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The Union Cabinet will cele.
song, ‘Vande Mataram’, throu,,
its role in the freedom .

About the National Song

» The song Vande Mataram was
composed in Sanskrit by
Bankimchandra Chatterji in 1875
and featured in his novel
Anand Math (1882).

+ Dr. Rajendra Prasad officially
designated it as the national
song in the Constituent
Assembly on January 24, 1950,
stating it would hold equal
status with the national
anthem, Jana Gana Mana.
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+ The Constitution of India.
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Constitution, its ideals,
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1. Tamil Nadu & Regional News

Cauvery Water Dispute: Tamil Nadu has approached the Supreme Court
citing a shortfall of 20 TMC of Cauvery water, while Karnataka responded
that it is facing a "terrible drought" and has done its best to comply. Tamil
Nadu argued that both the Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA)
and the Cauvery Water Regulation Committee (CWRC) have failed to
address the deficit.

Palm Seed Planting Drive: The Tamil Nadu government, alongside NGOs
like Green Needa and ExNoRa International, has launched a State-wide
drive to plant one crore palm seeds. Inaugurated in Kancheepuram, the
initiative aims to strengthen waterbody bunds, prevent soil erosion, and
improve groundwater recharge.

Anti-Defection Loophole: The Madras High Court stated it is up to
Parliament to enact a law preventing legislators from resigning only to shift
political allegiance and re-contest the same seat in the resulting bypolls.
The court dismissed a PIL seeking to disqualify such MLAs or recover
election costs from them.

High Court on "House Husbands": In a divorce case involving a doctor
couple, the Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court remarked that just
as there are housewives, there can be "house husbands," suggesting this
should become a "new normal" to help preserve marriages, especially for
career-oriented women.

2. National News

Digi Yatra Expansion: The facial recognition-based airport access system,
Digi Yatra, is preparing a pilot
program  for  international
departures from October to
December 2026 across
Bengaluru, Delhi, Hyderabad,
Kochi, and Mumbai airports.
The system will use e-passport
scanning and selfie verification.
OBC Creamy Layer Policy:
The Union government has J
petitioned the Supreme Court to apply a March 11, 2026 Judgment on
OBC non-creamy layer status prospectively rather than retrospectively.




The Centre argued that retrospective implementation—which excludes
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aimed at preventing underage marriages.
Analogue Paneer Restrictions: The Food
Safety and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) proposed an amendment to
restrict the manufacture and sale of ~
analogue products labeled as "Paneer" if their constituents are not derived
from milk, aiming to prevent consumer misinformation.

3. Economy & Business

12 Years of Make in India: Twelve
years after its 2014 launch, data
indicates India's manufacturing
sector has struggled to materially
increase its share in economic
growth, employment, or global
exports. While non-petroleum
exports grew by 53% to $388.3 .

billion in 2025-26, India's share of RI-{LEIN[s]V:

global merchandise exports has INITIATIVE COMPLETES 12 YEARS
remained flat at around 1.7%. PLI
scheme investments are also highly
concentrated, with 83% going to just five sectors.

Edible Oil Import Duty Cut: Ahead of the festive season, the Union
government reduced the Basic Customs Duty (BCD) on crude sunflower
oil from 10% to nil, and on crude soyabean and palm oil from 10% to 5%.
This aims to moderate domestic retail prices amid rising global rates.
SEBI Overhauls Settlement Norms: SEBI introduced a new framework
for settlement proceedings to reduce regulatory discretion, including a
formula for calculating settlement amounts and a fast-track mechanism
for cases under 10 lakh. SEBI also overhauled Portfolio Managers
Regulations to ease compliance.




4. International News

U.S.-China Relations: Chinese President Xi Jinping met with U.S.
President Donald Trump at the White House, urging that the superpowers
peacefully manage their rivalry and ensure "no conflict and no
confrontation". Xi also stressed that Al development must remain under
human control, contrasting with Trump's dismissal of Al threat warnings.
Iran Warns of Wider War: An adviser to Iran's Supreme Leader warned
that Tehran might expand the ongoing West Asia conflict to the Indian
Ocean if the U.S. attacks again. This threat brings the U.S.-British military
base at Diego Garcia into focus. Meanwhile, a U.S. deadline passed for
global firms to halt business with Iranian airlines under "economic D-Day"
sanctions.

Greenland Security Deal: The U.S., Denmark, and Greenland signed a
new security agreement allowing the U.S. to expand its military presence
in Greenland (Narsarsuaq and Mestersvig). This deal formalizes
restrictions on non-NATO powers (like China and Russia) establishing
military or sensitive investments on the island.



5. Important Editorials for TNPSC (Mains
Perspective)

1. A Nation’s Song: Vande Mataram and Constitutional Values

Context of the Editorial: The editorial criticizes the Union Government's recent
push to mandate the singing of all six stanzas of the National Song, Vande
Mataram. Recently, Parliament passed the Prevention of Insults to National
Honour (Amendment) Act, 2026, extending penal provisions to the National
Song, and the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) issued orders mandating its mass
singing.

Key Arguments:

Historical Context: During the
freedom  struggle (1937), the
Congress Working Committee
resolved to sing only the first two
stanzas of Vande Mataram at
national gatherings, as the later
stanzas invoke the motherland as
Hindu deities, which might not align
with the inclusive nature of a
secular nation.

Imposition vs. Patriotism: The
author argues that patriotism is an
embodiment of solidarity, not forced
uniformity. The government's
actions amount to compulsion.
Judicial Precedent: The Supreme
Court in the Bijoe Emmanuel case
(1986) clearly held that no law

150 Years of the
National Song
Vande Mataram

The Union Cabinet will celebrate 150 years of the national
song, 'Vande Mataram’, throughout India, honouring
its role in the freedom struggle

About the National Song
* The song Vande Mataram was
composed in Sanskrit by
Bankimchandra Chatterji in 1875 %
and featured in his novel
song in the Constituent %

Anand Math (1882).

« Dr. Rajendra Prasad officially
designated it as the national
Assembly on January 24, 1950, f\‘"
stating it would hold equal [
status with the national VA

anthem, Jana Gana Mana.

« The Constitution of India.
under Articie 51A(a), requrires
citizens to respect the
Constitution, its ideals,
institutions, the National Flag,
and the National Anthem,

but does not mention the
national song. W
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obliges anyone to sing the National Anthem; standing in respectful silence
is not an offense. The editorial urges the Court to apply this precedent to
the National Song to preserve India's "unity in diversity".

TNPSC Background & Mains Linkage (Polity & Constitution):

Fundamental Duties: Article 51A(a) mandates citizens to respect the
National Flag and the National Anthem. Notably, the Constitution does not

explicitly mention the "National Song".

Fundamental Rights: Forcing an individual to sing violates Article 19(1)(a)
(Freedom of Speech and Expression, which implicitly includes the right to
remain silent) and Article 25 (Freedom of Religion).

Prelims Fact: Vande Mataram was written by Bankim Chandra Chatterjee
in his novel Anandamath (1882) and was first sung politically at the 1896
session of the Indian National Congress.



2. The Murky World of Political Party Finance

Context of the Editorial: Authored by former Election Commissioner Ashok
Lavasa, this lead article highlights the severe lack of transparency in political
funding in India. Despite the Supreme Court striking down the Electoral Bonds
scheme in 2024, the underlying issues of unaccounted political wealth persist.
Key Arguments:

The Problem of RUPPs: There are thousands of Registered Unrecognised
Political Parties (RUPPs). Recently, the Election Commission of India (ECI)
delisted 334 RUPPs. Many of these act as "shell parties" to route tax-
exempt money. In FY2022-23, RUPPs saw a 223% rise in their declared
income.
Tax Exemptions: Under Section 13A of the Income-tax Act, political
parties enjoy massive tax exemptions. Over the last decade, the exchequer
lost *11,813 crore due to these exemptions.
Proposed Reforms: The ECI lacks the power to thoroughly investigate
party accounts. Lavasa suggests:
1. The Supreme Court should order a court-monitored probe into the
wealth of "shell" parties.
2. The ECI must mandate that the Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG) audit political party accounts.
3. A strict limit should be imposed on the expenditure of political
parties during elections, and tax exemptions must be capped at this
limit.

TNPSC Background & Mains Linkage (Governance & Electoral Reforms):

RPA, 1951: Section 29A deals with the registration of political parties,
while Section 29B deals with accepting contributions.

ECI's Powers: Article 324 grants the ECI the power of superintendence,
direction, and control of elections. The Supreme Court (Kanhiya Lal Omar
vs. R.K. Trivedi) termed Article 324 a '"reservoir of authority,” which ECI
should use to clean up election finance.

RTI Act: Political parties have continuously resisted the 2013 Central
Information Commission (CIC) order that brought them under the ambit
of the Right to Information Act.

3. Policing the Line Between Publicity and Justice

Context of the Editorial: This article discusses the problematic police practice
of parading handcuffed accused individuals before the media or circulating their
photos on social media immediately after arrest, well before trial or production
before a magistrate.

Key Arguments:



Violation of Rights: Broadcasting an arrested person's face creates a
public presumption of guilt, destroying the foundational legal principle of
"innocent until proven guilty".

Legal Vacuum: Current laws like the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), 2023, allow the publication of absconders to secure their
appearance, but this does not give police the right to use photographs for
publicity at the investigation stage. The Criminal Procedure (Identification)
Act, 2022, allows taking measurements/photos but does not permit
circulating them to the media.

Way Forward: A uniform national protocol is needed to separate legitimate
investigative necessity (like finding a fugitive) from prejudicial publicity
(showcasing police achievements).

TNPSC Background & Mains Linkage (Social Justice & Law):

Article 21: The Right to Life and Personal Liberty includes the Right to a
Fair Trial and the Right to Privacy (upheld in the K.S. Puttaswamy
judgment). Pre-trial media trials violate the dignity of the accused.
Recent Criminal Laws: The transition from CrPC to BNSS, 2023, is highly
relevant for Mains. Aspirants must understand how the new laws balance
law enforcement with human rights.

4. Parley: Should Permanent Membership and Veto Powers of the UNSC be
Abolished?

Context of the Editorial: This interview-style article (Parley) discusses France's
recent proposal at the UN General Assembly (UNGA) to regulate the use of the
"veto" power by the PS nations (US, UK, France, China, and Russia).

Key Arguments & Global Initiatives:

French-Mexican Initiative (2015): This proposes a voluntary restraint
where PS5 members agree not to use their veto power in situations involving
genocide, crimes against humanity, and large-scale war crimes. Recently,
the UK joined France in accepting this principle.

Liechtenstein Initiative (2022): Adopted by the UNGA, this mandates
that whenever a veto is cast in the Security Council, the UNGA must
convene within 10 working days. The vetoing member is forced to explain
and defend its actions before the global community, ensuring political
accountability.

ACT Code of Conduct: The Accountability, Coherence, and Transparency
initiative asks all UNSC members (permanent and non-permanent) not to
vote against credible actions designed to prevent mass atrocities.

TNPSC Background & Mains Linkage (International Relations):

UNSC Reforms: This is a core topic in IR. The UN Charter (Article 27)
grants the veto power to the five permanent members.

India's Stance: India, alongside the G4 nations (India, Brazil, Germany,
Japan), has been consistently demanding structural reform of the UNSC



and an expansion of permanent membership to reflect contemporary
geopolitical realities.

Relevance: The misuse of the veto by major powers has paralyzed the UN
during critical humanitarian crises (e.g., the Russia-Ukraine war and the
Israel-Palestine conflict).



1. sOIDHIEH wH oD SEmbHw @FLISS6T (Tamil Nadu &
Regional News)

o &MBaufl pHBIY Glpdsomer: &1Goufl phmlev 20 TMC B (Goomun(y
2 otonHN&s oMl SWIDHIH D& 2 && BSLETMHOES DigmSluerens),
,60MM6L SHHHNL&IT "&(H emwwneot eupl_Feow" 6ISIFOCGTETRISTHD, Shis 6oL
Swermevenn Heord Sohgiedll (Herersnsab usleveilssgierergl. srT@eufl Bi
Guwovnetoremd ememonud (CWMA) whmib &r@eufl B suwmstHm (&
(CWRC) o8l Srnesor(flo &bhs ubhmnd@Goomenwd Sisssd soumledl’ L cor
eT6oTM) HSWIDHM([H Ul (Heirens).

o uomeor aflemd BEHD S Lib: HWOIDBIEH s, Green Needa whmib ExNoRa
International @unedim O&neorl HlmieucomhisEHLGST Somewibgl, bHlevd
W ougIb 6 Caig uemeot 6Slems & emarT B[R D Sl L&HmssH QS _rhiSlu|eToTs.
s1epflursslev @smmistu’ L Shs S L, Biblenevseflesr &cmrsements
uevUIU(h $H50|D, esor Sifllieoud &[H&EHMD, Hlevsslq Bl L §H608 2 Wishsn|b
B6v&H618:8 (0\&1600T(H 6T g).

o &L8S snauch sooLd &L HSlob 2 drer Goomun(: &L 1oesTm 2 myUSleoniseir
Shiser ugelleow prgdleomon Q&GN (H, wrHm & H&E i N6H
@Qs1&SWiey BeorHd SBoeoL H8sIH0lL  CBum_iquilHeuemsd &H &S,
BILI@EHWL6TMD Hredr F LIb Swbm Goucor(fld o16dTm ©OFSTemeoT 2 wif
RSl O5fleNsgieTergl. DiGHemsW F_L6dTm 2 mSlenisemersd & @
Bé&sD OFwCar Dcvovs Saisealllb Suphgs GsiscL ©O&Fcve s Mo
6U(&,09166Cour Gamilw GUNgIHov QIPHms BSIDETDID HoiT(EHULY O\FIISHE).

o "amajév @movuereo" (House Husbands) @Ml 2 wi BHweirmib:
LO(HS ST &6iT SuSléH & SoeoL_ Cuwimeot Neunsns &) oup&&lov,
Sovoussr8lser (Housewives) GupUuemss BumeuBeu, "&6LovS ST &I (GTHID"
(House husbands) &mé&eumbd eTadTm ©&F6csTemeot 2 wiif HSHIoesTmSHSI6oT gHiemr
Slomor HMHSHGH OsfeNsgieTons. & o "ySw Swevyblemevwns" (new
normal) o Geuesor(Hib eTedTMID, & MIUTES Couemevd & & GlEcueId ©luGtor & oiflesT
Sl aMpHmSWN  UTHSTES & 2 Ha|b orermid BElesrmbd
& MHl6ITOMG).



2. Bs8w @FwHser (National News)
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3. Qunpemsmb wHmIbd aleflsb (Economy & Business)
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150 Years of the
National Song
Vande Mataram

The Union Cabinet will celebrate 150 years of the national
song, 'Vande Mataram’, throughout India, honouring
its role in the freedom struggle

About the National Song
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Bankimchandra Chatterji in 1875
and featured in his novel
Anand Math (1882).
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under Articie 51A(a), requrires
citizens to respect the

Constitution, its ideals,
institutions, the National Flag,
and the National Anthem,

but does not mention the

@miig & &MY Sevemev.

DT FMT6L Slewfléstiuh b 86866061
BLAIGHOSHT S LMmuiu(bh &&HigounsGer
(compulsion) SiemwUYD.

. BSlosdrm  (pore_smewnbd: GG
BiboreoyBeved aupssdled (1986), @5Ew &&b
un  wreeqyb & LMUOUBSSHS el gl
6T65TMIID, SicowSHhwns Hledrmm@ev
Gungioneig etdTMID 2 F&F BT
Sivueflsss. Shss Siveou  CsElw
UIML_6pI&(&Lb GledTumm), SibSHlwneSlesr
usST(WPHSHGHeoTemwemnws  (unity in  diversity)
Ui @ouevor (b 6T 60T
eueSlymIS&HUIUL_(HeTerg).

1q 6reorSleTeivd @uwudlesreio @& m_iy (Polity &
Constitution):

o 3lqQUUEDHL SHLD&GOT: FI585 5S1A(a)
Casflws @s&smg wHmd CsHw &E555DE
wflutens CFMSHE somSIDE, U 6oTTeL
SirflwevemotiSley  "GHFWG  umL_ev" UMM

o IquiuemL 2 flemwadr: uTHaIsHE RUIbEIEOIS & LMUIUBSHG IS8
19(1)(a) (Gu&s wHmId &SHSHGHIfloow - Slov SeowSHwTs SEHHESD
2 flemwulb SILhHIGD) wHOMID FIHH 25 (b5F &&5HSITD) WHlwebhemm

BmIcusN&b.

2. owflwev s_Sfsefleor HlSlweflidleh 2_erer Supeor udbsib (The Murky World of

Political Party Finance)

Slesreoremfl (Context): (wedreoimeir Homevemnd BHIHL Dpomesonuli D@&MEH eveuTEFT

TS  B&s_(Hoor,  Smflwe

s _&saflestr  HlHlwnsmmiisefles 2 eirer

@eavefliuemL &g 6iTem SesTeml GHMISg elleaunSHleSimg).

W& anghiser (Key Arguments):

o smBsfldasiuns &L _fseflesr (RUPPs) Ulrdsemer: &FBushdlev Baiisev
Spemeonud (ECl) 334 smmSsflssiung ule] Qesbwiu’ L Sir&lwuey

&_&laemer (RUPPs) BasHluerensg). Semen aulfl 6llevd @ ©Qumieushaineor "Gumedl



&_&fooms"  (shell parties) Oewevu@pSledrmeor. 2022-23  HlHlwnesorig v
SeaubMledT eu(ponend 223% diSl&iflsgieTens).

aflE sFeemassor: apwreor cuflE &L Glfle 13A-61 & Siw&Hwev
&s_8asohdselU Quapb aflF spcmssdr defléssiu@pSHleimer. &Lbs 10
,6001 (h Boiflev S eommev r&HsHE 311,813 Csmg cufl Sy abul’_(HeTerg).
wereumduiu@h FiSlgpdshsdr: SsHs5omsw  Cunedl & Ssofler  HS
GMSGH 2 &5 BHSlweimd saorsnaniilley eSlemenemr BLSHUIUL Geeor (B Lb.
Sirflwev &°_Saeflesr Haordb@Gaomnor Hagdl (CAG) sanflbomns @& Bsiison
pooeonud 2 G168 Goustor(Bb. BsisHeL GFLRGEHEE 2 F&aUTbY
Hlifeooru9l g1, Siubs eumbllibH@&eir i [HGw auflefevdE eflésiuL Geuetor(Hib.

19 orcdrdlereiodl @uwulledreio @sm_iii) (Governance & Electoral Reforms):

wdsar SirSHSHszas & Lib (RPA), 1951 Yifla) 29A Simflwev &1 &&emen
uble @Feug GOISHD, Gfle) 29B HiSysel Oumeug GOS0
oMerd&HSImG).

Caisch yomaonudSler DiSlsmb: sT55 324 CHiHL emaonusSihHEHs
Csemauunest Sl ens DliefléSlnsl. &asTenamir cure) gl aupsSley 2_&&
BSlcmDd Seoss GOWG_ G, Gsisc BSlemw WednIURss Gsis6u
60600 BHEH NGBS s LWeTUB &85 Cauesor(Hib 6TeoTd do MlujeiTeng).

3. aflemburid wHmib HHéHE SonGuimest Gan(l (Policing the Line Between Publicity and
Justice)
Slesreoremfl (Context): emsg QFEWWOIUL L GHOMD &ML OUL L OIFHED6T et &hig 6T

W6t HlmssHag wHNID SeuiseflesT LemESUIUL hGHEm6T &ops 6MemH6eVS S olhiserfley
urtyeugl @sm_ifunest GlTé&emeoTsemer &6 8 omeunhishd CuasSima.
&5 anghiser (Key Arguments):

2 flemwaer Bmev: sppeuflesr (P& dHoms Geeflll(haug), "&bmb HlerGlésasiiuh b
oueor HlrurnSl" 6161 SigqliuedL F L § 5585015608 DnIaIsTELb.

FL L SeooL@evefl: umdw prsfls srdeagn scrasm (BNSS) 2023 wbmib
GSHOSNIWEH HEOL (PemD (SiemLWNemD &iieorev) &FL L 1b 2022 pSlweubilev,
eMNemburSSIH&MEL HemsUIUL hisemel UWeTUBRSHS &SMeNcu&IemmdE Aens)
S6vem6v. & GBI6ULD 6D GUITGOT IhUIT& 606 S Gy wL_HGw 85l
) S&&EUUL_(HoTers).

WerBamsSiu utems: Gbhoounefloowsd GCHHBHESD, &nacvgemmuilesr
@upenwsEETsS 6Slemburd G&HeISHESIL 2 drem 6SlGSHWNEsHemns 2 6ol éGHID
euemaUiley 6 CaH&w GBI emm (national protocol) eu@dsuL. Geuesor (Hib.

1 6r6ori9l6T6i0S] @IouSledreiv @M (Social Justice & Law):



FI5%H 21: oumpeusmsieor 2 flemwullev Hlwmuwneor eSlEmTemnemrdasiner 2 flemwn
whmib Hoofl 2 flemwo (Right to Privacy — K.S. yi' L smbl eupsdben) <p&lwemey
SILBIGD. 21 & oNlemremeor  (Media trial) cp@poufledr & evoramilwug emsU
unSl&Emg).

ySw @Gomedwey &L mser: CrPC-&@&U udlouns eubgierer BNSS 2023
&L Slest westun(y @wullesteiv Csiieyd@E Wisa|b (P&SWTETE).

4. g2.160. UNGHISMUY Fenuudley (UNSC) e GLr Siflasmib (Parley: UNSC Veto Power)

Slesreoremfl (Context): eo.brm. @ungd Femuulley (UNGA), Hlrbsr 2 mydy mr{ senmeor P5
wih&eT (Ewflésn, Shisleunbsl Slrnesrev, Feorr, TawT) LWETUR SEHID "eS G
(Veto) diflamsHemns (pemmiiu@hss Ylnmesren (pwer@umdlibs S L b &DHs eSleunsid

SN

&5 anghser & Ffalss (wwbhSlser (Key Arguments):

NOrEh&-OwsfAssh WaTWwhHH (2015): SenuEostemew  WHMID
Cumis@bohmser Hlewd SLmsefles P5 mrhser shuser 657 GLm
SSHMSH s LWESTUR SGloucms s Sons (WeiTalbg §eSlidss Geuetor(Hid 6Teor
8551 Lib o MISIDG). FBus Slev Si&levnbg) 88 cmeot
of (D )18 )& T600T (1 6T O Gl

SF@Fciroviecsr (perpwbhE  (2022): @mpr.  OQuiglE  FeOUWIMEL
ahmsesmeTemiiur_L 855" L_sSledruig, oS GLm iSlsnmib
UwedTU(R HHUUL_L 6L 10 BITL_&©HEE6T LIUNgIEF Fomu selq., Sibs P5 mHi(h) &Hoors)
WIg.6y&aneor lerdesdomns ielfléds Geuetor(hb.

ACT pLHm8 o6il5l (Code of Conduct): @uupd unSliysemers &(H &G0
LA &Se&HOHdHE o1Hnnes UNSC 2 mitlleniser aunésoflésd ol ng ereor
88 so.nSDG).

19 ereoriSleTeindl @oulSlesreiv @am_ii (International Relations):

UNSC &iSlmdshuser: wm.mr. snscsbSlesr (UN Charter) sndHs 27, P5
BIH&HEHEE 65°_CLT iSlemsens SeflesSine.

ShHwrallesr Hleoovoun@: SHHlwreyd G4 pBIHsEHD (SHHwr, GGT&ev,
Oe2ioeoll, eplunedt)  eupm.  umgIsMIy  Foouwlled  Blobsr 2 mitnSleont
616001 600fl &5 6078 GO iflsflésa|b, &L_L_eoliy Fi &H(5S Hhis cmor
Guh@smerereyb OSM_iihg euedlymiss euhHesTmeot.
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