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I. Tamil Nadu State Affairs

Judiciary & Law Enforcement
Custodial Death Chargesheet: The CB-CID filed a chargesheet naming six
police personnel (including an Inspector) under murder charges and the
SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act for the custodial death of a Dalit youth,
Akash Delison, in Sivaganga. The police initially claimed he fell from a bridge,
but the chargesheet reveals he was beaten with an iron rod, leading to a fatal
fat embolism. (TNPSC Link: Human Rights, Police Reforms, SC/ST Act).
TANPID Act vs PMLA: The Madras High Court ruled that property
attachments under the Tamil Nadu Protection of Interests of Depositors
(TANPID) Act of 1997 take precedence over the central Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) of 2002. Justice G.R. Swaminathan cited Section 14
of the TANPID Act, which contains a "non-obstante clause" to protect
defrauded investors, a clause missing in the PMLA's attachment provisions.
Infrastructure & Geography:

Parandur Airport Scrapped: The state government officially dropped the
X27,400-crore greenfield airport project at Parandur due to opposition from
Ekanapuram farmers and environmental concerns over waterbodies. Instead,
Terminal S5 will be built at the existing Meenambakkam airport, increasing
capacity from 30 million to 55 million passengers.

Mettur Dam Release: Despite a rainfall deficit in the Cauvery basin, water
from the Stanley Reservoir (Mettur) will be
released for 45 days starting September 1 for
Cauvery delta irrigation.

Monsoon Update: Frequent wet spells in
August have narrowed Tamil Nadu's overall
Southwest monsoon rainfall deficit to 18% Chst Wnistars Comprshatiive
below average‘ Health Insurance Scheme (CMCHIS)
Governance & Social Schemes:

CMCHIS Expansion: Health Minister K.G.
Arunraj announced that the Chief Minister's
Comprehensive Health Insurance Scheme
(CMCHIS) coverage will be increased from %5
lakh to %25 lakh shortly, without the need for
new cards. In-vitro fertilisation (IVF) centers 3 =
will also be expanded to district hospitals.
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government will also establish the Periyar Institute of Emerging Technologies
(PIET) at Anna University.

Disaster Management: The government appointed IAS officers and Ministers
as monitoring officers for all 15 zones in the Greater Chennai Corporation
(GCC) to handle Northeast monsoon relief, coordinated by Minister Aadhav
Arjuna.

II. National Affairs & Polity

Polity & Judiciary:

SC Judge Flags Nepotism: Supreme Court judge Justice Sandeep Mehta
wrote three letters to CJI Surya Kant highlighting "nepotism and favouritism"
by the Acting Chief Justice of the Rajasthan High Court, Sanjeev Prakash
Sharma. The CJI has stated that institutional mechanisms will examine the
allegations. (TNPSC Link: Judicial Accountability & Appointments).
Anti-Defection Law Notices: The Lok Sabha Secretariat issued
disqualification notices to 20 MPs who defected from the Trinamool Congress
to the Nationalist Citizens Party of India (NCPI). This follows a Supreme Court
hearing regarding the delay by the Speaker in taking action under the Tenth
Schedule.

Electoral Roll Anomalies: A data analysis of the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) rolls in Telangana and Karnataka revealed alarming, arbitrary deletions
of voters. Booth-level Officers deleted lakhs of voters citing them as "Shifted"
or "Absent", despite the Election Commission lacking clear guidelines on
deleting "Absent" voters, raising concerns about disenfranchisement.
Security & Defense:

Operation Sindoor Review Demanded: Following remarks by former Chief
of Defence Staff Gen. Anil Chauhan that a loitering munition might have
struck Pakistan's Kirana Hills (housing nuclear facilities) during Operation
Sindoor, the Congress demanded a comprehensive review similar to the post-
1999 Kargil Review Committee.

Smart Border Architecture: The Union Home Ministry is deploying a tech-
driven command-and-control system integrating Al, sensors, and drones for
India's 15,106.7 km land borders. A pilot project on the Pakistan border aims
to counter drone smuggling.
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Record FDI: India attracted
$30.7 billion in gross Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) in the
April-June 2026 quarter, a 15-year high, largely driven by Singapore, the US,
and the Netherlands into the manufacturing sector.

UN Report Rejected: India firmly rejected a UN Committee on the Elimination
of Racial Discrimination (CERD) report alleging discrimination against SCs,
STs, and Rohingya refugees, calling it "politically motivated".
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III. International Affairs

Nepal Flash Floods: A rock-and-ice landslide near the Tibet border triggered
a massive debris-laden flash flood in Nepal's Bhotekoshi River, killing 157
people. Over 133
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Taiwan Drone Budget: Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te pushed a $6.6
billion special budget to acquire 210,000 military drones to defend against
potential Chinese aggression, aiming to turn the conflict zone into a
"hellscape".
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Tech & Law: Meta reached a massive $17 billion settlement with 47 US states
over a lawsuit accusing the company of deliberately designing features to
addict teenagers to social media and worsening the youth mental health
crisis.

IV. Editorials & Exam-Focused Analysis

1. Editorial: "The High Cost of India's Private Health-care Boom"
Author: Chandrakant Lahariya

Core Issue & Context: The editorial analyzes the 176th Report of the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Health and Family Welfare,
highlighting the alarming disparity in healthcare costs between public and
private sectors and the commercialization of medical treatments.

Key Data Points:

The average cost of hospitalisation is ¥50,508 in a private facility, compared
to just 26,631 in a government facility.

For childbirth, the out-of-pocket expenditure averages 337,630 in private
hospitals against 32,299 in public ones.

Arguments & Analysis:

Information Asymmetry: In healthcare, the provider (doctor/hospital)
knows more than the consumer (patient). When private equity and venture
capital enter the healthcare sector, aggressive revenue targets push hospitals
into "over-medicalisation" (unnecessary MRIs, C-sections, and prolonged ICU
stays).

Regulatory Failures: While the committee recommended capping private
metro hospital room tariffs to match nearby three-star hotels, the author
argues this is insufficient because hospitals will simply hike charges for other
components (medicines, nursing) to compensate.

TNPSC Way Forward/Solutions:

Implement DRG: India needs a "Diagnosis-Related Groups (DRG)" system,
which standardizes hospital reimbursement by paying a fixed, predetermined
amount based on the diagnosis and procedure, rather than billing for
individual services.

Scrutinize FDI: The government must review Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
in hospital acquisitions to ensure it adds new beds in underserved districts
rather than just monopolizing existing metro hospitals.

Strengthen Public Health: Price caps will not work if the public system
remains understaffed. Public hospitals must become a credible first choice,
not a last resort for the poor.
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2. Editorial: "Making India's Food System Climate-Proof Cannot Wait"
Authors: Elisabeth Faure & Purvi Mehta

Core Issue & Context: India has successfully transitioned from food aid
dependency in the 1960s to producing over 350 million tonnes of foodgrains,
feeding 800 million people via the National Food Security Act (NFSA) of 2013.
However, this system is highly vulnerable to extreme weather events.
Arguments & Analysis:

Concentrated Risk: The current procurement system is overly dependent on
the rice-wheat cycle and is concentrated in specific geographies that are now
facing severe groundwater depletion and heat stress.

Value Chain Vulnerability: Climate risks affect the entire supply chain.
Extreme heat reduces wheat yields, erratic monsoons cause floods, and heat
damages storage and transport infrastructure.

TNPSC Way Forward/Solutions:

Build a "Climate Buffer": Just as India built grain reserves to prevent
famines, it must now build a climate buffer by diversifying procurement to
include millets, pulses, and oilseeds.

Revamp the PDS: The Public Distribution System (PDS) must progressively
reinforce a diversified food basket tailored to local water and climate
conditions, linking food security with nutritional security and water
conservation.

Integrate Climate Forecasts: The NFSA monitoring framework must include
indicators for heat and water stress, and IMD forecasts should directly
influence buffer-stock and procurement decisions.

3. Opinion: "Restoring Lakes by Going Beyond Quick Fixes"

Author: Mohan Chandra Pargaien

Core Issue & Context: Urban wetlands and lakes are being destroyed at an
alarming rate due to rapid, unplanned urbanization, eroding cities' natural
defenses against climate change (floods and heat islands).

Arguments & Analysis:

The "Opportunity Cost" Mindset: Due to skyrocketing peri-urban land
prices in cities like Chennai, Hyderabad, and Bengaluru, municipal bodies
and developers view lakes as "vacant land" or an opportunity cost, leading to
active encroachment.

Cosmetic vs. Ecological Fixes: Municipalities often focus on superficial
beautification (promenades, lighting, fencing) while ignoring the actual
ecological repair required, such as clearing blocked feeder channels and
securing catchments.

TNPSC Way Forward/Solutions:
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The HYDRAA Model: The author praises Telangana's newly formed
Hyderabad Disaster Response and Asset Protection Agency (HYDRAA), which
has successfully reclaimed encroached lakebeds (like Nalla Cheruvu) by
clearing illegal structures in the Full Tank Level (FTL) zones and desilting
feeder channels.

Institutional Reforms: Water bodies must be formally integrated into city
master planning with absolute legal protection. Citizen engagement
(grassroots "lake champions") must be institutionalized within governance
frameworks.

4. Text & Context: "How Can States Use Disaster Funds for Heatwaves?"
Author: Shravan Prabhu

Core Issue & Context: The Ministry of Home Affairs recently added
heatwaves and lightning to India's list of 14 notified natural calamities. This
follows the 16th Finance Commission (FC- XVI) guidelines.

Arguments & Analysis:

Funding Asymmetry Removed:
Previously, a State could declare a
heatwave a "local disaster" but could
only use up to 10% of its State
Disaster Response Fund (SDRF).
Now, this ceiling is removed.
Resource Allocation: The FC-XVI
recommended 2.04 lakh crore for
State disaster funds (2026-27 to
2030-31). States can now use the
SDRF for immediate relief/compensation for heatstroke deaths, and the State
Disaster Mitigation Fund (SDMF) for long-term projects like cooling shelters
and early-warning systems.

Current Gaps: Over 57% of Indian districts face high heat risk, yet only 300
cities/districts currently have Heat Action Plans (HAPs). Most local bodies
lack the technical capacity to prepare fundable mitigation projects.

TNPSC Way Forward/Solutions:

Expand HAPs: Heat Action Plans must be expanded to the remaining 4,800
urban local bodies and 800 districts.

Parametric Insurance: States should use fast, pre-agreed financial tools like
parametric insurance (which pays out automatically when a set temperature
threshold is crossed).

5. Editorial: "Grounded" (Parandur Airport Cancellation)
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Core Issue & Context: The Tamil Nadu government scrapped the 227,400
crore Parandur greenfield airport project following protests from Ekanapuram
farmers and environmental concerns regarding water bodies.

Arguments & Analysis:

Economic Necessity: The editorial argues that for Tamil Nadu to achieve its
goal of a $1.5 trillion economy by 2036, stable infrastructure policy is vital.
Scrapping major projects creates a perception of instability.

Losing Ground: While Chennai debates a second airport, Bengaluru and
Hyderabad built theirs in 2008. Consequently, their passenger traffic grew at
an annual average of 10% (2016-2026), compared to just 2.4% for Chennai.
The Reality of Mega Projects: The editorial notes that no mega-project can
happen without disturbing the environment or society to some extent (citing
Amsterdam's Schiphol airport, which was built over a lake).

TNPSC Way Forward/Solutions:

The State must rapidly identify a new site with minimal
agricultural/ecological disruption, keeping in mind that building a greenfield
airport takes 5 to 7 years. Chennai urgently needs more runways, not just
passenger terminals.
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l. sWIpHN(EH wmblev G&FWSl&6T (Tamil Nadu State Affairs)

umbgmt elloreor Hlemeuwb T&HG: &TEHSYTD WwIeu" L b uThGTfléd Siemwwedl(HHs
27,400 Ga&mgq wélaiSlevieot ugemio eSlmeot Hlemevwsd Sl L &ems, ellenamulls erflesr
eTSIT0Y WHMID &DHMIF GV SMTEOIHISEH&SNS (Hiblemevsdr ursliy) SWIDHTH
D& SISlsMriLy Feuons &N HoToTs). T Chennallive
8s5HGU  udlevns, Beonbundsd  eSlwmeot
Hlemevwd Slev ySHw emeonubd 5 (Terminal 5)

SoWHESUUBD, SHST ewoeuld  UwellEsemer \
&DHSUJH@LD &ﬂ)aﬂ- %m@ ai@ 30 Chief Minister's Comprehensive

Health Insurance Scheme (CMCHIS)

1blebeSlweofleS) (b &) 55 blebeSlweoras
3155 féH@E 0.

TANPID &L_Lib vs PMLA: 1997 b ,600TL9. 60T
SWOIDHIH (WSS _Lnemi&ser Hevedr UNgIsMILE
s LGSt (TANPID Act) &1 ©&nsgdecmer
WPL&GG), bHSIW D&t usor@unely &HUYE
&L $608 (PMLA — 2002) oSl Gevneorgy eresrmy [ e
@&csroment 2 wii HEHlwesrmd Hivueflsgerors. '
(pBOSI_LeTimenem’) LIGISMILSHSTeT Sniy COVER FROMI5LTOZ25L  »
edSl&eir (non—obstante clause) TANPID &1°_L&&lest Slifley 14—6v 2_siteng) eteor HSUS]
D). Dp1i. SeuMDIBIGGOT &l 1q SH&ITL_Lq GOTI.

smacv Hlemovw wrewnbd: Fleushicnsuiley penas OILeSeadsT 6redim &emerehi

snoucv HlemovwdSlev 2 wlflphs oupsSHlev, 6(H YPeument 2 I UL 6 STEUGVT&H6T
Bg FY-Sfxg @smemev eupdE& WHMID oTeivél/erevlg (SC/ST) eucsTO&N(H 6oL
sbBuys sl LsSleor B GHOULSSIflons sTds0 OFIgIEToNg). UTevdSledHibHg)
NWhssTE sMeucLgIcmn (WY sadw Hlemeuulley, Spby  sSbGlwmey
H1eEsIUL_L HTCevEW Sieui 2 uilflphsmi eTesrug) HGuNg @& flweubgieTerng).

S Liser wHmb Hiiemsh: (paHevemwesiler allfleuner wmHSHMES SIS (HS
Sl L &8ledt (CMCHIS) eumiby 35 eul_&551e9pbhg I25 eul_&wns ellemrelley
2 WwissuuL 2 6Teng) (B5MH©& USu Si_coLser Gsemeuuilevemev). Guwepib, &medif]
@LovLnm unseisSHheEns FiLbul 1 WPHL 45 HIL SEHHES Gwl B
SiemeooruleS(pibh &l HevorewTi SlmésIu(H .
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Il. B58w GFwSHs6r whHmIb Dirflwed (National Affairs &
Polity)
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lll. FieuBs& Hsaysdr (International Affairs)
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(Editorials & Analysis)
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