THOZHAN SPARK :2z52.

Discover Yourself , Define Your Future SEP 18/2026

THE 22 HINDU|

—

Prepared By :
SATHISH KUMAR T

Prepared For :

TNPSC, UPSC P2P payments: Mo MDR
(ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS) regardessolamenit
P2M payments up to
Rs 2,000: Mo MDR.
Small merchants: Zero Mi
B up to Rs 1 lakh/month.
60 DAYS STUDY CHALLENGE "X
' Customers: Mo MDR or
GROUPII I ll_A extra UPI fee. /
50 DAYS STUDY CHALLENGE
GROUP I
ADMISSION GOING ON

CONTACT US & JOIN OUR COMMUNITY
O 9894856153

ﬂ https://t.me/thozhanias
https://thozhanacademy.com/

@ https://chat.whatsapp.com/EWtjcbFDITnAQSuNySs4ZW



Tamil Nadu Current Affairs

Madurai Meenakshi Temple Consecration: The Kumbabhishekam
(consecration) of the Sri Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple in Madurai
was performed after a 17-year gap, with the previous one held in 2009.
Renovation projects worth 332.29 crore were completed ahead of the event.
Highlighting the importance of Tamil in the rituals, 24 Oduvars chanted
traditional hymns like Thevaram and Thiruvasagam across all temple
gopurams.

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) from the UK: Chief Minister C. Joseph
Vijay returned from the UK after securing investment commitments worth
%15,300 crore, which are expected to generate 10,000 direct and indirect
jobs. Key agreements include an 211,000 crore MoU with Samvardhana
Motherson International Ltd and a X300 crore MoU with Wilson Power
Solutions to manufacture transformers in Tiruvallur. The CM also visited
the Silverstone Motor Racing Circuit to plan a world-class Sports City in
the state.

Navodaya Vidyalaya Scheme Conflict: The Supreme Court ordered the
Tamil Nadu government to identify land for Navodaya schools in all
districts within three months. The Tamil Nadu government opposes this
scheme, arguing it violates the state's two-language policy and the Tamil
Nadu Tamil Learning Act of 2006, viewing it as a backdoor to mandate
Hindi. The Court, however, cautioned the state against the mindset that
Hindi cannot be taught on its soil.

Extreme September Heat: Multiple regions in Tamil Nadu, including
Tiruchi (39.5°C) and Chennai Nungambakkam (38.1°C), recorded
summer-like temperatures, making it the second-highest September
temperature for Chennai in this decade. The Regional Meteorological
Centre (RMC) attributed this unrelenting heat to a weak Southwest
monsoon, lack of cloud cover, and the residual effects of the El Nino
weather phenomenon.

National Current Affairs

Semicon India 2026 & Chip Manufacturing: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated 'Semicon India 2026', pitching India as a trusted global
destination for semiconductor manufacturing to counter the
"weaponization" of global supply chains. The government launched Phase
2 of the India Semiconductor Mission (ISM) with an outlay of X1.27 lakh
crore and set a target to train 1 lakh technicians over the next five years.

NEET-SS Percentile Reduction: To ensure highly specialized medical
seats do not go to waste, the Union government agreed before the Supreme



Court to reduce the qualifying percentile for the National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test-Super Speciality (NEET-SS) from 50 to 30. This will help fill
1,857 vacant seats across India. The Centre also reverted 40 vacant in-
service seats back to the Tamil Nadu government.

Odisha's Welfare Scheme Fraud:
A CAG audit exposed a massive
scam in Odisha's 'Nirman Shramik’
scheme for construction workers.
The audit found that 2,487
workers were officially declared
dead so their nominees could claim
%2 lakh in death benefits; however,
these "deceased" individuals
continued to authenticate their
biometrics to receive subsidized
rations under the National Food
Security Act.

Implementation of the Three-Language Policy: The Supreme Court
urged the Centre to delay the mandatory rollout of the three-language
policy for Class 6 students to January 1, 2027. The Court suggested that
this delay would provide better logistics and breathing room for the current
batch of students to adapt to the new scheme.

International Current Affairs

US Sanctions on Russian Oil: The
US House of Representatives
passed the "Lindsey O. Graham
Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act of
2026," which authorizes the US |
President to impose tariffs of up to
100% on the top five countries
purchasing Russian oil and gas.
This directly targets India, as
Russia accounted for an all-time
high of 51% (110.4 lakh tonnes) of
India's total oil imports in July
2026. The Ministry of External Affairs maintained that India will protect
its trade interests and energy security.

UN Accuses US of War Crimes in Iran: UN human rights experts reported
"reasonable grounds" to believe that the United States committed war
crimes during missile strikes in Iran, specifically citing an attack on a
school in Minab that killed 168 people, mostly children.




Editorials & Policy Analysis (Mains Perspective)

1. Economy & Governance: The New UPI MDR Structure
Editorial Title: Complex priorities TNPSC Syllabus Link: Indian Economy,
Digital India, Financial Inclusion.

e The Context: The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has
announced a new Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) structure for Unified
Payments Interface (UPI) transactions, effective October 15, 2026.

e The New Structure:

o The MDR will apply only to UPI payments of 32,000 or more made
at merchants. This limits the charge to only about 2.5% of all UPI

transactions.
o Small merchants earning less than X1 lakh a  upI framework TOI
month are completely exempt. What govt said

P2P UPI payments remain free. Select large

o Essential sectors will attract a flat MDR  merchantpayments wil attract Mor
charge instead of the standard 0.4%
applicable to other sectors, and capital
markets will have a different rate.

o Editorial Criticism (The Core Issue):

o Overly Complex: The editorial argues that @ LY
the government has made the rate structure 6/; S MR
overly complex out of a fear of political
backlash.

o Implementation Hurdles: Tracking whether g
a small merchant crosses the 1 lakh %ﬂ? Fsarell e ccen

P2P payments: No MDR
regardless of amount

P2M payments up to
Rs 2,000: No MDR.

Small merchants: Zero MDR
up to Rs 1 lakh/month.

Where MDR applies

MDR above Rs 2,000

monthly threshold is practically difficult. It ‘/59 Copial market: 002 DR
will increase the compliance burden on

banks or require a new real-time transaction- " ®®eeinerne fagsecions it
checking mechanism.

o Impact on Adoption: In the short run, this confusion might lead
small merchants to simply refuse UPI payments. Furthermore, while
the government has asked banks to ensure merchants do not pass
this charge onto customers, it is nearly impossible to track if
merchants secretly tweak their prices to absorb the cost.

e Way Forward: The editorial suggests that instead of imposing this complex
charge, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) could foot the bill from its vast
annual surpluses to maintain this vital national payment infrastructure.

2. Internal Security: New Fault Lines in Manipur
Editorial Title: New fault lines TNPSC Syllabus Link: Internal Security, Role of
State and Non-State Actors, Ethnic Conflicts.

o« The Context: While the Meitei vs. Kuki-Zo conflict of May 2023 is slowly
seeing attempts at peace, a brand new ethnic fault line has emerged in



Manipur since February 2026: a conflict between the Naga and Kuki-Zo
communities.

e The Core Issue

o What started as localized disputes has now spread across the hill
districts. Recently, at least 15 Kuki-Zo people, 11 Nagas, and
security personnel have been killed.

o Armed groups claiming to act on behalf of these communities are
resurrecting 1990s-era arguments over who controls the hills and
whose customary laws should prevail.

o Humanitarian Crisis: Partisans are imposing economic blockades
that hold up essential goods and medicines. Health centers in the
hills have become dysfunctional, and the smaller Kuki-Zo
community is the worst affected.

e Way Forward: The editorial demands that the State government must
move quickly to contain these hostilities before the upcoming Assembly
elections. Criminal law must be applied equally across all communities in
the hills, and blockades must be broken using the force of law to guarantee
civilian safety irrespective of ethnicity.

3. International Relations: A War Room for Sanctions
Editorial Title: A war room for sanctions (by Syed Akbaruddin) TNPSC Syllabus
Link: Foreign Policy of India, International Trade, Strategic Autonomy.

o The Context: The US Congress passed a bill authorizing the US President
to impose up to 100% tariffs on countries (like India) that buy Russian oil.
Simultaneously, Iran's Persian Gulf Strait Authority warned against
Indian-flagged vessels navigating the Strait of Hormuz.

e The Core Issue: Weaponised Interdependence

o Global networks are being used as weapons. For example, an Indian
company might need an American bank for payment, a European
insurer for its ship, and a safe passage through a Middle Eastern
strait.

o Secondary US sanctions no longer just stop at the seller; they target
the entire transaction chain (banks, insurers, shipping).

e Why India Cannot Copy China: China outrightly rejects US sanctions
because of its massive market power and state-directed economy. India,
however, has deep financial and commercial ties with the US. A mere legal
objection is not enough if Indian firms end up bearing the financial cost of
these sanctions.

e Way Forward (Policy Recommendation)

o India needs a permanent 'Economic Security and Sanctions
Office' under the Cabinet Secretariat.

o Currently, foreign policy, finance, commerce, and shipping sit in
different ministries. This centralized "war room" would track
transactions, warn companies early, negotiate exemptions, and



coordinate a unified response to protect India's economic

sovereignty.

4. International Relations: The BRICS Summit 2026

Editorial Title: Does the BRICS meet signify a foreign policy shift? (Op-Ed
Parley) TNPSC Syllabus Link: Global Groupings (BRICS, G7), India's Role in the
Emerging World Order.

Policy Analysis

The Context: The New Delhi Declaration of the 2026 BRICS Summit
pushed back against Western sanctions, strongly criticized Israel's actions
in Palestine and Lebanon, and supported an intra-BRICS payment
mechanism using national currencies.

Not Non-Alignment, but Multi-Alignment: Experts note that this

is not a return to traditional
"Non-alignment" (which was for
weak states in a bipolar world).
Instead, it shows India's desire
to become a dominant pole in a
multipolar world. India is
comfortably engaging in non-
Western forums while
simultaneously acting as a
bridge to the West (like being a
permanent invitee to the G7).

The Ukraine Omission: For the
first time, references to the
Ukraine war were entirely
dropped from the BRICS
declaration. Experts believe this

was due to a Russian veto, and [

in the interest of consensus, the
grouping stayed silent on it.

THE|
BHARAT
POST

India Takes Charge as BRICS Chair,
Set to Host 18th BRICS Summit in 2026

Israel Stance: While the BRICS declaration strongly condemned
Israel, PM Modi had previously spoken warmly about Israel during
bilateral visits. This highlights that multilateral documents are often
symbolic, negotiated compromises, whereas bilateral actions reveal

actual national priorities.

5. Polity & Governance: Youth Unrest and Examinations

Editorial Title: The crucial Uttar Pradesh test of the BJP's hegemony (by Zoya
Hasan) TNPSC Syllabus Link: [ssues relating to employment, human resources,
and governance.



e (Note: While largely a political analysis of the BJP's electoral prospects in
UP, it highlights a core socio-economic issue relevant for Mains).

o« The Core Issue: The editorial points out that the gap between the rhetoric
of transformation and ground reality is causing massive youth frustration.

« Exam Leaks: Repeated examination leaks and cancellations—such as the
UP police constable exam (taken by 48 lakh candidates for 60,244 posts)
and the RO/ARO exams—are not just administrative lapses. They
represent a massive loss of money, time, and opportunity for a generation
desperate for secure government employment. This governance failure is
creating deep fault lines among young voters.
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UPI framework TOI
What govt said
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P2M payments up to

y&Shw MDR (Merchant Discount Rate) &1_L_65oT (L 6m»m6mIW éf@e it i
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Rs 2,000: No MDR.
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remain unaffected

Movd @ defléastur_(Hererg).
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o 2 eusermmeliw @B ©\6uNTT & (& &o6iT QW SHBISOMTEL
uwedTu(h &8U1U(H SledTm coT; 2 HMrerS S @&, 62(1H ShsHlw

Hmees Sl ueoid CFMGS DOwHlEsS eumiSlb, SUUNIGSE
smSh Qsaw =CGmmiSlw Hlmieueorphd, vwefléss wHSWE Hlpds
spovaH Sy G&emeutiuL_eurmb.

o wiflssnedlesr Sreormbd Hlemevs &HomL &eir (Secondary sanctions)
albuemeonunereny (KD  Hnsgieuslevemev;  Demey (P (RU
ufleuissomeor  shiSleSleomwyd (eubiSlser, &SMOSI_Lmemi&ser, &Uiuey
CunsGarsg) &MlemeausSlesrmeor.

Foomemey SphSwn aredr Sledrubhm (WPRWIF? Feorm Geoig WIBLOUIIW &boms
ueud HMID SiIr& &L_HUum’_(HU QUIIHETTSTTSSlT SMTewTons AHE Wl
HooL_soemorn (WphHmMlepions HlirmesfléSing. < eomev, SHSHWn SiGWwiflésneyL et
et K wHmIb QisSE6S QST TysmoTd ©&mesor(Yorerg); &L Flwmeor
erSlitiemu wI_ Kb @sfleSliug Cunsng), seoLsafler HlHlE aemwemw SbHSHu
HlmieueomisGer arhe Geuesoriq uil(mHds@b.

@seremstl uflibgieor (Sie))



o

Seowisromas OswenssSler (Cabinet Secretariat) 1o SHSwn 6(H
Hlrbsr 'QurEpemmsnmy uTHIGTIY WLHMID SHEOL&HOT ANIOIVES DS
(Economic Security and Sanctions Office) 2 _(mpeunés Geuesor (hb.

5HCungy Oeeflymesd Osndtems, K, MisHHED WWHMID &iucL
Curs&aurd g RSlwemna CoucBaim Siemwéssbiseflesr S 2 croreorT;
8hs ocowLwiuEssuu L "Gumi  Sieop"  ufleuissemeoisemerd
scorsTelS g, HlnecomeendsE (porsal 198w eré&flboms 6l &8I
ShHlwneldlest  UIEHEMSTT SEODHWNGTEOWEMW  UTGIGTSS  6(1h
Q(HEISIHEOTHS USIemev 2 (IHouMESLD.

4. @58 2_maysar: Glifldeo (BRICS) 2_&fwnmpn@E 2026
Somouwnusid: Does the BRICS meet signify a foreign policy shift? (Op—Ed Parley) TNPSC

un_GSI_Lib: 2 eusemmedl  &el L emoliy&er
(BRICS, G7), cuoniifbgl 6u(HD 2 _6v& 6(LRrhisHlev

THE|
BHARAT
POST

SibSunelesr UrkiE. India Takes Charge as BRICS Chair,
Set to Host 18th BRICS Summit in 2026
o Sleoreoremfl: 2026 Gifl& 6o
2 &&lonbm_ g 651 UgIOIL_6v6eSILs

OrsLend  GuhessSw  mbrserfledr
HOLEOHGHES ordliuys OsfleNsss.
utevevSeond  OHMID  Glevuesimeoilev
8610865 6or bL_6)1q & 608 8 6068
sHoowwns aSlwiflsss. Cuepd GaH&w
BeonUhISemeTy UwWesTUB SEID  lifléeo
&L_L6ooT (Pomm&@& (intra—BRICS payment
mechanism) <, &5T60061115 58!

@smearemsll UGUUMLIe)

o

DiflGarr  O&EMeiTEmNE  Di6L6V,

ueupomer sal Laofl (Multi-Alignment): &g ummbuflu "SieollGarm
O&MeTEnsSHE" (8@H HI(HeY 2 cw&lev UcveemonesT HiT([H & OEH&H&HTETS))
Slpbyauemssd GNIssallcuemoev; WIMTS, U &I(HeY 2 cusley 6(H
WsSw  FsSwrs wImEsHeTeor  ShSwnelledr  SBUILSSE
&sM_HEmal. CuhHasdSw BIH&6T Dicveuns dol L eowliyselfley SbShwr
ousSlwnes FHubd D16sH Geuemeruilev, GumhasHSIWw H(H & EmHESHTeoT
ureunseb (G7 wrprlgev Hlrbsr Siemwlurermms &apUug Gumev)
@&wevbu(p Slmg).

2 &ooresr Gumi ymssafloy: waeremmwns, Slflésev SlrsL corddlev
Smbs 2 Hoomesr  Gumi ubdlw  @Mlyser  WhMleions
BéslUl_(HeTereor. meypwneldledst &5 GLm (veto) iSlasmBw SBHmh&Hs



SMTeooTD 6TATMID, RHLISS &(H&H ™S 6T _L Ceuetorlq o l” L 6ol &&)
&M1& Oereond &Gl 6T6dTMID HleooTT&H6T & (HG)ISH 65T 6o .

o Se@réd Hlemovtun®: Yifléseiv YlrTsLcnd SevGremevd &(h emwWnsd
H6oT1q §STeYID, Glrsoi Gomg SEpsTUy uweThiserflesT Gurg &ero@rev
GM&EH  BLuteol  SUHSGHIGmeTCL  @sfleSggieTermi. usvsIUY
POUGOHIGET  6T60TUS Oeumib GO (§ FLIFHIGET 6TETUMSLD,
SmsIUY BLag &enssGer 2 _ctoremwwnet Gs&lw (1 esTeoyflemins smer
@evefliu® &g1&leoTmeoT 6TBTUBWID &) 6T(hS&HSST_(HSmG).

5. Siwfwed whnIb B,EHmW: Somorehisaflcir allrsSlub Caiias@EHb
Soemeulhussid: The crucial Uttar Pradesh test of the BJP's hegemony (Zoya Hasan er(p&lwg))
TNPSC um_gSI”_L 1b: Gauemeveuminiy, weoflg auemhiser whHmIb S oEHemw CGTL[furesTt
Flas6080T.

(@Oly: S5 oo Swseh &Fmins &L (Hoomuns SSphSToyd, (PSTeDDS
Csoiioydbes (Mains) G&omanumeor (b (P&l Fepss—Gumapommsmy YliréEFlemcoremis
B&lov &1 19 &HeBITL 19 1]6iTomeoTT).

WsHWU Cipdfemeor: SiwrSfledr cundE&GHMISIBEHHGSID &6 6THMISHSHEH S HEGn
SeooL et SooL_Glevefl  SemerehiseflenL G @Qupd  SlTdSlemw
abu@h &5 uHouSTE S&HMoVnhIGD &L 1qS&T_ (K SlImg).

Nleomssrer &He (Exam Leaks): 2 9. &neweui Gsiey (60,244
uefluil_his©ehé@E 48 oul”_&b Cuir elletoreooriNsSl(phseont) whHmid RO/ARO
Gaiayser Gurnesim Gum’_1q & Csiayser COSTLiihg &g 1658 CFWWnUH eus)
@eaumibd Hliifeunss &emnun(p WL (Hevev; Sirs Geusmevemiw HIYIUIN(HEEGD 6D
Hemeu(emmulledr uesord, GBI wHmIb emiiyseflesT wLIEUEHDL SPUuMEb.
SHs W EHowsH Camevell Seorb aunssnoniseflenL Gw pwwneor Glemesscmor
2 (HoUn&GHSImG).
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