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Persistence of Fake Currency (Post-
Demonetisation Data)

According to the National Crime Records Bureau's (NCRB) 2024 data, the issue
of counterfeit currency remains a significant threat despite the 2016
demonetisation exercise.

Over 354.61 crore worth of fake currency was seized in 2024 alone. The data
highlights an alarming increase in the counterfeiting of 3500 notes and the newly
introduced 32,000 notes. Gujarat accounted for the highest value of fake money
seized between 2017 and 2024.

Ecological Concerns Over the Great Nicobar
Project

« THE GREAT NICOBAR PROJECT .
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The Congress party raised severe objections to the environmental clearance
granted to the Great Nicobar Island Development project, claiming the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) was rushed and inadequate.
Background for TNPSC: Under the Island Coastal Regulation Zone Notification,
2019, large port projects in ecologically sensitive island regions require
comprehensive, multi-season EIA studies. Critics argue that the current
clearance relied on insufficient single-season baseline data.



International Relations & Defense News

A) India-South Korea Defense Innovation (KIND-X)

e India and South Korea have launched a new defense innovation platform called
the Korea-India Defence Accelerator (KIND-X).

« Background for TNPSC: Modeled after the \
INDUS-X initiative with the United States, KIND- L 6N \
X aims to connect defense start-ups, investors, INDIA-SOUTH KUREA .
and academia from both nations to co-develop DEFENCE PARTNERSHIP

dual-use technologies. Potential areas of focus STROMOER, SARTER. 8ELF: REUANT.
include Artificial Intelligence, autonomous "
weapon systems, robotics, and space-based
intelligence. A successful example of such
bilateral cooperation is the K9 Vajra-T self-
propelled artillery system, co-produced by India's
L&T and South Korea's Hanwha Aerospace.

B) IORA and Maritime Security in the Indian
Ocean
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o Indiais currently chairing the 23-nation Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA).
Navigating maritime security has become the grouping's top priority due to the
ongoing war in West Asia and blockades in the Hormuz Strait.



Economic Impact: The conflict has severely impacted fuel prices, tourism, and
agricultural productivity across the Indian Ocean littoral states.

Background for TNPSC: IORA explicitly excludes Pakistan because it
historically refused to grant India "Most Favoured Nation" (MFN) trade status,
which violates the IORA charter's principle of sovereign equality. The
organisation will hold a major summit in 2027 to mark its 30th anniversary.

C) India - Trinidad and Tobago Bilateral Agreements
During External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar's visit to Trinidad and Tobago,
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community (the Indian diaspora descended from indentured labourers) trace
their ancestral roots back to India.

D) Prime Minister's Appeal for Economic Resilience

Amid global economic instability and energy crises triggered by conflicts, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi urged Indian citizens to adopt "nationally responsible"
lifestyles.

He appealed to the public to avoid non-essential gold purchases, opt for domestic
tourism instead of foreign travel, and significantly cut down on petrol and diesel
consumption to conserve the nation's foreign exchange reserves.

1. Polity: The Role of the Governor in
Government Formation

(Based on Editorials: "The Governor who forgot his job" & "No detours")

The Context: Following the Tamil Nadu Assembly elections, the TVK emerged
as the single largest party with 108 seats, falling short of a simple majority.
However, Governor Rajendra Arlekar delayed inviting the TVK to form the
government. Instead, he demanded letters of support from at least 118 MLAs.
Only after the TVK secured the support of 121 MLAs (including Congress, VCK,



CPI, CPI(M), and IUML) did the Governor invite them. Furthermore, he mandated
a floor test within a very short window of 72 hours, drawing severe criticism.
TNPSC Mains Background (Constitutional Norms & Precedents):
Commissions on Centre-State Relations: The Sarkaria Commission (1987),
Venkatachaliah Commission (2002), and Punchhi Commission (2010) have
clearly laid out conventions for Governors facing a 'Hung Assembly'. The
established order of preference is: 1) A pre-poll alliance, 2) The single largest
party claiming to form the government with others. Demanding letters of support
before extending an invitation goes against these established conventions.
Supreme Court Judgments: Landmark rulings in the S.R. Bommai case (1994)
and the Rameshwar Prasad case (2006) established that the only place to test a
government's majority is on the 'Floor of the House' (the legislative assembly),
not inside the Raj Bhavan.

Risk of Horse-Trading: The editorial highlights that forcing a floor test within
an unreasonably short span of 72 hours creates an environment ripe for
defection and "horse-trading" (buying of MLAs), thereby undermining democratic
mandates.

2. Economy & Social Issues: Healthcare Access for the Working Class
(Based on Editorial: "Cost to access")

The Policy: Under the new Labour Codes, the Union Labour Ministry has
announced an initiative providing free annual health check-ups for workers aged
over 40, facilitated through the Employees' State Insurance Corporation (ESIC).
TNPSC Mains Background (Challenges in Implementation):

The Unorganised Sector Gap: India has an estimated workforce of 94 crore, but
only about 31 crore are registered on the e-Shram portal. This massive
documentation gap means the majority of unorganised sector workers will be
excluded from this benefit.

Ignoring the 'Opportunity Cost': The scheme fails to account for the wages a
daily-wage worker loses when they take a day off to visit a hospital for these
check-ups. Without wage compensation, workers are unlikely to utilize the
scheme.

Lack of Focus on Occupational Hazards: The editorial points out a significant
flaw: the scheme does not recognize specific occupational diseases. For instance,
it ignores "heat-related illnesses" for construction and agricultural workers, and
lacks proactive vaccination programs against infectious diseases (like
leptospirosis and hepatitis) for sanitation workers.

3. International Relations: India-South Korea Defense Ties

(Based on Opinion piece: "Advancing India-South Korea defence innovation
ties")



The Initiative: India and South Korea have launched a new bilateral defense
innovation platform called KIND-X (Korea-India Defence Accelerator).

TNPSC Mains Background (Strategic Importance):

Institutional Framework: The initiative is spearheaded by India’s Defence
Innovation Organisation (DIO) and South Korea’s Defense Acquisition Program
Administration (DAPA). It mirrors similar bilateral platforms India has, such as
INDUS-X (with the US) and FRINDX (with France).

Key Focus Areas: The partnership aims to foster joint research and co-
production in cutting-edge fields like Artificial Intelligence (Al), autonomous
weapon systems, robotics, space-based Intelligence, Surveillance, and
Reconnaissance (ISR), and critical minerals.

Economic Impact: KIND-X is expected to integrate the innovation clusters of
South Korea with India's Defence Industrial Corridors (located in Tamil Nadu
and Uttar Pradesh). This aligns perfectly with India's 'Defence Forces Vision
2047' to achieve self-reliance and technological superiority.

4. Indian Polity & Society: The Threat of Communal Polarisation
(Based on Opinion piece: "The insidious return of separate electorates")

The Context: Analyzing recent state election results (specifically referencing
Assam), the author notes a disturbing trend: the ruling coalition has zero Muslim
MLAs, while the opposition benches have 24 MLAs, 22 of whom are Muslims.
The author argues this indicates a "watertight communal segregation" in modern
Indian politics.

TNPSC Mains Background (Historical Context & Secularism):

Historical Parallel: The author draws a stark comparison to the Morley-Minto
Reforms of 1909, which formally introduced the concept of 'Separate
Electorates' (where Muslims voted only for Muslims, and Hindus for Hindus) in
British India, eventually sowing the seeds for partition.

Threat to the Constitution: While the Indian Constitution abolished separate
electorates to ensure a secular republic, the current practice of political parties
distributing election tickets strictly based on local religious demographics is
acting as a de facto separate electorate.

Social Impact: The editorial warns that this trend leads to "political
ghettoisation," where minority communities are isolated from the mainstream
development narrative, threatening the secular fabric and unity of the nation.

Questions:

1. D. Sudhakar, who recently passed away, was the Minister for Planning
and Statistics for which state?

A) Kerala



B) Andhra Pradesh
C) Telangana
D) Karnataka

2. During Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Bengaluru, gelatin sticks
were found near which location?

A) Vaderahalli Gate
B) Vidhana Soudha
C) Cubbon Park

D) MG Road

3. According to NCRB data, which state accounted for the highest value of
fake currency seized between 2017 and 2024?

A) Maharashtra
B) Uttar Pradesh
C) West Bengal
D) Gujarat

4. India signed eight agreements in sectors including tourism and
healthcare with which Caribbean nation during S. Jaishankar's visit?

A) Jamaica
B) Barbados
C) Trinidad and Tobago

D) Guyana

Answers:

1. D) Karnataka
2. A) Vaderahalli Gate



3. D) Gujarat
4. C) Trinidad and Tobago
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e RCIL BIECHTUTT Hey eueTiFfsS FILLEHMEG SeUFT UFTLONS
FOHNFGLL InG (Environmental Clearance) eUpmIGLILL (H6TETSHTS
SMHRIG T LG &G aHFLL Qs5Kelsg6Tensi.



1gereorLNererL®  Netreorevnll: ey &HLCLMT 6R(OMBIGUOEMM  LDGTOTL 6V
mleflliL] 2019-60rLIlq. (Island Coastal Regulation Zone Notification, 2019),
Gedlwey FRWME 2 ariHmer aumilbhs Healll UGH&Hefev Guiflul
SOMUWNSES HLLEIGMOE QFWLLBSS elifleumer WLMMID L6
LI(HOUMBIGHEmET 2 6TeTL&&HIW (Multi-season) &FMMIFGL HTHE WG LILIH
(EIA) Qeuwwlu(®eus &LLTWIDMGLD.

FreuGsHE&F INMMILD LIMSISTLLE QFWUS &6t
) QAHHBWIT - AFHeTQSETFWT UTSISTULL L§SHTHSES e (KIND-X):
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KIND-X (Korea-India Defence Accelerator) \ ‘“
6TEOT LS &H6IT5 608 2_(IH6U T8 5 UL 6IT6TenT. m\m \
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GrmGUITLLY &6 GuImeoTm
Q& TLHl6LHIL LIS 60 6T LI &1 6rflev

LWeTUR &S 3,16 86T LM & meTell. @ h& wimeller 6TeL&Lq. (L&T) LDMmILD
QoeaTQasTflumeler eamettaum (Hanwha) [BIMIGIETHRIGET  @)60600TH S
2 BaUMEHW 'CGH9 anrm-19' (K9 Vajra-T) LITHISH @Q&5ME& 0B FmbHS
(LDGOTER & ITJ6O0TLOMGLD.



3S4) IORA L0MMID @\HH WL QUBHHBISLEV LIMTSISTLIL:
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lemLiNer 30-618 o600T(h FMLILISG Sl LEQSTLE 2027-60 HeOLQLIM
o _6TeTS.
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WSEHWINTS, 'SFUILIQWm (Girmitya) FensSHery (QmSCWIF
HTVEH @UILHSS QSTLHMaTIGeTTHES Q&FaTm @)hH W Fsserler
FHeHWler) SmGeTler @BH W (NeTCTTISHMETES SHeooTL ML 2 56 LD
QTVTMM peleormIGemeTl] UFlnmme Q&MeTEbld @LUILbBSUWD @5 6ev
&IPS S TOTSI.

FF) QUITHEMTS T Hlemevs & eTemln GMIS S LN Lorflesr Geuevor(hCasmeit:

2 euseTmall QUTIBETTSTY WHSBlemev WMmmild GUTfleormev ML (heTer
flEsd QBMHESIGMWE SHMHESEH 6&Mor(h, GLUITSINEGS6TL
QUITMILIL|L 6T QEFwWeLIHILOmM) osLg BCT BB [T GLOITLg
CHLMSGQ&HMTHI6ETATTH.  ABBIWEF  QFeumeleooll  emsWlmLemHLS
HEHEHMOGH, ASHWTUFRWNMHD SHEWND QUMHIGUMSS SaliHEe| D,
QauefliBm(h& &s&moemalm&GLll LUH 2 6TBTLGE  &FHMIEVTe
GLME&TETETELD U M6y mis S W|eTeTTy.

1. @\ HH W LR udlwev (Polity): 4L &F
ML LILIT 6L 34, ©EHIH 60T LIMIS

(S 6M6VILIBIHEIHET: "The Governor who forgot his job" & "No detours'”)



LSedreoreonl]: 50N S FLLID6TMES CHTSH6060 &.6l6U.& (TVK) 108 @)\ L_HIS 06T
QeuetTml SHeflLIQUIGBL SLAWTS 2 (HOa(OSSHS. 60TV, ILEBHHT
TICRHHT ATCVEHET &.06.5-emel YL F ONES S MLPEHHITLON
STSLULOSHTTT. GOMBSLLFID 118 6TD.6T6V.gf-&&H6rTler Q5 T6)
B SHBIGEM6T (NeTTal IQCW CHLLITY. &THGFev, e, siweoflevl
LMoL Wevedld 6§86 wLsraLer 121 @LMEI&GET Bl H5 LNIMCH L &
MINGH S SMPHHITI. GLayILD, 72 LD 6001 GBISH M &6
QuUELUMeTemnemW  BlemLlga  (Floor test) 2. 55JalLLGID  &SOGILD
NWFFOTSEH MG 2 6TaTTH W 6TeTS.

19.6T60T LN 6TV F (NE&TR WS SI6ULD (S TFWevemIDLIL] LT L& 6T):
LSHW-I0MFBIV 2.MeYSHeT GSGMISHS LeMNEUTWRISGET: FHHEHTHIW
QLEEOTLILD (1987), QEUMBISLITEFEMEUIIT 4L,6Mm600TWIND (2002) OMMID LLEHE
QLEMEOT WD (2010) oy&HlWiemal 'QSHMMHIEG &FLLIneTmI' (Hung Assembly)
WD CUMSI SL,EHHBI eTeulalTm QFwevLIL. Geuevor(hLD 6T6oT G & 6rflaumeoT
QAUNGETLHSHLEHMET QILNBIG U 6TETeT. (NSHNV CHIHNEES (DNHS W
Fal Leooflemwwd, OSSHTEH 'SeofllUGBL SLA'WWCD L&
MNHESH IMPHS GaleoT(hD. (WPTEnl QG HTE| HLl)SHHISHN6TESH
Ga LG WFTLIME (WD T6ooTmeoTs.

2 FeBFI6TMES STLILSHET: 6T6V.QL0. QUMW P& EG (1994) MHMID
grGwevelj WFFms elpsdHE (2006) wHweaimmler SrFLiLseflerLlg,
QuU(BLOUMeTenNem U BlemLilg s Gealevorigul @ L LD 'FL L LneTmLD' (Floor of the
House) &MGer ST, 9L6BHT omerflems (Raj Bhavan) {606v.

GSHey  CuUIsBMm&ETer SuUSS: 72 el CHISHMHESET
QuUEUTeTemenW  BleplilseHs  QFmads &LHG STaussHGLD,
FLLWeTM 2 miliflerisemeT allemeusd @ aUMmIGL 'GHeny CUTSHH MG
(Horse-trading) aULfled@& & @&LD 6T60T @ &HH6MeVMBIGID &L 19&STLHISHMmS.

2. QUITHETMSITILD LDMMILD FepasL
LNy &F&F 606015 6T: Q&ML 6VITEIT T 55 (615 & & ITEOT
ID[HSHSI6U UFH)
(SH6m6VILIEISHLD: "Cost to access'")

SLLD: UHW Qsmdlevmery &L LmigerlerLl (Labour Codes), 40 eUWH MG
GUMULL QsTHTeTI&HEEHGS s TlevmeaTy wrmlevs STLULTL(H&
HP&EESHeT  (ESIC)  epeuld eoor(hGHTMID @eveldF  IDBSSIIL
LUFIGEmsemer QFWWLILIMGLID 60T WDGHU QSTLHEVTETT eMINEFFSHLD
SMleil G gieTeng.

19.6T60T LN 6TV F (N&EFR WS SI6ULD (HeDL(NeMMEF F& 860 86iT):



o MLULETTTS Q&MWL TeNT&H6T EFMTHS F & &H6V: @ HH WMeley &My
94 G&my QsmlevmeTiseT 2 6Tem  Blemevullev, @)-eqpld (e-Shram)
@) 6MET WS ETEH 6L Qeumild 31 Camg G LLMGCWL LH e QFUISI6T6TeT].
@) &H60TIT6V  QLIIHLOLITEOTENLOWITET  SeMLILIFETTTS G &STLOI6VTET 8 EH&H S
@&6HLLID QFeTm CEFFTE.

o QUMWLILE Q&Feve| (Opportunity Cost): HeoTHFmeNs QS TLLIEVTETIHET
NmSSIaL  UFCFMHMeTHGE QFsIN  BTLH6L UTHEHHSG
ghuUGLD earHw @LoLienl FRHEFUWIW 6THS aUPlwen MWD @S5H L L&H 6V
@evemen. @HeTTeV QSTOVTETISHET @@ [HTeT WIHUIGHNSH @)LOHS
@5F LGS LWeTLUHSSH6US! 51960TLD.

o QaMBeLVEMNT SUMTWMBSG6ET (Occupational Hazards): @&HL LD
GOUYLL QsTWHlsry GBMUI&HMETS SHeooTeaHe) Q& TaTemalevemev.
2 HMyeorlongG, &SLGWwmer wwmoin  elelFmus QST & EHs5
ghu®w 'Qeuliul Frihs GCHMUIEGemeT (Heat-related illnesses) @Sl
FHeooT(H Q& meTerallevemney. CHELIMeV, Gmulemloll  Lieoof IWITeT & Eh& &
ghUuBLD QsTHMCHTLSMTS SHEs SOHLULAS S LMBISGHT 6560
@5l6v @LLDALIMe6VEm6L.

3. FTUCHF 2. M6SH6T: QHIBWIT -
QTSI LUTSISTULL LUHSTEHEHS
&6ITLD

(B(ESSI(B: "Advancing India-South Korea defence innovation ties”)

e ETQETRLL: @QBHWT WMHMID QFaTQHsTHIWT @emnetorhg KIND-X
(Korea-India Defence Accelerator) eTedT) LISHW LUMTHSTLULL LSHTHES
H6THMG 2_(TH6UTE D) UL 6IT6TeoT.

o 196TeOTLETOVE (N&EH WS FI6ULD (LTSISTLL (NE&EH WS Si6aID):

o SLLeMWLIL: @b5 (WeTer(hLliL @bHwmeller UTHSTULL LSSHTHS
SlemoliL  (DIO)  wmmid  QserQsmflumeler  DAPA  SemLL
L HUWUMMITEL QIPIBLSSLILGILD. @ sl @QBHWT-AAF&HET
@emLGuwiwimeor 'INDUS-X' Wmmib @bHwWm-LNgmerev @) 6oL Gululmeor
'FRINDX' 91,8 Weummledr 219 LiLien_ulleh 2 (Heumsa LUl (H6Tergl.

o (N&BHWE HeUETD QFNISHID SHMMSEET: QFUIMMS HlevoTeooTMle] (Al),
SETOTTLEF opus oDl &H6eT  (Autonomous weapon — systems),
GrmBuUmLIg&en, elleorQeuefl &MIHS SevorasmeooflLiL]  (ISR)  OMHMILD
WERWE SHeofllnmIsGeT (Critical minerals) QL& WeuMmlev @ BHTH & EHLD
@) 66T HS! 2,16 &HeM6T CLOMG & TETEHLD.



QUTBEMTSMIS SMH&EWL: SWILBTH WwHmbn 2 5550 LUressssev
o atem @bBHWmalledr LUMSISGTLULS QT aulblssL HBisemeT (Defence
Industrial Corridors), Q&eTQ&HTFIWMET LHSHTES 60L0UIMHISEHL 60T
@emeoors &  KIND-X 2 Sald. @bHwmelledr 'UMSISTULL L6 &6
QBTe6VBEHTEH G 2047 (Defence Forces Vision 2047) @6V&H & 3j6mL U @) S
QU(BLL UMIG6T&@GLD.

4. Q\HH W L Fudlwev IDMHMID FENSHLD: DG
F& W ImeoT | JTEF W6V SI(H6U (LD 6M6OTLIL]

(HBSHS/1B: "The insidious return of separate electorates”)

edreoreonll: FLSLSTHUW WOMBlVF FLLIEOTMS CHIH (LNIL6SHEN6TE
(GOIUUTe: 9FMD) &KLGESTLOW @&l (GienTwmery,  3LEHLID
Fal Leofluflel e @W6ENVEID 6TD.6TEV.gF Bnl. @)6V6M6V  GTETLIENS LD,
TRIHEHEL_FIGHeflel 2 6TeT 24 6TD.6T6V.6I-&H&6flev 22 GUT  (WevedlingeT
eTedT LIS WD GMILLNGSMTT. @& befer @hH W STFHWedev LI5S meor
'ng FHwWmer Lilflellemeoreniss' (Communal segregation) &TL(HGHMSI.
19.6T60T LN 6TV E (N&STF WG SI6ULD (6UFeVITM WMHMILD DSFEFTTLI6tTEmLID):
eugeummmILl LSledreorevoll: @emg 1909-9uld he0or(h Q& mevor(heu Ll L
1Slevor GLIT-LO T F6d) Ere1HS555C5TMH (Morley-Minto Reforms)
Sl engwmery el INO&MTT. FFL LD ST @hHumeley 'au@LiL el
@ plesaiailn’ (Separate Electorates - (P6MV60INGH6T (LN6NVEIINGEHE G
DL GG aumsSHeflliLg) eTeTm (Wemmenl AMWsLILGSS, @hSH WLl
Lflelemerrss & el L L&l.

SR wevenoLiL] WBEMeL: @HH W ATFWevenolil] euGLiLjeurfl CHF&H6ev
Wemmenl &5 QFUIS WSHEFTILUMMN GUUTMHE 2 [(HeUuTHHRWSI.
QLEOTITEL, HMHBUMG STHUWEL &L F&H6T 2 _6Teeh 0&H 56T G5 TemnsUNleT Ing
Qe LUIN6L L GG CaUL LIMeTI&emeT BlMISSIalS e mLNELOMeT (de
facto) au@LILeumfl NIFSHmBIH &SN THGC QFWeLIGSR M.

FNSES HMEHID: @ Fomiumarenlnulereny BITL QT  GLIMSI6UT6oT
QUETIES BCrmLL&&H 0 BHS GeoflemLILI(h) &S0 "QITFIULI6V
Q&LCLMUTESSFHMG" (Political ghettoisation) eUleU@G&HEGLD  eTeoTMILD,
BITLIQ60T WDGFEFTTLMM HOTeNNGHG QUIHLD FHFMSHOMH 36MLOU|LD
6TEOTMILD @) & &MV UIMIGLD 6TEF ISR M.

C&:eTail& 6T (Questions):



1. FISLISH6V HMEULOTET 1. &HFSHMT&HT 6THS LDMBleLE T 6T G L LD oM MILD
erefludlweL glemm S enWDEFTTH @ BHSTH?

A) G&Ierm

B) @uB&TU LNTCH&LD

C) QSVIMIGTEOTIT

D) &JBITL&T

2. Yol BCrHH T CLMQuiledr QUMISeHIH LILGTSH 6T CUITSI,
THSL UGSHES SBHCEH QRQELILET GFFRHET (QeULQLITIHL 6IT)
5600TG L (H & & LILILL60T?

A) auGsrameerf] GaL_

B) a5 6T QFeTSIT

C) SLILI6OT LLBIGIT

D) eTib.g8l. Gpm(h

3. CFW GMHM L6U60Ts STLULISS G 6T (NCRB) Syeyserfleruly, 2017
W6V 2024 cueTUIeLITET HMTVSGLLSH L H& LOFLIL|6TET S6iTer
CHTLBH&ET 6THS LOMHleVSH 6L LINMI(LNGH6L QFWIWLILIL (B 6Tereor?

A) IDSTITOQLQ TIT

B) 2 5571 NJGsH&FLD

C) CLOM G QUMIGTETLD

D) &80M5%

4. QeuerflllmMeysH sienMm JMDEFT 6Telv. QQUIFMmISGN6Or LW 6oors 6 eor
CuUMsl, &S&GMMIVT WLMHMID &SHTSTTWL 2 6maflllL FGemmaefley 8

6 L1LITH & Ml 85 60) 61T @B W THS &L weor HTLIQL LD
M&HQWWS B L L &I?

A) LQeMINESEHT



> LN

B) LIMTJLIL M6V
C) .ifleofILmL lmmID QLITUTGCSIT

D) &WmeorT

LIS 6L & 6T (Answers)

. D) &OBIMTL&T

A) auGsrameerf] GaL_

D) 87MS
C) .fleof LML lmmID QLITUTGCSIT
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