG aUbSl6Tergl. almGsefley 10 el &
epUMTLUSGE Gy QLUTHIL j6vevg allFHIJmeusy QEFUISTey Dmeul L
CHIH 3H & Mflee6T (DEO) & 60018 600t |L1LITT&H6IT.

FuUTamy SlemmLsLD (Chabahar Port):

LHEHW  LLQZLIGL FUTADT SODWHSEHDEG b @&5H0
@VVMTHMG 6TH T 5L F 56T alnF & & SieTermeot.

eoreoteonll: WSHW PFAW BTOSHEBHLET QUISSHES ST
goUuBSHaD, UTHGTmeTES SalfsHsealn  FImalle) @bhss
SODWHESMS GHHWT CLLUOSSH GRS QBHWT h& 6oy
120 6LENWIGHT LITeul (PSS 60L& Q&I SI6TETS.

19.831L9 (DGP) mlwioeors &M & meor UPSC eSS &6t

LrBlev 19EIL-Gemersd CHIHASHILILGH6 SHTINGLD gMLIL LT, LOMBlev
TF 2 55 BHaOTMSH T inGHenuwlll Qum Ceuevor(hd eTeor UPSC
LS W 158 6m6T 2_(H6eu M8 F) U 6TeTS!.

L edrevrevor]: LNpasmaq G eups @ STLillerg ' QummiliL] 1988l (Acting
DGP) plwdllug FLLaNGrmsd. @ Sl eule QUMIMSHES 3
IDTHBIGER&HEGEG (WeaTCLU  UPSC-6& SG&HWmer  AFHemiflserler
UL 1Q U606V Q&1L Geueoor(hLD.

3. HALB TR QFWSH &6 (Tamil Nadu News)

Cx 5 6L Lemerfledl 6uymhissei:
SOLDBITL 96T QOTS S UTHSTETISH6T: &INMT

N FElectionsWithMin
5.67 G&ITL..
QLMSE  COSTE&H&HET: 234 @l 44

QBTGB &H6T SC-HGLD, 2 QBTGB &HET ST-SHGLD
RSIGSLLLL H60(150STESH &6l

Qeuedterflinemey UM GFFMeu]:  GHenll
LTIl LLD euGEHTH LUGHUNL 2 6TeT @\HSEF *ﬁ Monday, 4 MAY
FaUgUilel QeumId 5 UMTSSTETF&ET L HiGWL | %
% ¢ :

P jm

o aTemeTy. @&HM&ETH CHIHL AFSHTHH6T 3
neoofl GBI SHTHIEGEHEHEGET BLBHSH QF6V6v
Goueoor(H)LD.
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L0& 6T Hevd B L MIS6T LnMMILD /KIS Blemevemin:

smevEeT wsefly 2 flemnd QFTMSH: QLIETHEHESE TSI 1000
ePLM QUPBIGLD @SS LI GessTHsalar Bl &H5HH TS5
2 MG QFWUSHMS.

Halemoll Quetor SILLLID: 78l uUeteflsefley LIgSs 2 wFseval
GF (LD LnMmeooTal 5 EH & & DML 1000 ep LML ULpBISLILIGSR mS.

AliguI6L LIWeDoTD: QUEIT&HEH&HE BbaHIL CUBbEIsGaflev @eveusL]
LiWeooTldD. @& GlLIevordserfledr Lieoofl eumuliliL] WMMID QUITIHETTSTY
BLIOMTL LSS AT &S Si6Tens.

B LN eorevrevnr]: 15-615! B15) 21,600600T WIS S 6V SLALDBITL 19607 UL LIS Fe
4079% U&5HE GOMESLILILB6TaTE (9-60uF BIH L6t sHe @)\l
7.932% 918 Q(HHSHS)).

4. (&S W G606V LLIMIS MG 6T (Editorials)

1. 86v0T6UOIIWILOM6OT LOFevoTld (Respectable Death) — & (IH61)600TE G & IT6DIGV
DM MID ST EF WevenoLiL] M@ B

56016V WLIMI & & &) 60T & (H& & LD:
Live
@QbSS  HEOEUWIHBISGID "5 e00T600MLIS &I 60T e
QAMEGIL oMo’ Glss UL moih  COURTALLOWS FIRST EVER
sTiSE aeTidfsamer  eaNaumr@es@ms.  PASSIVEIITITHINTNS
FLLWeTMD SNFeHEGIH FeHseumear FensLl
L7 & & e eorsHemerss SI&s, b5 Hs160Mm
eleUTm  "SIFFlwevenolil]  SMEBMleOW” Lo
(Constitutional Morality) LWETUGSSIPMS | e
TTLINS @) & eTsHESHMS!. .

TNPSC UWUMLSHILLS QsTLIY (@HSHwW
LA UNwW6L - 919 LILIeoL 2_flemn & 6iT):

¥ifley 21 (Article  21): "FLLSHeTM6L
gOHLUBSSLILLL BeonL(wwenmullerily eorn,
6TH SR e BLfler 2 Ul 6vevgl SeoflliLl L
FSHHTD LMGHLILLESLTS." @& Gleumid
o uly QUMLDEUEM S L (HLD6V6Y,
&>600T600T | LIS SIL_60T QUITLPaUMS LD GMI&EHMSI.
WNEEH W UL G (G GET:
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9. pHeorid vs @B W weoflwedr (1994): 2 uly eumed 2 flemouilev
QMG 2 flemnu]ld SILMIGLD 6T60T (N&H6Y6L SnmLUILIL L Gl.

G\ W T6dT 61T vs LIEHFITLI LOITBlevld (1996): @M& G 2 [flenln g LILiemL
o fleold  S6VeV, ETMTEL "SeooTeool WS SILET @mEGW 2 [flemin”
aurpe]iflemnuiler sp(h LGS 6T60Td QG 6fleyLIHSSLILL LS.

SI(HEVOTT QQMeOTLIMS 6UP&GE (2011): Hlev  BILIGHS60)60TSH 65 L_60T
'DMUNHES &H(IHeD6ETEHGCIHTem6' (Passive Euthanasia) (LD&6V(LLEDMUITE
IVNFGHEHLILL LG,

&ITLD 60T SIT6MN vs @) IH S W W, 601wl 68T (2018): 5 (HF) LIS 56T Q& T600TL 3{L0F6),
"G 600T600N LG SIL 60T @m&HGD 2 flemwenwl” gliLienl 2 flemowins
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