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1. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & GLOBAL

AFFAIRS
The 18th BRICS Summit in New Delhi

The New Delhi Declaration: The BRICS nations adopted the "New Delhi
Declaration" during the summit chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The declaration reaffirmed the bloc's commitment to mutual respect,
sovereign equality, and democracy.

West Asia Conflict: Following a last-minute compromise between Iran and
the UAE, the declaration called for "maximum restraint” in the West Asia war,
avoiding direct references to U.S. and Israeli attacks on Iran or Iran's
subsequent strikes on the UAE. s
Stance on Israel and Palestine: The grouping
declared strong criticism of Israel for its
bombardments in Gaza and Lebanon and the

displacement of Palestinians. It expressed ® 13th BRICS Summit
. . -Sep-21
support for a Palestinian state and backed 9 New Delh India
. . . .
South  Africa's case against Israel in Y e
international courts. vedngs
. . . ® h CS S i
Global Governance Reform: Prime Minister 2224 Auguet 2033

Q Johannesburg,
South Africa

Modi urged BRICS leaders to transition from
"rule takers to rule shapers". He proposed 10
points for global governance reform to be
developed into a "BRICS Reform Roadmap". The
declaration also called for a comprehensive
reform of the UN, advocating for a greater role
for India and Brazil in the UNSC.

Economic Cooperation: The grouping supported BRICS trade mechanisms,
specifically highlighting the push for intra-BRICS payments using national
currencies. It also condemned the imposition of unilateral coercive measures
like tariffs and sanctions.

India-China Bilateral Relations

@ 16th BRICS Summit
22-24 October 2024
Q Kazan, Russia

@ 17th BRICS Summit
6-7 July 2025
Q Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Sidelines of BRICS: Prime Minister Modi held a bilateral meeting with
Chinese President Xi Jinping, where both leaders welcomed the "steady
progress” in their bilateral ties since their last meeting in August 2025.
Border Peace: PM Modi emphasized that peace and tranquillity in the border
areas are the essential basis for the development of bilateral relations.
China's 4-Point Framework: President Xi outlined four points for long-term
development: rational strategic understanding, cooperation through mutual
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benefit, mutual respect and understanding, and openness and inclusiveness
through multilateral cooperation in forums like the UN, SCO, BRICS, and G-
20.

Geopolitics: Attack on Saudi Oil Pipeline

Saudi Arabia shut down its 1,200-kilometre-long East-West pipeline following
aerial attacks originating from Iraq, where Iran-backed militias operate.
Economic Impact: This pipeline is highly strategic as it acts as an alternative
to the Strait of Hormuz and moves nearly 5 million barrels of oil per day,
accounting for 5% of the global supply.

2. NATIONAL NEWS & SECURITY

NIA Action on Terrorism

A special National Investigation Agency (NIA) court in Jammu issued a non-
bailable arrest warrant against Hafiz Muhammad Saeed, the founder of
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT).

The case relates to his involvement in providing weapons, money, and
directives to terrorists operating in the Kashmir Valley.

3. TAMIL NADU STATE NEWS &
ADMINISTRATION

Governance and Foreign Investment

UK Visit: Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay embarked on his first foreign visit to
the U.K. to attract industrial investments for Tamil Nadu.

Sports Infrastructure: During this visit, he flagged off the Michelin Le Mans
Cup at the Silverstone circuit in Northampton. This ties into the State
Government's recently announced vision to establish a 'Motor Sports City' in
Tamil Nadu to host Formula 1, 2, 3, and 4 races, as well as an 'Olympic City'
in Chennai to train athletes for future Olympics.

State Water Resources Management
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Krishna River Water Crisis:
Due to a sharp decline in the
inflow of Krishna River water,
the Tamil Nadu Water Resources
Department (WRD) officially
requested the Andhra Pradesh
government to increase the
water release from the
Kandaleru reservoir.
Reservoir Status:
primary  reservoirs
Chennai (including
Chembarambakkam) currently
hold only 44% of their total

Mumbai
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storage capacity.

Alternative Measures: To sustain the daily supply of 1,258 million litres per

day (mld),
abandoned quarries
production at desalination plants.

Art, Culture, and Prominent Personalities

Chennai Metrowater is augmenting resources by tapping into
(Sikkarayapuram and Erumaiyur) and increasing

Demise of Solomon Pappaiah: Renowned Tamil scholar and iconic debate
(Pattimandram) moderator Solomon Pappaiah passed away at the age of 90.

He was cremated with full state honours in
Madurai. He was celebrated as a champion
of egalitarianism, often invoking
Subramania Bharathi's verses to advocate
for a society free of caste and religious
divides.

Literature: "Virunthinarkalil Oruvan", a
collection of 20 short stories by the late
acclaimed writer R. Chudamani, was
launched. Her writing is celebrated for its
rich minimalism and its exploration of the
interplay between tradition and modernity.
Temple Administration: Preparations are
underway for the consecration of the Sri
Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple in
Madurai. The government has established a
high-tech Integrated Control Room equipped
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with facial recognition systems and a robust security grld of 3,500 police
personnel to manage crowd flow and pilgrim safety.
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Science & Innovation

Chinnikrishnan Innovation Awards 2026: Awarded to support early-stage
innovative startups. Notable winners include:
Biopioneer: Developed an indigenous protease
inhibitor to preserve protein biomarkers in blood.
Prantae Solutions: Developed "Proflo-U", a
portable point-of-care platform for quantifying
kidney health markers.

|

N
EF Polymer: An agri-tech enterprise that created o e D
"Fasal Amrit", a biodegradable water-retention MISA 6T60TM3IT6D 6T6UTGUT?
polymer from agricultural waste to combat Water i imes st aosmmmoc ey
scarcity. g ot mgianiy Sl purne i
Music Temple Pvt. Ltd.: Received a Special Jury e mse snsie difane sgisms
Award for creating the "Gamaka Box", a patented . wsemergency snmpgis apisacas

SEMEVAITEET HMID STEled

notation method to represent the intricate QU Lrensement; e Qe Gsé sLLD

. . . UTeueNaL LWETLHRSSUILILLS).
oscillations of Indian ragas. o SADmiogih DMK S 4Rc. cBpkaC AR
Gaibs usvy MISA sLLSH 6T 1P 055
QewuiuCLesT.

State Politics (Background Context)

The DMK staged state-wide protests conde mning

remarks made in the Assembly by CM C. Joseph Vijay regarding former CM
M.K. Stalin's historic arrest under the MISA (Maintenance of Internal Security
Act).

Former Law Minister S. Regupathy stated that despite advice, former CM M.K.
Stalin had refrained from booking CM Vijay on humanitarian grounds during
the Karur TVK roadshow stampede, which tragically resulted in 41 deaths.
The CBI is currently investigating the stampede.

4. IN-DEPTH EDITORIAL / ANALYTICAL FOCUS

Editorial Theme: "A roof overhead and then, some" - Migrant Labour
Housing in Tamil Nadu A significant analytical piece focuses on the evolving
infrastructure for migrant workers in Tamil Nadu's industrial corridors (like
Sriperumbudur and Oragadam), which is an excellent case study for TNPSC
Mains regarding labor welfare, urbanization, and economic formalization.

The Issue: Tamil Nadu’s manufacturing clusters rely heavily on a growing
migrant workforce. Historically, the housing market for these workers has
been highly informal and fragmented.
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The Changing Landscape: A new service industry of professionally managed
accommodation is emerging. Companies like Nia and Manzl are creating
"labour infrastructure" that provides not just dormitory beds, but
comprehensive services including food, housekeeping, security, telehealth,
and recreation.

Economic Impact: Employers are increasingly outsourcing worker housing
to these platforms because better living conditions act as a "strategic lever on
retention and output". Data shows worker retention rising from 53% to 70%
when employees are provided professionally managed living spaces.

Policy & Government Initiatives:

NITI Aayog's Stance: A December 2024 NITI Aayog report recommended a
market-driven model for long-term dormitory-style accommodation near
workplaces, urging the government to treat worker accommodation as "critical
infrastructure" for India's manufacturing growth.

Union Budget 2024-25: Proposed rental housing with dormitory-style
accommodation for industrial workers via a Public-Private Partnership (PPP)
model, utilizing viability-gap funding.

SIPCOT's Role in TN: The State is actively expanding dedicated housing.
SIPCOT’s Industrial Housing complexes in places like Vallam Vadagal
(Sriperumbudur), Irungattukottai, and Tiruppur already house thousands,
with massive expansions planned through the Tamil Nadu Industrial Housing
Private Limited (TNIHPL).
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