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International & Global Context

Middle East Tensions: Ongoing conflicts in West Asia caused the Indian Rupee
to fall to an all-time low of 95.23/USD. Brent oil prices hovered near $110
per barrel, putting pressure on oil-importing economies like India.

Global Supply Chain Impact: Supply disruptions linked to the West Asia
conflict hit India's LPG consumption, which | e
fell by 16% in April. :
Strait of Hormuz: The U.S. military

engaged Iranian forces to reopen the Strait . : . sTRAITOF
of Hormuz after UAE oil facilities were ' ;
allegedly targeted by Iran. ARABIA

European Defence: NATO leaders noted |
that Europeans have "gotten the message"
from Donald Trump on increasing their
own defence spending.

ARABIAN
SEA

Important Editorials & Background Information
(TNPSC Group 1 Standard)

1. The Rise of the "Electoral-Professional Party"

Theoretical Framework: As theorized by political scientist Angelo Panebianco,
there is a global shift from ideological mass parties to "electoral-professional
parties".

Characteristics: These parties are organized around campaign managers,
consultants, and pollsters rather than ideologically motivated cadres.
State-Level Examples:

DMK (Tamil Nadu): M.K. Stalin’s "CEO style" leadership transformed the party
into a centralized, welfare-driven machine.

TMC (West Bengal): Repurposed cadres to focus on professional benefit delivery
and voter mobilization.

CPI(M) (Kerala): Pinarayi Vijayan's "personalistic management" shifted the party
away from its traditional collective decision-making.

Significance: While efficient for welfare delivery, this "managerial politics" can
depoliticize the electorate, leading them toward "populist outsiders" like TVK in
Tamil Nadu.

2. Election Laws & Model Code of Conduct (MCC)

Background of MCC: The MCC was first drafted by the Kerala government in
1960 and formalized by the Election Commission in 1968.



Article 324: In the Mohinder Singh Gill (1978) case, the Supreme Court
described Article 324 as a "reservoir of power" for the EC to act where Parliament
has not legislated.

Current Issue (PM’s Broadcast): Questions were raised regarding whether using
public broadcasters like Doordarshan for campaign messages violates Part VII
of the MCC, which prohibits the party in power from using government
machinery for partisan coverage.

Representation of the People Act (RPA) 1951:

Section 123(3): Defines "corrupt practices" : @
related to appeals based on religion, race, caste, \

etc..

Abhiram Singh (2017): The SC settled that the WHAT IS

term "his" in the Act applies to both the candidate MODEL CODE OF

and the voter. CONDUCT?

Section 123(7): Prohibits obtaining assistance TR
from government SCI'V&ntS (gazetted Offlcers s issued by the Election Commission of India for the

conduct of political parties and candidates during

police) for election prospeCtS. elections. The Model Code of Conduct comes into

wnze,, force il diately with the of the
I dule by the C ission for ensuring

MAHA free and fair elections.
3. Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006 vs. State Laws aﬂ){

Legal Conflict: Despite the FRA 2006 (a central

law) recognizing grazing rights in all forests, including tiger reserves, state
authorities in Tamil Nadu often use the Tamil Nadu Forest Act (TNFA) 1882 to
issue eviction orders.

High Court Rulings: The Madras High Court has historically banned grazing in
tiger reserves citing the 1882 Act, often ignoring the FRA.

Supreme Principle: A core legal principle is that any provisions in earlier laws
or court orders that are inconsistent with a later law (FRA 2006) are null and
void. Since FRA is a Central law, it overrides inconsistent State laws.

4. Federalism & The Role of Regional Parties

Federal Pressure: The BJP’s willingness to \
expand its footprint by bending norms is INDIA'S FE
placing "immense pressure on India’s federal
democracy".

Bulwarks of Opposition: Regional parties like
DMK and TMC have been key bulwarks within INOA it AN
Parliament (e.g., during the Delimitation Bill DECODING THE RISEOF EGIONAL PARTES
vote).

Challenge Ahead: The 2026 results suggest a trend toward larger frames of
reference (mediated by social media) over traditional regional mobilizations,
forcing these parties to adapt to new challenges.

DERALISM

Economy, Science & Tech (Exam Points)



Electronic Gold Receipt (EGR): The National Stock Exchange (NSE) launched
EGRs as a new segment for transparent and efficient gold price discovery,
bridging physical gold with financial markets.

Nano Fertilisers: IFFCO is promoting Nano Urea, Nano DAP, and Nano NPK as
part of the "Sahkar Se Samriddhi" and Atmanirbhar Bharat vision to improve
soil health and increase agricultural yields.
RPwD Act Amendment: The Supreme
Court (using Article 142) included
survivors of forcible acid ingestion
under the definition of "acid attack victims"
in the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Act, 2016, allowing them retrospective
access to disability benefits.

NISAR Satellite: Imagery from the NISAR
(NASA-ISRO SAR) satellite is being used to
monitor sinking ground and water crises
(e.g., in Mexico City), which is crucial for
long-term mitigation.

Wheat Exports: India has resumed wheat exports after a 4-year gap due to
ample stocks and high global prices.
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TNPSC Group 1 Standard MCQs (May 0S5, 2026)

1. Which state government first drafted the Model Code of Conduct (MCC)
in 1960?

A) Tamil Nadu
B) Kerala

C) West Bengal
d) Maharashtra

2. Which central law overrides inconsistent provisions regarding grazing
rights in forests, including Tiger Reserves?

A) Tamil Nadu Forest Act 1882
B) Wildlife Protection Act 1972

C) Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006



D) Environmental Protection Act 1986

3. What is the main characteristic of an 'Electoral-Professional Party'?
A) Reliance on ideological cadres for campaigning

B) Use of professional campaign managers and consultants

C) Candidates must have a professional degree to contest

D) Direct funding by the government for all election expenses

4. In which landmark case did the Supreme Court describe Article 324 as a
'reservoir of power' for the Election Commission?

A) Kesavananda Bharati Case (1973)
B) Mohinder Singh Gill Case (1978)
C) SR Bommai Case (1994)

D) Abhiram Singh Case (2017)

5. NISAR is a joint satellite mission between NASA and which other space
agency?

A) ESA

B) ISRO

C) JAXA

D) Roscosmos

6. What was the record low value of the Indian Rupee against the US Dollar
in early May 2026?

A) 82.50
B) 88.10
C) 95.23

D) 99.00



NoaR b=

7. The Supreme Court used Article 142 to extend disability benefits to

which group in 2026?

A) Retired military personnel

B) Survivors of forcible acid ingestion
C) Senior citizens above 90 years

D) Victims of road accidents

Answers Only

B (Kerala)

C (Forest Rights Act 2006)

B (Use of professional campaign managers)
B (Mohinder Singh Gill Case)

B (ISRO)

C (95.23)

B (Survivors of forcible acid ingestion)
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TNPSC GCFellmamer (WN&HEHWL LleiTeren1s H&HeUueL&6T (Background
Info for Group 1)

3. QHHW TFWev jemioLiL] (Indian Polity)

C5I56v-Q5mLSleL (MM SLG (Electoral-Professional Party):
SHHTVEHEHL SGLFHT Qsmeatans:sEemner ., CHIH6L GCLOEITETIS6T
(Consultants) WMHMID eleMDUT 2 5H&HEHHCH AHs& WERUWSSIID
Q& T([H &5 TM6T.

CsI56L LM IFH&6T (MCC): CHIHL BLSMS aFH6er ngHedlev
1960-60 G&HJ6T IJFML 2 (HaUTHSLUULLG. Mm@ 1968-60 CHIZH6v
Q60)600T UG STV (LEMLUILINSSLILIL LS.

Fr55l 324 (Article 324): CHIH) UMTLSHMNGHS CHIHM6V HLES
W SH&MIND QEOLILMS G\Lnrr@mgsn F\m Hev (1978) euy;aa@

2 MIHLILGSH WS Rae

o). FLLID Hmih BE) oy

HORMUZ

(Law & Justice) o

ARABIA

euetT 2 flednd &LLIWb (FRA) 2006:
@&&L LI LILO MBI G1q U 60T (H & & &
&Th &6ty Guuisge 2 [flemmenwl (Grazing rights) QULBIGRMS. @S
LOMBl6V QUEITE FL L MigGemeT el GLO6VIT6TS.

LTHMISSHmermerfl&eT FLLID (RPwD Act): 2 556H060TMHID FIH S 142-
ol uweTu® ST, WHL ofFFlermev  LUMTHEHSLILILL6ITSHEHEGLD
LOIT D 018 &) M 60T T6rfl 85 615 & & T60T F8VI6MB>56M 6T QULNMEIS 2 55Tl (H6Tergl.

Q). siMlellwev LDMMILD
Qs MHl6LBILLILD (Science
& Tech)

Electronic Gold Receipt (EGR):
SHIGHMS 19831116V (wemmuilev
GFllés NSE (GHFW LURIGE FHens)
EGR-8 MW &LILIG S W 6Terngl. =
NISAR Q&FWMeNSH S CEHMTET: NASA . —

MMID ISRO @emerhd 2 (haUuTHHW Q@ bheHTF Qacu_lmsmasascgasrrerr




Blevssly BT  wommid  Wlulledr  IDTMHMBEIGEN6TES & 60018 Moot 1885 L]
LweTUOSmS.

Nano 2. [Jl&eT: IFFCO Blmielerd HTGerT @
wfluarr LOMMILD BT EeoTT DAP-&3

aleusmusErsE& AMWSLILIGSS al(FR M, \ T

Q&I DEO0T QUETHEMS LI LIMSISHTHGSLD. MODEL CODE OF

CONDUCT?

Model Code of Conduct is a set of guidelines
issued by the Election Commission of India for the

1. G515 60-Q 5 mbleu(nenm &L G\ul 6ot FEi T T
euzg, force il diately with the of the

TO&FE (Rise of the "Electoral-Professional = {% hedule by the Commission for ensuring

mmz free and fair elections.
Party") a@){

CamLum®p: SIFfwer MET gehsFCeuIT

UefllwWmedT@&HM  (Angelo  Panebianco) FoammiliLlg, @ eTenmul
HMVESHLLEHN SLAGET "Q&HMeTensds FMibHE LNEHET SHLGF&Herflen”
@QmHE  "CHISHM-GFTWemM SHLEGHTTS"  (Electoral-Professional
Parties) L0 6 (HE 60TM60T.

ST ET: @ HHLF&H6T QamaTensd LN LIL6TeT Q& meoorL_FHemneT el
Ba 56V GLEVTETIEET, a6 3,CVTFSTE6T LDMMILD & ([HE H& 86001 LIL
BlL6ooT TS emeTCW & &0 HLOLNUI (H & G 6dTm60rT.
LOMBI6V {6medleVITEOT 2.8 ITIJ6U0T MGG 6iT:

Sws (BUOLBTH): W.&. 6L medleorfler
56060600 G Sl &L Flemwl @@  INDIA'S FE
"BlolaleTWIU@RSSLIULL" (CEO style),
BHOVSHIL L HEIGNET QUPBIGLD GBS FLONS D)
LOTHON WIS, o
@\ 1fl evor ML 6L &ITHEIS yer (CLM©& oA A 1T
6UMISLD): &L Q& MevoT L[J&6m 6Ll DECODINO THE € O EGIOUALPARTES
LwWlmmelssl, D& &6l LD

BVSTL L BIGH6TE CFILILFIE @ QS TLHIVMNENM 2 0IG(LN60M60IIE
60)85 LI T600T LSl

aflgwuiler slpas Qeumn) &Wpad (TVK): 50N &ESFH 60 He0oTL &MeVlnms
QBHS HUWSH-ADWE HTFW SLLoloUS S&EISS, @O LW
DTHOTE 2 BGOaOSSHETS. @aah @B s THluwamm GCHIHe
2 S Gefleor Qeummwmsll UMTssLILGSmS!.

DERALISM

2. CHIH6L FLLMHEIGET LOMHMILD LGNS NH&He6iT (Election Laws & MCC)



MCC Wetrevrevoll: C5iH6v BLHMSG NG &H6eT (Model Code of Conduct)
WSHTNGH6960 1960-6V CHIET I TFMEL 2 (HEUTEHSLILL LS. LieoTeor 1968-
0 QHH WS CHITHEV M0 ILSSH TV (NemMUILIMBSSLILIL L SI.

758 324 (Article 324): QULMTHRGBHT Fm Hev (1978) UPSEH6,
2 FFHEINOTMID  CHIHU UMTWLSHNGS CHIHML BLESS
GHMEUWITET MTEHS AP STIHISHEHLD (FLLLD @6V6VTEH @)L Migersin)
@OLUUSTSES STliuels5s5al.

FIEFM&F: UEHD HLE IsHF QUBSTSOSCUT 6V6VEl SIS T6q60T
GUMETM QUITE T SHHRGETCWT GCHIHe  eleaTUFsHMETEHL
LweTU(RQSSIag5 MCC LGS VII-6r S ellSHLmeuTaH s &(IHSLILILGVITLD.
W&&6T NS FBIS&HSeusF FLLID (RPA) 1951:

¥fley 123(3): WHLD, @eoTld, FMH WHWeumnler QLU aITeH G
GFaIflLILg "26TLp6h HemL (NemMm" (Corrupt practice) 676078 G MIGHMSI.
€T Ml  (2017) euP&EG: WS FIiHS aMHEG GCosiflliy
GaIlUMeMp&HGLD QUMHEHTET(HSHGD QUTIBHSEILD 6feT 2 FFBHH DaTMLD
2 MH QFULSSII.

3. aueor 2_flemn& FLLLD (FRA) 2006 vs LOMBI6VE &L L MEI& 6T

FLL CUME6v: InSH W TH6r euer 2 [flemlngd &L LD 2006 (FRA), L|ed&6T
STUUsD  26mafll L gmearssis ST seflan Lk ullerms S
CuWFFe 2 [flemnenwl (Grazing rights) QILBIGHR DS eTMeV, SLOLPG
H&Mfleer 1882-9uld Leuorqedr SOIPHBTH 6UETE FLLHMSLI
LweTLU(m &S @euisemeT QeueflGumm (LU GH6TmeoT.

BFoeTmMs SILILSGET: QULTmev 2 WFhHermid Leuwpemm 1882
FLLESMGTF &L IQHETLLY CUUFFNGGS S0l NH & Sl6Tens.

FLL B): 2(p DEGHW FLLSGH MG (Central Law) LDTHIV FLLESEHMHGSLD
(State Law) @emLGW Feoorm(® gmuU@EUTs, WwHHW FLLGD
GGMMHIGLD. G, @@ UHW FLLID UBLCUTS NSNS (WNHSW
Lienpwl &L L miGerfler el &6t QaFeunssTHIalGILD.

4. L LTLE Mo wrplevs &LFS&erfledr LMI@E (Federalism &
Regional Parties)

Gl LTLE 9WwsHsh: UTys-alear CsHw emallevmer ellifleumdsin
@QBBWTeNeT Gl LTLSF H5360GHMHEG (Federalism) @@ FeUT6LMSH
S|6MLOHSIGTETSI.

qHTLIN 6T SHnevor&HeT: SN MM Hifleor TNy SHTHIGH Fe GLIMTETMm
OIBlevs:  SLFSGET BHILIEBLETMSHO (2 FTFooTDNs: 'QFHTGHS)
LDMielemIWenm LDGFMHT - Delimitation Bill) Sal LTL& 2 flenngsemerLl
LUMSSTULSH (NS LIMIG 6U5) 85 60T meor.



TNPSC Group 1 &5 &Hevmeor edleorma &6 (GLo
05, 2026)

1. 1960-6V CHIH6V HLGMG T\ &Hemerm (MCC) (LG ET(LNSH6016L UMTHS
LOMBleV TG THI?

A) LADHTE

B) @& e

C) CLOM & QUMIGSLD

D) ID&TIMTRQLQTT

2. UeO&em smuusld 2 eteflLL smh&efley GuuigsFey 2 flemngelr
QSMLIUMS, (PIEoTLILL LOMFBlev FLLMBSGemeT GLGCMEE FIMEGSLD
LSSW FLLLD TP

A) LB ITH eueTE FLL LD 1882

B) aueTelleum@ LMSIGTLILE FLL D 1972

C) aueor 2_fleming &L LD (FRA) 2006

D) &MMIFGLP6V LUMSISTULE FLLID 1986

3. 'CHIHV-05 ML (pemm &L &' (Electoral-Professional Party) 6r6or LI & 60T
WN&EFH W IID&FLD 6T60T60T?

A) Q& MeTem s LIIQLIL|6TeT Q& mevorL_F&HemeT L (b BHLu@GLLS

B) Qsmbleowenm GCHIH6L GCLGUTETH&HET MMID U CVTEFSHFTHE6TL]
LweTU(h S S6US)

C) GallumeniseT S&GHOUM Qsmhlowenm ULLID  QuUOHMbBEHS
Geueoor(hH) LD

D) MG S CHIH CFVa|HETWLD TCF FOHESGLD (LM



4. 6THS (PHHW aUPETRL 2 FFHH TN 324-6uF FFHMG C5HT&H6V
SLEMEUTW S BT 'QUBEMTTEH HemEehGFIWID' (Reservoir of power) 6reor
o1& 5 51?

A) GHEFaIMETHS LUMTTH aUpsE (1973)
B) QUTRHST FIll HeL 6Ulps G (1978)
C) 6T6N. 3L . GILIMTDEMID aULPE G (1994)
D) g Sl elp& @ (2017)

5. NISAR 6TeorLIS NASA LoMmID 6ThS ellevor@euerfl oLul6a] émLow g S eor
Fal (b QFWMHen&EHCHTET FLLIOMGLD?

A) ESA

B) ISRO

C) JAXA

D) Roscosmos

6. 2026 G0 QFMTLESHSH QWI&ES LTVIHES THFmer @b w
epLITUN 6T O &8 GHeMHS OB LIL] 6TEOTEOT?

A) 82.50
B) 88.10
C) 95.23

D) 99.00

7. 2026-6V 2. FFHG6TMID THSLU LNfleller(hs & mm mig S meormerl
FNIMSHGHE6ET CUPMHIS FJH S 142-QU1 LWaTUGSH W SI?

A) @U16] QUMM T8 26TLAlWIF& 6l
B) &L LITWIOMS UFL GQHE maUSSLILLL LUTH&HELILILLITSH6T

C) 90 UWH MG GMLIL L (NHWIITE6T



Nouk b=

D) &Fmemev aLISH 6L LITH &8 LILL LTS 6T

allemL &6l L (LD

B (G5 J6ITm)

C (eueor 2_iflemlng FL_L LD 2006)

B (Q5TWleuwenm CHIH60 GLeumeTigHemnerl] LIWeTLOh S SIaUS)
B (QUMHHST FIml Hev s S)

B (ISRO)

C (95.23)

B (@,F L LUMHLILIE G 6TETTEOT6U T8 60T)
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