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Tamil Nadu News

Perunthalaivar Kamarajar Breakfast Scheme: Chief Minister C. Joseph
Vijay launched the expanded breakfast scheme for students of Classes VI
to VII at government and

government-aided schools. The mnm”g”m';‘fm“"”“"" ]
scheme will benefit 15.3 lakh G 80II0 Uoamusel
students across the State. An & 8&"“” ﬁm@li.l SloUE6iT
allocation of X724 crore has been [0 e | & Gsswe s s snsbms dom
made for the scheme, which was
officially inaugurated at a Chennai #
Middle School in Thiruvanmiyur. ;
Cooum River Restoration: The
Chief  Minister reviewed the
preparation of a Detailed Project A&
Report (DPR) and the process of ¢
inviting global tenders for the
Cooum River restoration project. The 1n1t1a1 phase involves creating a
concept and action plan for a 3-km stretch of the river.

Underwater Archaeology at Poompuhar: The ___
Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology |
(TNSDA) discovered a fragment of a torpedo jar
off the Poompuhar coast in Mayiladuthurai
district. Believed to have originated from West
Asia during the early historic period, these jars &
were used to transport liquid commodities like @
wine or oil. Four ancient ring wells were also
discovered during the exploration.

Underwater Excavations Are Helping

Annai Velankanni Shrine: The Annai [Emenoesiymmes
Velankanni Shrine in Besant Nagar, Chennai,
has been elevated to a 'minor Basilica' by Pope
Leo XIV. It is now the 30th basilica in India.

New Secretariat Protest: Fishermen from

Ennore to Kovalam are planning a protest on September 29 against the
State government's proposal to construct a new Secretariat at Foreshore
Estate (Srinivasapuram) in Chennai, citing threats from rising sea levels
and loss of generational lands.

Waste Dumping Protocol: The Pollution Control Boards of Kerala and
Tamil Nadu will formulate a joint monitoring protocol to prevent the illegal
cross-border dumping of biomedical and mixed solid waste into Tamil
Nadu districts like Tirunelvelsi.



National News

Supreme Court on Vande Mataram: The

Supreme Court observed that the State cannot 66—
compel conscientious objectors to sing the No Criminal Action
National Song (Vande Mataram) under threat of Against Person Not

The EduLaw
.

penal consequences. Justice Joymalya Bagchi %mghngﬁ“SMOf
noted that doing so would violate fundamental Sl?ri'efne gotalurtalolflin dia
religious freedoms guaranteed under Articles 25 P . 99

and 26 of the Constitution.
72nd National Film Awards: President Droupadi
Murmu presented the awards in Kevadia, Gujarat. |
Veteran Kannada actor Anant Nag received the
Dadasaheb Phalke Award. Article 370 won Best
Feature Film. Yami Gautam, Mammootty, and
Kartik Aaryan won best actor awards, while
Tamil actor Dhanush received a Special
Mention for Captain Miller.

Rajya Sabha Elections: The Election
Commission announced that elections for 12
Rajya Sabha seats across Uttar Pradesh (10),
Uttarakhand (1), and West Bengal (1) will be
held on October 16.

Anti-Narcotics Target: Union Home Minister |
Amit Shah announced a target to completely |
uproot the drug trade from India by December
31, 2029.

Pink Force in Delhi: The Delhi Lieutenant-Governor directed the creation
of a women-centric "Pink Force," modelled on a Goa Police initiative, to
ensure the safety of women near schools, colleges, and Metro stations.

International News

VAIKOM GV ABHAY
VIJAYALAKSHMI PRA JODHPURKAR

MAMMOOTTY

Partnership for Multilateralism (P4M): External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar participated in the first-ever PAM Summit on the margins of
the UN General Assembly. A key agenda item is gathering support for
India's bid for a United Nations Security Council (UNSC) non-permanent
seat for the 2028-2029 term.

India-US Trade Deal: A trade deal between India and the US is unlikely
to be signed until Washington concludes its 'Section 301 investigations'
and places tariffs on India's competitors such as Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and
the Philippines.



e New Bangladesh Envoy: Asad Alam Siam, the current Foreign Secretary
of Bangladesh, will be the next High Commissioner to India.

o Sri Lanka Easter Attacks Verdict: A special High Court Trial-at-Bar in
Sri Lanka convicted 14 individuals for their direct involvement in the 2019
Easter Sunday terror bombings.

Important Editorials & Articles (Mains
Perspective)

1. Towards Recognising Women Farmers (Agriculture & Social Justice)
Context: Maharashtra recently passed the "Women Farmers Empowerment Bill"
(July 2026), becoming the first Indian state to give
legal, activity-based recognition to women as
farmers, delinking it from land ownership.

Key Details:

e The Issue: In India, agriculture employs
roughly 110 million women, making up
nearly half the workforce. However, only = ireanationac vearor
14% of agricultural land is owned by women 7= WEEAN B
(Agri Census 2015-16). Because _ oot SRS
government databases rely on land records, BT
women are often classified as "unpaid
helpers" rather than farmers.

e Scheme Exclusion: Due to a lack of land
titles, women are excluded from schemes
like PM-KISAN (only 23% of beneficiaries
are women), credit access, and subsidies.

e The Maharashtra Model: The bill provides a 'Woman Farmer Certificate'
recognizing landless cultivators, livestock rearers, and agricultural
labourers as farmers.

o TNPSC Background (GS Paper 2 & 3): This is a critical case study for
Women Empowerment and Agricultural Reforms. The UN has declared
2026 as the 'International Year of the Woman Farmer'. To solve this
nationwide, states need to integrate these certificates with the central 'Agri
Stack' and issue digital 'Farmer IDs' to women.

THE WOMAN FARMER

2. Freezing Democracy: Role of the Election Commission (Polity &
Governance)

Context: The Election Commission of India (ECI) froze the name and the 'grass
and flowers' symbol of the All India Trinamool Congress (AITC) in West Bengal
due to an internal factional dispute.

Key Details:



e The Criticism: The editorial strongly criticizes this move, calling it a "party
theft." It notes that the party secured 41% of the vote (over 2.6 crore voters)
in the April 2026 Assembly polls.

« Democratic Decline: It highlights that political parties are organic entities
reflecting the will of the people. Stripping the principal opposition party of
its identity raises questions about the ECI acting as a tool for the ruling
Union government.

« TNPSC Background (GS Paper 2): Important for questions regarding the
Election Commission of India (Article 324), its autonomy, and the
Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968. It can be
used as a critical point when discussing electoral reforms and the
impartial functioning of Constitutional bodies.

3. Water Wealth: Groundwater Exploitation (Environment & Economy)
Context: Punjab’s groundwater extraction rate has reached an alarming 152%
(2025-26 Dynamic Groundwater Assessment), with 72% of its blocks in the 'red
zone'.

Key Details:

e The Root Cause: Intensive rice-wheat cropping, assured procurement,
and heavily subsidized electricity have driven this crisis.

« Impact on Small Farmers: Depleting water tables mean farmers must dig
deeper tube wells. Wealthy farmers can afford this capital, but marginal
farmers cannot, forcing them to buy water from large landowners and
increasing wealth inequality.

e TNPSC Background (GS Paper 3): Highly relevant for Water Resource
Management and Agricultural Subsidies. The editorial suggests shifting
electricity subsidies to direct cash support for smallholders (e.g., scaling
up the 'Pani Bachao, Paisa Kamao' scheme) to incentivize water
conservation. Tamil Nadu faces similar groundwater depletion challenges,
making this a highly relatable comparative study.

4. Haifa - A Century-Old Battle & The Politics of Memory (Modern History
& IR)

Context: Shashi Tharoor writes on the September 23, 1918, Battle of Haifa,
where Indian cavalry charged against Ottoman forces during World War I.

Key Details:

o Indian Pride vs. Colonial Burden: The battle was fought by the Jodhpur,
Mysore, and Hyderabad Lancers. India commemorates this to reclaim its
military history and showcase its global footprint (e.g., Teen Murti Haifa
Chowk in Delhi).

« Diplomatic Tool: Israel celebrates this as a "liberation," using it to build
a strong strategic partnership and diplomatic bridge with India today.

o Palestinian Perspective: Palestinians view this not as liberation, but as
a colonial project that facilitated British rule, the Balfour Declaration, and



their ultimate dispossession (the Nakba). They argue Indians should not
celebrate serving an imperial agenda that ruined another nation.

e TNPSC Background (GS Paper 1 & 2): Useful for Role of Indians in
World Wars (History) and India-Israel-Palestine Relations (International
Relations). It shows how historical memory is contested and mobilized for
modern geopolitics.

5. Reiterating the Basics of Criminalisation (Polity & Rule of Law)
Context: The Supreme Court recently struck down proceedings under the UP
Gangsters and Anti-Social Activities (Prevention) Act, 1986.

Key Details:

o Legislative vs. Executive Power: The SC ruled that determining who is a
"gangster" cannot be left to the arbitrary whims (ipse dixit) of the police or
the Executive branch via subordinate rules.

e Core Principle: Creating a crime or prescribing punishment is strictly a
Legislative function. A penal law must clearly define the offence.

« TNPSC Background (GS Paper 2): A perfect example for topics like
Separation of Powers, Delegated/Subordinate Legislation, and Article
20(1) (Protection in respect of conviction for offences). It upholds the
principle of nullum crimen sine lege (no crime without law).

6. Breakdown of Civic Infra in India (Public Administration)

Context: The article addresses the frequent loss of lives due to collapsing
unauthorized buildings and illegal billboards (e.g., recent events in Delhi and
Mumbai).

Key Details:

o Systemic Failure: The author attributes this to bureaucratic greed, poor
urban planning, and selective enforcement. Usually, low-level officials are
suspended while the root corruption remains.

e Accountability: The editorial demands that officials who clear or ignore
unauthorized structures should face the same criminal consequences as
the builders.

o TNPSC Background (GS Paper 2): Relevant for Governance, Urban
Planning, and Corruption in Public Administration. It highlights the
failure of municipal bodies (74th Amendment) and the need for a
transparent public registry of building compliance to empower citizens.

7. Trade Treaty Policy and Arbitration (Economy & International Relations)
Context: India is actively signing Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs) and Free
Trade Agreements (FTAs) with countries like the UAE, UK, and New Zealand.
Key Details:



o« ISDS Clause: Many of India's recent treaties omit the Investor-State
Dispute Settlement (ISDS) mechanism because it allows foreign entities to
challenge sovereign policies.

e The Alternative: The author suggests that to retain foreign investor
confidence without compromising sovereignty, India must strengthen its
domestic Commercial Arbitration ecosystem.

e TNPSC Background (GS Paper 3): Connects to Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI), Ease of Doing Business, and Alternative Dispute
Resolution (ADR). Developing predictable arbitration rules in India is
crucial for its ambition to become a global economic hub.

Sports (Asian Games - Nagoya)

« Women's Cricket: India won its first gold medal at the Games by defeating
Sri Lanka by 147 runs in the final. Smriti Mandhana (79), Shafali Verma
(48), and Richa Ghosh (49) led India to a total of 216 /3. Harmanpreet Kaur
became the first to captain a team to two consecutive Asian Games gold
medals.

e Men's Hockey: India routed Sri Lanka 16-1 in their Pool A match, with
Jugraj Singh scoring four goals.

e« Wushu: Roshibina Devi Naorem assured herself of a third successive Asian
Games medal by advancing to the semifinals in the women's 60kg
category.

« Badminton: The Indian men's team assured a medal by defeating host
Japan 3-0 in the quarterfinals, while the women's team lost 1-3 to Japan.



SWIpmHrEH GFliSlser (Tamil Nadu News)
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Gaflw @&iSlsoir (National News)
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Blifesoruissiul_HeTensns wHSI 2 6THMM DHOWEEFT DG agm
S1Ml6N1S gyeiremmy.

o  ©@L6bedlulleb Glud uemL (Pink Force): ueiterflseir, sovepmiflser wHmib ©wi” Grm
Hlemevwitis@héE A(HGs Glussaflssr ungisTicnu 2 miS CFLMGHE&NS,
Gameur smeucvgIemmulledt (Wedronsliflemws Gesrumh il ©Cluetor & (omd&iTeot
OlrsCws "Slikid uemL_emw" (Pink Force) 2 _pouné@wnm ©L6ved) giemewriblemeu
W @EBHI (L-G) 2_&5T6SI"([H 6iremT.

Fia@s& @aliSlsar (International News)

o P4aM o2 _s8lonmn(p (Partnership for Multilateralism): e2.pir. @ungyd &emuullest (UNGA)
Q(H UGSWINE HeoL UMD (WP&HovTeug PAM 2_&&Sonpm’_Lq 6v
@oveflyme & giemm Dieowd & ereiv. @eiEmisl uhiBGashmm. 2028—-2029
SBID ,600TLq HETET &S BIH&H6T UTgGISTUIY Femuullest (UNSC) Hlimbsrwmbm
2_mtlleoni SLsSlhaneor SphSlwnedlesr Camilécnssd@ wsT6y S (Hous)
85601 (&S CrnésLmEGbh.

o ShHur-Siowflés aisss RUUBFD: UTSlELSTET, E6Vhicns WMHMID
GleSliemusdreiv Gunestn SbSHlwnellesr Gum_iq B([H&eir Bgy 'Glifley 301
ed&nremenoraemen’ (Section 301 investigations) (wiq &8 SiGWHl&sT euflesemer
aNSé G aueor, ShST-Siwilssr SemoL Cw euissHs UILBHSLD
co&0WWRSHETE aumiiblsvemncy eTerd C&T&SImg).

o ySHw aubis@sH& Fnsi: auhis8s&sHSleor HHEuUTemsW Glevefliymeys
@&wWwevrermmest &S euld Fwmb (Asad Alam Siam), SibSlwineydsneor
3[BH 6 awhs8s& 2 wiievgneflanns (High Commissioner) ugeSlGuiha 2 _eirerii.

o Sohions FovLll Sleotd HMdEGSH0 SHUL: 2019 Db Sy6eoor(h Sevhiemnsullev
HbeoL_ @ubm FrevLIT @hmulm) & 6oor(h e Uiyd &mé@E&s6e96v Ghirqwingss
@sm_iiyemLw 14 Cupd@ Hmiy 2 wibHloesrmbd (Trial-at—Bar)
Gbhoeuneflser ereorg Sitiveflsglemers.

PSS Femovwhishisor & &1 () corser (Mains Gsiay
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1. @Quator allausmilsEndsner DiuSsmb (Galemmeiremn wHNID Fews HS))

o Sledreoremil: wamomesiqmm wmblevib FBuSSHlev "Guetor eleuamullaseir
Siflsmwefliy wBangnemer" (e296mev 2026) HlemmBeubmMdlwg). Hlev 2_Flemo
2 _eTensN eTedTUemSL GUNIHL_U®B &&Moev ©Uesor&emer 'elleusmuil' 61651 m)
FU_L| feuons ShsSsilés Sg oudlaicns C&Sing).



&S GOlIyser: SbhHlwnelley &wmi 110 wWleveSlwesr Glu6soT &eiT
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. 5 . Q'J.) . . Lﬁl‘g)&p THE WOMAN FARMER = 4
eubisUUL_[H, Hlevbm &M@ uLg w6l &er Fecomnsedvy e nksdNatona 2026

global conversation on food security,

whHmIb eSleusmus @SMdlevnemis o6& @D s e e oot
BIESMTD HleoL & @GLD. ;
TNPSC Slesryeuib (GS Paper 2 & 3): &g
OuesorseT SiSlsnmweflssev wmhHmib Gevermesor
EiSl(5S55hisHEHSE R (PoH&IU

2 _SHMI6ooTDN&LD. 82.16T F6mU 2026 PId
,60r6oL 'FieuBsHE ©uetor elleusmileseT <,6oTL&' IMIeSISGieTorng).

St 8sElw Serailev aifleulh &5, =181 eoLnd' (Agri Stack) b myb
1g.881° L 6b 'elleu&mud SieoLwiner Si_emL_&emer' (Farmer IDs) vwestu(h &5
Geuesor({ib.

2. REHMUSESHS (PL&EGHSH0: CHIH600 ) cmamnudbSlesr urhi@ (<L ulluch Wb mib
Hlifeunsib)

Slesreoremil: Gorh (@ cumIGSHSlev DHlev SiHHw Sliflesormped shiSlrev
&_&lulledr @uUWEDIID, SIS 'L6v WHMID L &6 SleiTedemsib SHSws
GsiiH6v ,emenubD (L &&IeTons)).

W& GOIIyseT: &6 (heor CsisHch ,ememnussHler Shsd O\Fwemnev
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Hedreoll&emeawnest @&wevum”_emL GaoiTeNd & oo & Sma).

TNPSC Slesryeuid (GS Paper 2): Sh&lws Caigey < ememonus SHlesr (2_myiy
324) geireom”_& 2 _flemw whHmib Caisey FiSlpsdshiser &HMNSS
Caeiralas(omé @ &8 Wsa|b (WoHSlwwneorgl. Sirflwevemioliy Siemwliyserfledr
BB GNSS 61s B 2 HOb.

3. flovssia Bit sreton_cv (&b midEblocd HDID @uIHEMSMID)



Slesreoremfl: uEham wmblevd Slest Hlevdsla Bii 61(h&HE&D MNEIBID 152% W&
s flHglererg (2025-26 Hlevg sl Bif LEHIISEH). SimiEGoTer 72% UGSls6iT
SIUMUSTIDTET 'HleIUIL LD6BoTL_6V5H &6V’ 2 _6T6meoT.

Q&S GOIysEr: SiSles Serellevreor Siflfl-Cangiem &m@EULg WHmID
Soveus lesTam wreflwb pSliwemey SHMHE (WEHEIS SITT6o0TIRIS 6ITT(ELD.
Bl L b &emmeusney, Hm whHmib & eSleusmilser, ussl usnL &g Guflu
aNeusmilseflb SHibHg) &6toreot eor ellemevds @ aumbis Geauetoriquw &1L mub
ahuB Slmg. 8g CUNIRETTSTT arbDSSTDPmeN iSl& &S DE.

TNPSC Slesryeuib (GS Paper 3): Bii euer @Gevresoremio b mib Gevermmesor
wreflwhiser @STL_fureT &6meuliys@HdE &8 OUTUHHEID. WlesTEmT
wreoflws emst LWETUR &HBTS eSleusTuils (@ UGTD eulprhiGLD 'uneof]
ugan@eur, souan swIGauT S L 608 S&6L_(Heor (WpeTOWmHPSIng).
sWlpswb &8s Gurnesim Hlevssig Bt Slrdsemeisomend shHlUusTEL S&)
Caiioys @ Wsa|b (WaSWITeoTs).

4. emam..ur Gumi — 1918 (raier arevng LHDIL FiaBsHsF 2 me|ser)

Slereorefl: @&t bul 23,1918 Sov HevL OUDHMH emam..ur Gumfleb GeondyLy i,
W& I HMID WHIMUTS G SleoTUuemLulleoni (ShHSHWL uemL &eir) ukiBas b m)
@eub M CubmsesT eureunHmit Ylesteorerfl &HMISEH && Semi o1 (W &lueemmi.
Q&5 GOIys6T: SHEWT S56060TdH &§60T8l TN QUITEVTH MG
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