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I. Indian Polity, Governance & National Affairs

o Electoral Roll Controversies & SIR: The Election Commission’s Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls has drawn severe criticism from
opposition parties alleging mass, targeted deletions of minority voters,
particularly in Karnataka. The issue highlights concerns around the
misuse of Form 7 (used for voter deletion objections) and demographic
profiling

o TNPSC Perspective (GS Paper II): Touches upon the powers of the ECI
under Article 324, the mandate for universal adult suffrage without
discrimination (Article 325 & 326), and the integrity of the
democratic process.

« AFSPA Extension in the Northeast: The Union Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) extended the Armed e L R
Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958 : extended for 6 more months
in parts of Manipur, Nagaland, he. o
and Arunachal Pradesh for
another six months.
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federal friction point occurred when the Manipur State Cabinet
requested the withdrawal of AFSPA, but the Centre (MHA) reimposed

it in specific jurisdictions.
e Supreme Court on Essential Drug Pricing: The Supreme Court flagged
steep mark-ups on essential medicines, specifically cancer drugs, noting
cases where retail prices were up to ten times the procurement cost

o TNPSC Perspective (GS Paper II): Highlights the role of the National
Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) and the Drugs (Prices
Control) Order (DPCO), 2013. The Court noted that inflated prices
burden both the taxpayer (via schemes like Ayushman Bharat) and
out-of-pocket healthcare expenditure.

e NCERT Curriculum Revision: The Class 9 social science textbook has
been revised to prioritize Indian medieval history and regional resistance
movements (e.g., the Sikh Gurus' armed resistance against Mughals, the
Jat Uprising of 1669) over European revolutions.

e Demography Panel Controversy: A Home Ministry-appointed high-level
committee is seeking detailed religion-wise demographic data (births,
property, Aadhaar enrollments) from States to study changes due to illegal
immigration, drawing allegations of unconstitutional profiling.



II. Tamil Nadu State Affairs & Development

Assembly By-Elections Status: The ECI informed the Madras High Court
that there is no legal bar to conducting by-elections in the Perundurai
constituency since the related election petition was rejected. However, by-
polls for Tiruchi East, Ambasamudram, Viralimalai, and Karur remain
stalled due to pending election petitions
o TNPSC Perspective: Section 86(7) of the RPA, 1951 mandates that
election petitions be resolved within six months. The ECI argued
that conducting by-polls while a petition is active could anomalously
result in a constituency having two representatives if the tribunal
declares the original petitioner the winner.
Urban Infrastructure & Robotics: Chennai Metrowater has partnered
with Solinas Integrity (an IIT-Madras incubated startup) to deploy robotic
micro-cameras to inspect the city's 6,200 km water distribution network.
This eliminates the need for conventional road cuts, enabling rapid
detection of leaks and sewage contamination.
Foreshore Estate Secretariat Protest: Fishermen from 64 coastal
villages are protesting the State government's proposal to construct a new
Secretariat at Foreshore Estate, demanding alternative sites to protect
their traditional livelihoods and coastal access.
Memorials on University Land: The State government's proposal to build
a 325 crore memorial complex for five icons (Queen Velu Nachiyar, Periyar,
B.R. Ambedkar, K. Kamaraj, .
and Anjalai Ammal) on the £&T afiBSIaINe" ot
University of Madras’s Union .L‘mm’u
Grounds in Chetpet is facing : '
opposition from academicians
and physical education teachers
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to preserve sports
infrastructure.

State Awards: The
Mahavidwan Meenakshi

Sundaram Pillai Award was
conferred upon Tamil scholar V. Padhumanar, and the Dr. U.Ve.
Swaminatha Iyer Award was given to historian A.R. Venkatachalapathy.



III. International Relations & Global Issues

India at the SCO: An Indian delegation led by the Joint Secretary
(Multilaterals) attended the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) National
Coordinators meeting in Islamabad,
Pakistan. This marks the first official Indian
diplomatic visit to Pakistan since 'Operation
Sindoor' last year, indicating continued
multilateral engagement despite bilateral
freezes.

India-Japan  Defense Collaboration:
Japan has urged India to fast-track internal
processing for the transfer of the UNICORN (Unified Complex Radio
Antenna) naval radar system.

IV. Economy, Environment & Science

Edible Oil Customs Duty Rationalisation: To curb domestic inflation
ahead of the festival season, the Centre reduced the Basic Customs Duty
(BCD) on crude palm, soybean, and sunflower oils from 10% to 5% (and
0% for sunflower).

o TNPSC Perspective (GS Paper III): While beneficial for consumers,
domestic farmers fear this undermines India's push for self-
sufficiency in oilseeds (Atmanirbharta) and exposes them to cheap
imports.

Global Sulphur Crisis & EV Supply Chains: International sulphur prices
have surged nearly four-fold (from $280 to $1,050/tonne) due to the
Russia-Ukraine war and Middle East conflicts

o TNPSC Perspective (GS Paper III): India imports 90% of its sulphur
from West Asia. Sulphur is critical not only for the fertilizer industry
(phosphoric acid) but increasingly for Electric Vehicle (EV) batteries,
where it is used in the High-Pressure Acid Leach (HPAL) process
to extract nickel.

Great Nicobar Project Litigation: The Centre approached the Supreme
Court to stay Calcutta High Court proceedings regarding the ¥92,000-crore
Great Nicobar Island mega-infrastructure project. Petitions allege
violations of the Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006, and the reduction of
buffer zones for Campbell Bay and Galathea Bay National Parks.

Irreversible Grassland Degradation: A new global study shows that old-
growth grasslands, once destroyed for development or afforestation,



cannot regenerate their original biodiversity for at least a century,
highlighting the need for a National Grassland Restoration Programme in
India.

Editorial Analysis (TNPSC Group 1 Mains
Perspective)

1. The Restoration of Jammu & Kashmir's Statehood

o Editorial Title: State of anticipation

« TNPSC Syllabus Link: GS Paper II (Indian Polity — Federalism, Centre-
State Relations, Reorganisation of States under Article 3 & 4).

e Summary: The Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly

. Restoration of Jammu & Kashmir’s
has passed a resolution

Statehood Require a

demanding the  phased and Negotiated Roadmap
"immediate and urgent
restoration of full
Statehood". J&K was
downgraded and

bifurcated into two Union
Territories (UTs) in 2019
following the abrogation
of its special status.

o Constitutional Background & TNPSC Relevance

o Article 3 of the Indian Constitution: This article grants Parliament
the power to form new states and alter the boundaries or names of
existing ones. However, the editorial notes that downgrading a full-
fledged functional State to a Union Territory was an unprecedented
move in India's constitutional history.

o Democratic Mandate vs. Security Concerns: The recent 2024
assembly elections witnessed a massive 63.88% voter turnout,
indicating the public's faith in the democratic setup. The editorial
argues that predicating the restoration of statehood on the complete
eradication of militancy essentially gives hostile neighbors a say in
India's democratic timelines.

o Supreme Court Directives: The Supreme Court of India previously
directed the Union Government to restore J&K's statehood "as soon
as possible". An empowered legislature is necessary for cooperative
federalism and to heal the region's historical scars.

2. The Conflict Between Scientific Temper and Rituals in Academia



o Editorial Title: Indian academia's drift from reason to ritual (By C.P.
Rajendran)

e TNPSC Syllabus Link: GS Paper II & III (Indian Society, Fundamental
Duties — Article 51A, Education Policy, and Institutional Autonomy).

e Summary: The article heavily critiques the increasing integration of
religious rituals and feudal hierarchies (such as bowing to politicians and
chanting Vedic hymns) into premier academic institutions, highlighting a
recent convocation at IIT Delhi.

o Constitutional Background & TNPSC Relevance

o Fundamental Duties (Article S1A(h)): The Constitution mandates
every citizen "to develop the scientific temper, humanism and the
spirit of inquiry and reform." The author argues that academic
institutions must remain spaces for skepticism, empiricism, and
Socratic debate, rather than ideological conformity.

o Erosion of Academic Freedom: The editorial cites the "Free to Think
2026" report by Scholars at Risk (SAR), which notes that India's
Academic Freedom Index plummeted from 0.38 in 2022 to 0.14 in
2025, placing it in the "severely restricted" category.

o Interference by Regulatory Bodies: The report highlights
government overreach through the University Grants Commission
(UGC), including relaxing qualifications for Vice-Chancellors and
removing the 10% cap on contract-based faculty, which threatens
institutional autonomy.

o Mains Essay Fodder: The author invokes Rabindranath Tagore’s
poem "Where the Mind is Without Fear" to advocate for intellectual
courage and a secular educational landscape free from political
sycophancy.

. Restoring Trust in the United Nations

o Editorial Title: The United Nations' long road to restoring trust (By Raja
Karthikeya)

« TNPSC Syllabus Link: GS Paper II (International Relations — Important
International Institutions, Structural Reforms in the UN, India's role in the
Global South).

e Summary: The 81st UN General Assembly (UNGA) convened under the
theme "Restoring Trust, Managing Transformation," acknowledging a
severe decline in global trust toward the UN's ability to resolve
international conflicts.

o Core Issues & TNPSC Relevance

o UNSC Deadlock & Veto Power: Mistrust is driven by the persistent
deadlock in the UN Security Council. This led to UNGA Resolution
A/76/262, which now requires P-5 (Permanent 5) members to
justify their use of the veto to the General Assembly.

o Under-representation of the Global South: Although developing
nations account for 84% of the global population, they hold only



44% of UN civil service leadership positions. Furthermore, only one-
third of the UN leadership in Africa is actually African. This perfectly
aligns with India's foreign policy objective of amplifying the voice of
the Global South.

o Financial Muscle dictating Policy: The UN system is increasingly
dominated by a few powerful donor countries that wield influence
through extra-budgetary grants and strategic personnel
placements. This has made the UN bureaucracy risk-averse and
hesitant in preventing conflicts in regions like Ukraine, Gaza, and
Iran.

o Mains Perspective: If a question is asked regarding the need for UN
structural reforms, these data points (Global South representation,
financial dominance, and UNSC deadlocks) provide excellent
analytical backing to support India's bid for a permanent seat and
institutional democratization.

VI. Sports (Prelims Fact-File)

Asian Games (Athletics): The Indian women's 4x400m relay team (Vithya
Ramraj, M.R. Poovamma, Prachi Chaudhary, Kiran Pahal) won Gold.
Vithya Ramraj was awarded a 375 lakh cash prize by the TN Chief Minister.
Asian Games (Shooting & Track): Neeru Dhanda won India's first-ever
women's Gold in Trap Shooting with an Asian record. Gulveer Singh
became the first Indian man to win three individual track medals
(10,000m, 1,500m, 5,000m) in a single Asiad edition.

Chess Olympiad: India retained the Gaprindashvili Trophy (best overall
country). Chennai teenager B. Savitha Shri won 8 of her 10 games on
debut, securing an individual medal.
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V. semevwnisll u@uumie) (Editorial Analysis — Mains GS I

& i)

1. gbp &MOGBEHSE wMblov DihHovemns BL O (HSHHcv (Restoration of Jammu &
Kashmir's Statehood)

&Em6VUIY: State of anticipation
unL_SSI°_L SomwemorUy

(Syllabus Link): GS Paper I

Restoration of Jammu & Kashmir’s

(8w Sirfluevemoly — Statehood Require a
Sa L &, 103 Qw—mnﬂfm Phased and Negotiated Roadmap
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2. s6val Hipiaucmhisefley DiPlailwey umiemes vs &L i a&dT (Scientific Temper vs. Rituals
in Academia)

o &omovlly: /ndian academia's drift from reason to ritual (C.P. Rajendran et (p&lhwsi)

e umLSSI L. Someoriy (Syllabus Link): GS Paper Il & Il (8hHw &Fewsib,
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&S Swev Sleofliyssneor SL s WM& e L TG).

o  ®evadld &&HSIrD unSloy: 'Scholars at Risk' (SAR) SiemwtiS\est “Free to Think
2026" SiNlsensWicstug, ShHwnellesr sovelld &shHEHlITsd (&mMUSH
(Academic Freedom Index) 2022-6v 0.38 H& &UHHHH. 2025-6v 0.14
(&S (HODHE "SHeowwnrsd S (FUubHSIUL_L" (severely restricted)
Hlemevds & soeriiul_(pererng).

o UGC-8er somoulS[H: gliomeoorBeubsii  (Vice—Chancellor)  Hluwioeor
NSsomers — somisSws wLHMID  RUUBS  DigqUuemL uSlevreot
R AflwisEhdene (contract-based faculty) 10% 2 _&&aumbeou HaéSwg)
B Elwemey soval Hlmieuconiiseflesr &e6sreomm”_&lemwi (autonomy) GuUIflgib
unSl&SIng).

o Woeremws Caiaydbsner &MUy (Mains Point): meSbSlnmbns snee flesr
"Where the Mind is Without Fear” (& &1blév6uns LD6oTID) 6T60TM & 61608 6miL
CumBsasmeTam’ g, &l Hlmeucnhser Dirflwsy  Hoemevuliq esrml
&&hSImoneor Sidledlwey BHLemevd ©O&netorig (Hdhe Geuetor(Bid  6reor
ollemL_werfld&eumb.

3. 245 pr@scT Fenuilesr HbusSGaTenwemu Bl @B &H56 (Restoring Trust in the
United Nations)

o &omoVlIy: The United Nations' long road to restoring trust (Raja Karthikeya e1(p&hwg))



um_$5I°_ L. Sememory (Syllabus Link): GS Paper Il (sieu@sH& 2 _meyser — (pé&Hlu
Ficu@s& Sicowlyser, g.bm Feouilev FiSl(hHsHhiser, &Gemmuey Foyd (Global
South) m(H sefledr LkiG).

s(HSHD: 81-cugH @mpr OungHE  seou  (UNGA)  "BIDUS S 8 65T 65D GO
B (hHs6cv" (Restoring Trust, Managing Transformation) eresrm &(mUGUTH6iTI6L
solqwg). FIuBsHs Gursovsemers Sivusley e.mpm Bsner 2 6vs H(h&eifledr
BbYl&ems GuipwLeTeiley (& mmibgleTerensd &&! &M _(h Hmg).

W& SlrdFemenser whHmib TNPSC umicmey

o UNSC L (pBdsL oL & adi” GLr difSlesmb (Veto Power): s2.15m ungysmiy
so cTfledlev (UNSC) = edrer  Hlmbsr = miy mrpseflesr (P-5)
sooreofldFemawnesr o5 @GLm  vwedtun(y SieowdHls — Hieysomer
WL&GSIDS. @soomev UNGA Resolution A/76/262 ewpoud, 651 GLnr
SSlEMHmsH) LWeTURSHID HIHseT OunglE FooudE 6SleTéasD
Sleiflse Geustor(Hib 6T165TM 615 G\&T6soT (h UTUILL_(H6TeTg).

o (&Bemmuey Fays (Global South) BB &eflesr GirHiFSSaHaubdeiremo: 2 cvs
w&seT O TemsUleL 84% euen(Bd Hr(R&efley (developing countries)
SmbsTopId, =m.mpredlesr  Hellev  FieSev  FHemevemwl  uselserfley
SiHOEHHE&G 44% SLmser  wl(HOGw  eupmislUL (HeTereoT.
BUEGIflssnedlesr .BT Homovemwulley epesTdley 6 Uk WL (HGw
SUGfEsIH6T poul. & ShSHwneilesr @evefliymeysd ©&merTemewiTeoT
'&Commucb  FOyG  GToNs'  OEFWLURISHT  (WEHESIIWSGGING DS
2 a0 SHISIDS!.

o HSwellb@d mr@soflesr HPSHlésb: Sls HEweflsEGn eucvevrs:
i &ofler R E&EHE5H5M00, 2 &eoredr, &snem wHmIDb FFImedT Gumedrm
Sir&sFomensefles  SieowSleow  Hlemeubm L BT  HWdHESHSIL 60T
@swevu(h Sl &)

o (ooremws Coieybsner @GOy (Mains  Point):  e2.mpmeley
Sicowuyfdwrneor  Fispsdsmser  (Structural  reforms)  Gsoemey
6TETUSMHGID, &.HT UTHIGMUIY SajcTfledlcyr ShSwnelli@ Hlrbsr &L b
oupisliuL.  Geustor(ld  etedrm SpSlwnedlest  Camfléemeemw
aUUB SO D BHsd sroyscmerd SobHs 2 SMIEOIHIG6TTSL
UwedTU(h &8 6VmiD.

VI. ellememnum”_(H & @&iSlser (Sports — Prelims Fact—File)

B Hw allemenum”_HU Gumigsdr (HL&a6mb): SHSHw wsaefli 4x400 B flGev
il (eS1GWm Tmbrmed, 6Tb.<W 1. L euiblom, Glné& seysifl, Hlretor uamev) Hhisb
@euetimg). sWOIWs edImmhisemesT 6SlGWN TMbITes~&H@E (W&HLeUT e1h.75 6Vl &b
ufle idleNsgieremmi.



HUUNEHE FHH0 & HLHOTE FNGHEOGOIHAT: 19TTI :FD1"1qhi&lev (Trap Shooting)
REW FHmeoL ST HhiHSD Oeusdim (WwHev SHHw eSrmhisemeor 6r166Tm
oureuThHMIF FNHemeTenw BH HoTLT UemL S5Mi. Cr <B&fw ellememum’(HU
Gum_iquileb 3 Heollbul HL G usssMBIGemeT (10,0008, 1,50018, 5,00010)
@eucdTm (P&HeL BHHI 631 6165TD GUIHEMWEmIW 66T Ak @umHDT.

@&ov ®ADLOWM_: U HOwrsHs &Fobsy BN _9ssTer &UflaTDTeselled
(Gaprindashvili) Gasmisousmw SHSwn H&5& cmousgIs &N &l ©\&6iTemeoT
eStmtisemeor G Fallar Wh Hoorgy IMWsn  Gumliquiles 10-&@ 8
1" Lhseiflev @eubd Gubm seoflbul usEESD GleUETH Di&s SljeiTommi.
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