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TAMIL NADU STATE AFFAIRS & GOVERNANCE

1. Extension of Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) 2.0 in Tamil Nadu

The Core News: A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was officially signed
between the Union Government (Ministry of Jal Shakti) and the Government of
Tamil Nadu for the extended implementation of
the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) 2.0. The virtual
signing ceremony was attended by Chief
Minister C. Joseph Vijay and Union Minister
C.R. Patil.

Timeline Extension: The Union Cabinet has
approved the continuation and extension of
this rural infrastructure flagship scheme till
December 2028.

Financial Breakdown & Funding Mechanism:
Under the newly extended phase (JJM 2.0),
Tamil Nadu will initially receive an allocation of
?12,177.27’ crore directly from the Union Cabinet extends Jal
Government's Department of Drinking Water S

and Sanitation (DDWS). Jeevan Mission to 2028
Phase 1 Evaluation: In the first phase of the with higher funding
mission, the approved project outlay stood at
%¥18,123.05 crore. Out of this, the funding was split almost equitably: the Union
Government's share was 19,025.68 crore, while the Tamil Nadu State
Government contributed ¥19,097.37 crore.

Physical Progress & Implementation Metrics:

Phase 1 successfully provisioned 46.71 lakh functional household tap
connections (FHTCs) across rural Tamil Nadu, directly impacting and
benefiting 1.86 crore citizens.

Current ongoing works under the extension involve 45 new Multi-Village
Schemes (MVS), massive retrofitting structural operations across 56 Combined
Water Supply Schemes (CWSS), and 21,258 Single Village Schemes (SVS).
Group 1 Exam Edge: In administrative papers, focus on the structural difference
between Single Village Schemes (localized groundwater/surface sources
managed by Panchayats) and Multi-Village Schemes (surface water transported
over long distances for water-stressed regions). This highlights cooperative
federalism and decentralization of resource management under the 73rd
Constitutional Amendment.

2. Parandur Greenfield Airport Project: Socio-Economic Imbroglio

The Core News: Agrarian and residential communities who surrendered their
fields and homes for the upcoming Parandur Greenfield Airport project are



trapped in deep administrative uncertainty as physical work on the site remains
stagnant.

Project Profile: First announced in 2022 to handle Chennai's surging aviation
traffic, the mega project is estimated to cost ¥27,400 crore. It is planned across
four phases over a massive geographical area of 2,172.72 hectares.

Current Status & Deadlocks:

The project received its critical formal approvals in April 2025, after which land
acquisition commenced rigorously. So far, close to 1,700 acres of land have been
officially acquired across various rural pockets.

The Grievances: Displaced farmers from villages like Nagapattu, Nelvoy, and
Gunagarampakkam are demanding relocation to Karai village instead of
Siruvallur due to better connectivity and job prospects.

Furthermore, affected families are demanding a strict policy mandate of "one
assured government job per affected family" along with a monthly sustenance
allowance and higher fiscal compensation.

Group 1 Exam Edge: This serves as a classic case study for Paper 3
(Developmental Projects vs Displacement). Ground your answers using the
provisions of the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement (RFCTLARR) Act, 2013, emphasizing
the necessity of executing an updated Social Impact Assessment (SIA).

Administrative Redesign: Launch of Project STAR 3.0

The Core News: The State Registration Department has officially initiated its
transition framework from the legacy STAR 2.0 system to the highly advanced
Project STAR 3.0. Two high-ranking nodal officers (P. Kannan and E. Bhavani)
have been officially designated to oversee its statewide rollout.

Objective: To modernize, simplify, and secure the public document and land
registration ecosystem using cutting-edge cloud architecture, minimizing human
intervention and eradicating bureaucratic delays.

NATIONAL AFFAIRS & CONSTITUTIONAL POLITY

Expansion of Judicial Strength in the Supreme Court

The Core News: Chief Justice of India (CJI) Surya Kant officially administered
the oath of office to five new judges, taking the active operational strength of
the top court to 37, leaving only one vacancy.

The New Appointees: Justices Sheel Nagu, Shree Chandrashekhar, Sanjeev
Sachdeva, Arun Palli, and Senior Advocate V.S. Mohana.



Constitutional Backdrop: This rapid scaling up was o
facilitated by the passage of the Supreme Court -

(Number of Judges) Amendment Ordinance, 2026, §( ge|5 five new iudges;
which legislative action enhanced the court’s total

sanctioned judicial strength from 33 to 37 judges S"ength fogoupto37
(excluding the CJI). 3
Macroeconomics: Phasing Out WPI for Producer -

Price Index (PPI)

The Core News: The Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), under the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, announced a
landmark macro-economic structural shift: the
gradual phasing out of the Wholesale Price Index (WPI) over the next five
years and the parallel introduction of a advanced Producer Price Index (PPI)
starting June 15.

The Transition Roadmap:

On June 15, DPIIT will unveil a revised WPI series updating the archaic baseline
year from 2011-12 to the modern 2022-23 base year.

Concurrently, the new PPI series will be launched monthly, capturing price
behavior via three individual sub-indices: Output PPI, Trial Input PPI, and
Services PPI.

The first phase of the Services PPI will strictly log data from seven core sectors:
Banking, Securities Transaction, Insurance, Pension Fund Management,
Railways, Telecom, and Air Passenger services.

Economic Rationale: Unlike WPI, which measures price changes at the
wholesale level and often suffers from double-counting due to embedded taxes
and trade margins, PPI isolates the price received by the domestic producer,
excluding indirect taxes and transport costs. This satisfies the structural
recommendations of the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

1. India-Nepal Border Disagreements & Third-Party Rejection

The Core News: The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), via spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal, delivered a firm diplomatic response to assertions made by
Nepal Prime Minister Balendra Shah regarding border resolution mechanics.



The Contention: Speaking before the Nepali
Parliament, PM Balendra Shah claimed that Q
both India and Nepal possess encroached
pockets of each other’s lands and hinted at
seeking external geopolitical intervention or
mediation from third parties like the United
Kingdom or China.

India’s Diplomatic Response: New Delhi
categorically rejected any  third-party
interface, reiterating that all border
management follows strictly structured, long-
standing Dbilateral channels. The MEA

Limpiyadhura
CHINA

Lipulekh

highlighted that close to 98% of the India- INDIA Kalapani . .
Nepal land boundary has been successfully ‘
demarcated, and localized complexities NEPAL

arising from shifting natural river courses
(such as the Gandak river) are actively being mapped via joint bilateral technical
working groups.

2. High-Stakes India-Venezuela Strategic Energy Dialogue

The Core News: The Ministry of External Affairs announced the official working
visit of Venezuela’s Acting President, Delcy Rodriguez, to India.

Geopolitical Background: Her visit follows five months after the sudden
operational abduction of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro by the United
States military. Rodriguez, known as a crucial diplomatic balancer, is
accompanied by a high-ranking delegation consisting of her Ministers for Foreign
Affairs, Economy, Finance, and Transportation.

Energy Metrics: India was historically a top consumer of Venezuelan heavy
crude, importing over 4,00,000 barrels per day (bpd) at peak capacity until
sweeping unilateral US sanctions completely choked off trade in 2020. Following
recent structural adjustments, New Delhi has actively resumed heavy crude oil
purchases, and this visit aims to formalize long-term energy security,
pharmaceutical trade, and renewable technology exchange.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENVIRONMENT &
HEALTH

1. Climate Science Report: Mega Science Vision-2035 (MSV)

The Core News: A group of India's leading climate researchers has submitted a
alarming roadmap document titled Mega Science Vision-2035 (MSV) report on
Climate Research to the Office of the Principal Scientific Adviser (PSA) to the
Government of India, Prof. Ajay K. Sood. The report was anchored by the Indian
Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru.



The Diagnostic Warning: The scientific community warned that India has
almost entirely lost its domestic capability to design and manufacture
precision scientific instruments. Indian climate observations are now
dangerously dependent on imported hardware that often remains completely
uncalibrated for years. This has led to the reporting of incorrect data in
international journals, marring the global credibility of Indian research.

The "Atmanirbhar" Paradox: The report details how the central mandate
requiring public academic institutions to source equipment exclusively via the
lowest-bidding vendor on the Government e-Marketplace (GeM) portal has
backfired, as local GeM vendors fail to match high-standard customized research
specifications.

Uncontrolled Renewable Energy Warning: The report calls for immediate
empirical studies to evaluate the localized climate consequences of mass solar
and wind mega-farms, warning that the long-term impact of covering thousands
of hectares with reflective photovoltaic panels or disrupting local wind patterns
remains poorly understood.

2. AIIMS Delhi Breakthrough: Air Pollution & Foetal Harm

The Core News: An ICMR-funded molecular study conducted by researchers at
AIIMS, Delhi, published in EMBO Molecular Medicine, mapped the
comprehensive biological pathway through which urban particulate air pollution
inflicts direct structural harm on developing foetuses.

The Molecular Pathway: The study demonstrated that fine particulate matter
(PM2.5 and PM10) successfully breaches the protective placental barrier. Once
across, it triggers acute cellular oxidative stress and severe systemic
inflammation. This inflammation explicitly inhibits the expression of the
IGFBP3 (Insulin-like Growth Factor-Binding Protein 3) gene, which is the
primary protein governing embryonic growth balance and placental vessel
development.

Empirical Baseline (Delhi vs Deoghar): Tracking 994 pregnant women across
high-pollution Delhi and low-pollution Deoghar (414{harkhand), the data proved
a direct correlation between rising PM2.5 levels and a spike in preeclampsia
(dangerous maternal blood pressure surges) and low birth weight. In rodent
models, exposure to Delhi's ambient air pollution caused foetal litter sizes to
shrink by up to 25% and reduced newborn birth weight by 34%.
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CORE EDITORIALS & POLICY ANALYSES

EDITORIAL 1: The 'Early Harvest' Trap in India-China Boundary Disputes
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Author: Ashok K. Kantha (Former Indian Ambassador to China).

The Core Thesis: Ambassador Kantha strongly critiques China's recent
diplomatic maneuvering at the Working Mechanism for Consultation and
Coordination on India-China Border Affairs (WMCC), where Beijing is aggressively
pushing for an "early harvest" boundary demarcation framework specifically
targeting the Sikkim sector.

The Sequenced Inversion Trap:

The bedrock of India-China boundary talks rests on the historic Agreement on
Political Parameters and Guiding Principles signed on April 11, 2005. Article
III of this treaty explicitly mandates a "package settlement" covering all
sectors simultaneously. It outlines a strict three-step chronology: first settle
political parameters, then frame a collective settlement, and execute physical
demarcation on the ground last.

China's proposal to isolate and demarcate the Sikkim sector first completely flips
this sequence. By carving out a single sector where conditions are allegedly
"ripe," China wants India to abandon its collective package architecture.

The Geopolitical Strategy of China:

Sikkim is a sector where India holds a definitive comparative geographical
advantage. If Beijing successfully banks a settlement here on its preferred terms,



it freezes its gains while keeping the remaining three sectors (including Ladakh
and Arunachal) permanently unresolved and vulnerable to future
transgressions.

The Trijunction Danger: Article I of the 1890 Great Britain-China Convention
places the trijunction at Mount Gipmochi. However, India and Bhutan firmly
maintain that the operative watershed principle places the true trijunction 6.5
kilometers northward at Batang La.

Endorsing the Chinese interpretation would hand Beijing legal sovereignty over
the Jampheri Ridge, granting the People's Liberation Army (PLA) a direct,
unobstructed line of sight over India's most critical territorial vulnerability: the
Siliguri Corridor (the narrow chicken's neck connecting mainland India to the
Northeast).

Policy Prescription for India: India must resolutely hold the 2005 Agreement
firm, decline standalone Sikkim demarcation, and maintain that the complete
restoration of peace and original status-quo (eradicating the post-2020 buffer
zones) along the entire Line of Actual Control (LAC) is a non-negotiable
prerequisite for broader relationship normalization.

EDITORIAL 2: Land Pooling as the Antidote to Land Acquisition Bottlenecks

Author: Amit Gotecha (Urban Planner & Policy Advisor).

The Core Thesis: Following Rajasthan’s announcement of its debut statutory
land pooling model, this paper analyzes why conventional compulsory land
acquisition has become a financially unviable bottleneck for critical urban
infrastructure projects, and how Town Planning (TP) land pooling matrices
offer a sustainable alternative.

The LARR 2013 Financial Burden: Since the enactment of the Right to Fair
Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013, the mandatory inclusion of extensive rehabilitation and
resettlement packages has caused land assembly costs to skyrocket, leading to
widespread under-execution of city master plans.

The Mechanics of Land Pooling (The TP Model):

Under a successful Town Planning (TP) scheme (pioneered via the Gujarat Town
Planning and Urban Development Act, 1976), landowners voluntarily pool their
fragmented holdings collectively.

The planning authority takes a designated portion (typically 25% to 40%) of this
pooled land mass to develop public utilities, wider roads, civic parks, and low-
cost housing sectors.

The remaining 60% to 75% of the land is redistributed back to the original
owners as reconstituted plots that are geometrically optimized, fully serviced
with infrastructure, and exponentially higher in commercial market value.

Key Policy Merits: It is entirely financially self-sustaining because the
planning authority recovers its infrastructure layout cost by levying localized
incremental development charges on the beneficiaries over time. It eradicates
mass displacement, completely eliminates the long legal litigation loops
associated with state land grabs, and ensures equitable value-sharing.



Questions:
1. Until which year has the Jal Jeevan Mission (JUJM) 2.0 been officially extended?
A. 2026
B. 2027
C. 2028
D. 2030

2. What is the estimated total cost for the proposed Parandur Greenfield Airport
project in Tamil Nadu?

A.R12,177 crore
B. 218,123 crore
C. 327,400 crore
D. 230,000 crore

3. According to the ADR report on the 2026 Tamil Nadu Assembly Elections, what
was the average vote share secured by the winning candidates?

A. 32.00%
B. 38.99%
C. 48.37%

D. 50.88%

4. Which next-generation digital software system is being implemented by the Tamil
Nadu Registration Department to replace the legacy system?

A. Project BHOOMI 2.0
B. Project REGIS 3.0
C. Project DIGITAL TN

D. Project STAR 3.0



5. Who was recently appointed as the new Chairman of the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) following the OSM system controversies?

A. Lokhande Prashant Sitaram
B. Rahul Singh
C. Varun Bhardwaj
D. S. Radha Chauhan
6. Who is heading the High-Level Committee formed to investigate the mass
exclusion of names from the electoral rolls during the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR)?
A. Surya Kant
B. Prakash Prabhakar Naolekar
C. Digvijaya Singh
D. S. Radha Chauhan
7. Following the recent Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Amendment Ordinance,
what is the maximum sanctioned strength of the Supreme Court excluding the
Chief Justice of India?
A. 31
B. 33
C. 34
D. 37
8. The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) is phasing
out the Wholesale Price Index (WPI). What is the base year for the newly revised
WPI series?
A.2011-12
B. 2018-19
C. 2021-22

D. 2022-23



9. The recently flight-tested RudraM-II, developed by DRDO and the Indian Air
Force, is categorized as which type of missile?

A. Air-to-Air

B. Air-to-Surface

C. Surface-to-Air

D. Surface-to-Surface

10. Delcy Rodriguez, who recently visited India to hold high-stakes energy and
trade discussions, is the Acting President of which nation?

A. Nepal
B. Mexico
C. Venezuela

D. Bangladesh

Answers:
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@ BB WIT-G6uTT 6TeLEMEVLI CLIF&HUTTSH MG LIS GI: FHF D eTeLemeuUiley
FeoTm (NETEMEUEGLD "Early Harvest' (eflemJeumenr eTevemevsd Hiiey) eredTm
SHHTIOMET HL LGNS @QBHUT gMEEH Snl MH 6T60T (LNEOTETTET SMSHT
CFMEH GF. HMHHT TFFFSHETATTT. @G METHS! 6T6V6D)I6V8E1H S G50
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Blevld MGWSEULOSSISNGES WmrmHm §ijey (Land Pooling): B5&TLILIM
o &L LDl eUemI&EH S LMSHEHHEG 2013 FLLESH6TLI  Blevld
M&WSLILMGSSIE (Land Acquisition) J&HEHEG QLIHLD HIH&F&6mL06mU



ghUBSSRDME. @S5MEG WIMMTH, Blev 2 flemwmeTisCeT &mhige6T
BleuSHT @ UGHemUW 2 6THLLmMWLLGSETES 6IWKIS, LIS WLNeTeT
Blovsemnsd AH& LHLIL LT H@HULUL QUMb 'Blevd HFlHeey (Town
Planning - Land Pooling) (pemmenil LledTLMMIaUS FmiHe STelns el
6T60T [F&JenLOLIL| [BlLjevoT TS 6T LIl H & 6m T8 5 edTme6oTy.

adllomeor @ empFFeLMTeL gHUBID He0oTewIsHGSH QS WNES &H&ETSHTT
SIUITWBIGET: l0meoT BlemeumISG6T Mo eflnmerl] LUMeng&eT 3HEs
QFILICUMBES gOUBL QFTLFFFWTET aIDmeT @ emJ&EgevTey (Aircraft
Noise) 2_L 6V 6§65 (Inflammation), LD60T (LSS LDMHMILD BFLOL| LDEDOTL 6V
LTS LL&6T ghUBeusms DRDO allehehmeotserfler guule] aasflasSmsl.
SHCUMMSW NF&GT Qaumid @enIssFe ememel L (HGW (Decibels)
emallh&H eTmertCel T, 918 gHUG S 2 uNflwev FHWmeT &&TSTY
UTHLULEH6TE  HeoosHe) QSMeTaUHeuemnsy 66T SHem6VWIMBISLIN
FLIQESTLOHMSI.

& eTeNl S 6IT:

. 960 PZealer WegeT (JIM) 2.0 SIHSTILILTITS 6HE5 3,600T(H 6U6DIT
BL g &sLUL R 6Tens?

A. 2026
B. 2027
C. 2028

D. 2030

. SUUPBILIRD 2 HCHAHELILILB6TeT UTFHETT UFennal aflinmeor
Blemevuwlsd HL LSRN MM NGOG Q& Ten s 6T60T60T?

A.R12,177 G&ITIQ
B. 218,123 G&ITIq
C. 27,400 G&ITIq
D. 230,000 G&ITIq

. 2026 sUAWLBMH FLLWOWaTMS CsHIH0N GMlEEH ADR oinl&HeamasullerLly,
Qaumm QUMM Caul_LIMeTF&H6T QUMM FITEF] aimd: @ F&HeisLD 6TeoTeor?



A. 32.00%
B. 38.99%
C. 48.37%

D. 50.88%

. Uemlpwl WemmsE UHerns SULBTH USHTLUUS6S SiemmUulmey
QEWeLGSSLILQL AOS5S SoOevwemm 9EILLe) QLT UITH6T
FILLLD eTgI?

A. Sl L1b Wil 2.0 (Project BHOOMI 2.0)

B. B LD Qpgdlehv 3.0 (Project REGIS 3.0)

C. Bl LD 1983116V TN (Project DIGITAL TN)

D. S LD VLT 3.0 (Project STAR 3.0)

. OSM DGILILTL () Whenm FIFmFSHmeTsd QSTLIHS!, LDSH U @)emL Blenevd:
FHevall aumiflw & &) ot (CBSE) L&\ wl &66VEUT TS FLSLSH 6V
BlwdlseslUUl el Wiry?

A. GourmgeoorCL LNp&FMbhS FSHMIMLD

B. JT&6V FIml

C. QI(H600T LITSH6UT

D. 6TeNV. TM&IT F6&HIT60T

. Py a7 &L Lieooflulledr (SIR) GUMTE eUME &My LIL-1qule9ed [BH S
AFHeE  emallevmerr  QUWIHET  BHESLULLS GMlss  alFnflés
MSSHLILLL 2 WFLLE GWelleT Semnevall WITH?

A. GTW &MHS

B. Uigasmeq Ugumsy BCaumCGaasT

C. Hs&alggw Sl

D. 6TenV. TM&IT &F6 & T60T



7. FOLUSHW 2 55 BH WM (BHUDE6T 6revoreool1HmSG) HHHSH eUFTEF
FLLSOSS QBTLIHI, QBT WS Samnevenln hELT WS Haljs5al 2 &&
5\ L0 60TM & &) 60T APGULTF VD GHLILIL L B & LG & erfl ot
6T600T6001 1 &560)85 6T60T60T ?

A. 31
B. 33
C. 34
D. 37

8. QsmhleL IMMID 2 6THTLM afHEHeH GUWUTLHS Senm (DPIT) QLOMSS
allemevs @MU el (WPI) LIQLIUIQUITEHES GOmES UBHRMS. LUHS5MsH
FHHS LI L WPl QSTL(IHEHET6T QL6 600T(h (Base Year) 6T60T60T?

A.2011-12
B. 2018-19
C. 2021-22
D. 2022-23

9. DRDO wmmild @bBHw ellnmerliuenLwme FUILGHO Qeumnl&ETLms
UFGEmTH & LILLL (HSTD-II (RudraM-II) 6165 6UEMES 61685606007 I, & LD?

A. 6UITEOT-(LD&H6V-6UITEOT 6U6DT (Air-to-Air)

B. 6UM6T-(NHV-H6MT @6V G aUem (Air-to-Surface)
C. 5T UWIeS[BHSI-6UTeT euenT (Surface-to-Air)

D. sengulled b aI-Hemy alem (Surface-to-Surface)

10. iflFEE MM UTSSHL CUEHFAIMISHMEHMET HLSSI0USMNHHTSH
FLUSHO @QBHWTANNG aUmHensd SHHS LT GCrmLiléen, obhs
BT L1960 SMETEEH BT SL,eUTH?

A. GBUITETLD

B. QLEHCHT



HORXNOOROD =

C. Qeuedfl&eurm

D. am&TemTCGH&FID

vAvlwlvir wRvEeONe!

eNl6v LS 6IT:
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