THOZHAN SPARK :2z52.

Discover Yourself , Define Your Future OCT 17/2026

Prepared By : et o ), ‘
SATHISH KUMAR T INDIA’S FIRST HOMEGROWN MULT

PERIYAR ARIVULAGAMTO PURPOSE VESSEL INS SAMARTHA
p dF OPEN IN COIMBATORE! IS SET TO JOIN THE NAVY
repare or: Chief Minister Vijay is reportedly scheduled to visit .
TNPSC, UPSC combilg AUTONOM®

ks
bly

Ll

i [
the power - ¥
. Power ARTICLE |
i  AnECthat does ATNKD T
;!  capable of rule of law is againg .
[ ing the mast ';; i
L}
+dey

60 DAYS STUDY CHALLENGE
GROUPII/ II-A

100 DAYS STUDY
CHALLENGE

GROUP I FOR 2027
ADMISSION GOING ON

CONTACT US & JOIN OUR COMMUNITY
O 9894856153

ﬂ https://t.me/thozhanias
https://thozhanacademy.com/

@ https://chat.whatsapp.com/EWtjcbFDITnAQSuNySs4ZW



I. Tamil Nadu Administration, Governance &
State Affairs

1. Periyar Arivulagam Inauguration (Coimbatore)

o Event: Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay inaugurated 'Periyar Arivulagam',
an eight-storey library and science centre in Coimbatore's Gandhipuram,
built at a cost 0f 3301.71 crore.

o Infrastructure Details: The facility is spread over
6.98 acres of land belonging to the Coimbatore
Central Prison and has a built-up area of 1.98
lakh square feet. It houses 80 lakh books, a 356- ¥
seat auditorium, a 90-seat planetarium, an |
astronomical observatory, and dedicated sections
for children, persons with disabilities, and
competitive exam aspirants.

o Political Context: DMK president M.K. Stalin

highlighted that the project was a brainchild of the PERIYAR ARIVULAGAM TO
previous DMK government, marking it as a OPEN IN COIMBATORE!

. " « 1. " Chief Minister Vijay is reportedly scheduled to visit
milestone of the "Dravidian model". Coimbatore on October 16 to inaugurate the eight-storey

« TNPSC Relevance (Unit VIII & IX): [Riuisiominsismsie
Demonstrates the state's continued focus on
knowledge infrastructure (following the Anna and Kalaignar Centenary
Libraries) and the legacy of the Dravidian movement's emphasis on
rationalism and education.
2. Socio-Economic Welfare: Pongal Dhoti & Sari Scheme

e« Policy Update: The Tamil Nadu government has revised the weaving
wages for the free distribution of dhotis and saris for Pongal 2027.

« Financials: Wages are fixed at 345.76 per sari and 219.04 per dhoti, with
¥213.66 crore allocated in the 2026-27 Budget. The state targets the
production of 1.77 crore dhotis and 1.77 crore saris.

o TNPSC Relevance (Paper III): A classic dual-benefit welfare scheme that
provides social security to the poor while ensuring sustained livelihood
and wage protection for the handloom/powerloom weaving community.

3. Judiciary on Social Issues

« Pandemic & Marriages: Madras High Court Justice N. Anand Venkatesh
observed a massive surge in matrimonial disputes among couples married
between 2020 and 2022, noting that pandemic-induced lockdowns and
financial stress severely impacted the institution of marriage. He ordered



the collection of statewide family court data to devise "out-of-the-box"
mediation solutions.

Political Use of Children: The High Court criticized politicians urging
children to pressure their parents for votes, and condemned parents
making YouTube reels of such acts, terming it "poor parenting" and a
"cheap" political stunt.

II. National News, Polity & Constitution

1. Census Governance: Private Teachers as Enumerators

Policy Shift: In a first, the Registrar General and Census Commissioner
of India (RG&CCI) expanded the definition of "any person" in the Census
Rules, 1990, allowing private school teachers and members of
trusts/societies to act as enumerators.

Context: Around 34 lakh enumerators are required for the Population
Enumeration phase (comprising 40 questions), and government staff alone
is insufficient. This will be India's first digital census and the first to
enumerate caste (beyond SC/ST) in independent India.

Judicial Pushback: The Punjab and Haryana High Court granted interim
relief to private unaided schools, staying government orders that
demanded staff details for census duties.

2. Electoral Roll Controversy (SIR vs. SSR)

3. Federalism: Ladakh Autonomy Stalemate i

The Issue: The Election Commission of India (ECI) announced a Special
Summary Revision (SSR) for 17 states. However, widespread protests
erupted against the earlier Special Intensive
Revision (SIR), which allegedly resulted in the

wrongful deletion of 13 crore voters nationwide L ADAKH

(74 lakh in Tamil Nadu). AUTONOMY:
Demands: Political parties and farmer unions = ARTCHE #7100 ANDLAND RIGHTS
(SKM) are marching in Delhi demanding the @ s Q-
resignation of Chief Election Commissioner W ‘
Gyanesh Kumar over these mass b e,
disenfranchisements. @ o Lapaky (/
TNPSC Relevance (Paper II): Raises critical ‘\\? @
questions about the ECI's autonomy (Article 324), @:. - f*’

B

the right to vote, and administrative
accountability in maintaining electoral integrity. | @z %

Deadlock: The Leh Apex Body (LAB) and Kargil

Democratic Alliance (KDA) rejected the Union Home Ministry's 15-page
draft proposal.

Core Conflict: While Ladakh demands a Legislative Assembly and
constitutional safeguards under the Sixth Schedule (Article 371), the



Centre proposed a "North-East Frontier Agency-type" Territorial Council
with power concentrated in the Lieutenant Governor.

4. Defense & Technology

INS Samarthak: The Indian Navy commissioned
the first of two multi-purpose vessels built by
Larsen & Toubro (L&T) at Karwar. Designed with
over 75% indigenous content, it will serve as a |
platform for testing domestic weapons/sensors, !
offshore patrolling, and disaster relief.
Aviation Regulations: The Centre informed the =
Supreme Court that new rules under the
Bharatiya Vayuyan Adhiniyam, 2024 have been
finalized to regulate volatile surge pricing and Rk UL
: . : PURPOSE VESSEL INS SAMARTHAK
predatory airfares, addressing a major consumer R IN
grievance.

& Link In Comments

III. International Relations &

Global Economy

1. China's Tech Export Curbs

Policy: China announced a draft plan to restrict the export of 40 cutting-
edge technologies. This includes a complete ban on 14 technologies (like
perovskite /tandem solar cell manufacturing and certain Al mutation tools)
and restrictions on 26 others (like polysilicon engineering).

Impact on India: As India attempts to build a domestic solar supply chain
to reduce dependence on China, these curbs will likely delay licensing and
joint ventures for Indian solar manufacturers.

2. West Asia Crisis & Supply Chain Disruption

Logistics Shift: DP World Group CEO Yuvraj Narayan noted that the West
Asia crisis has broken the 70-year-old "just-in-time" global supply chain
model, replacing it with an "anyhow, anytime" survival strategy.

Choke Points: Access to Dubai's Jebel Ali port is heavily restricted due to
the Strait of Hormuz threat. Shipping routes have become longer, and
finding crew willing to risk the passage has led to unsustainable
mercenary-level security costs.

Economic Impact on India: Consequently, while India's crude oil import
volume rose by only 7% in September, the import bill surged by 47% to
$15.4 billion due to geopolitical risk premiums.



IV. Editorials & Analytical Pieces (Mains
Perspective)

1. Electoral Roll Revisions and ECI's Autonomy
Editorial: "Necessary corrective"

e The Core Issue: The Election Commission of India (ECI) has announced a
Special Summary Revision (SSR) of electoral rolls across 17 States and
Union Territories with
January 1, 2027, as the
qualifying date. The
editorial views this as a ght to vate is ne *Democracy is Ap power will have
"corrective" measure for et
the flaws of the

of the people. Power
previously conducted

Oy a m, - 0 €0 o
onstitutional rig dle.
2 “The ballot is more potent of the ballot is “An EC that does not guarantee
than the most powerful gun”” | Supreme, capable of rule of law is against democracy”
unseating the most

Special RS A 3 oot nevrntented, | P @™ ] jComltedependene o i
Revision (SIR) power to appoint CEC and ECs.” . of electoral processes.”
« Key Analytical Points: — '
o The SIR :
Controversy: The e
SIR exercise led to Fs s REEE o
massive s '

controversies, with reports of 13 crore wrongful voter deletions
nationwide. The new SSR drops the rigid "ancestry declarations" and
logical-discrepancy checks that acted like quasi-citizenship tests.

o Institutional Credibility: The editorial highlights severe internal
dissent, noting that two Election Commissioners objected on record
to the decisions made by the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC).

o Supreme Court Intervention: The issue is currently before the
Supreme Court, with demands for the CEC's resignation and
questions raised about the appointment process overturned by the
government following the Anoop Baranwal judgment.

e TNPSC Group 1 Syllabus Linkage (Paper II - Indian Polity):

o Election Commission of India (Article 324): Independence and
impartial functioning of constitutional bodies.

o Electoral Reforms: Voter disenfranchisement versus electoral roll
purification.

o Judiciary vs. Executive: The conflict over the selection committee
for Election Commissioners (CJI's exclusion).

2. Higher Education Reforms
Opinion Piece: "Metrics to minds - restoring purpose to universities" by
Shelley Walia



3. Economics Nobel 2026 & Lessons for Indian Policymaking
Editorial: "Ripples from future"

The Core Issue: The article is a sharp critique of how standardized
national examinations (NEET, JEE, UGC-NET) and rigid quantitative
metrics are destroying critical thinking and institutional autonomy in
Indian universities.

Key Analytical Points

o

Flawed Testing Models: Exams designed to select a few for the IAS
or IITs have been stretched across all disciplines, replacing
intellectual reasoning with rote memorization and multiple-choice
trickery.

Predatory Publishing & Promotions: The UGC's 2018 regulations
and the API (Academic Performance Indicator) scores force scholars
to publish simply to meet deadlines. This has birthed a massive
market for sub-standard, predatory journals where "ideas" are
replaced by "paper counts".

STEM Bias in Leadership: Selection committees often judge Vice-
Chancellor candidates by the number of patents they hold—a metric
irrelevant to the humanities. This results in university leaders who
have spent their entire careers in a lab, disconnected from broader
academic and cultural development.

TNPSC Group 1 Syllabus Linkage (Paper II - Social Justice)

@)

Education and Human Resource Development: Issues in higher
education governance, the National Education Policy (NEP) debates,
and the commercialization of research.

The Nobel Laureates 2026

The Core Issue: The 2026 Nobel The complete list of winners

Prize in Economics was awarded to
Robert E. Hall and Michael

o
O

Medicine -/ Physics &

/ing
neutrinos of

Woodford for their research opto tes cosmic origini

the depths of

quantifying how future expectations activateandidentify  Antarctica

shape
household consumption decisions.

hal circuits in improves our

current pricing and pom d M anding of

Literature

Key Analytical Points for India Chemistry T oerh cruie

o

Targeting  Welfare & [ g B
Subsidies: Hall’s framework : e !'.lﬁfli"’f.’!ifim
allows governments to onecan it asa sl
accurately identify "hand-to- Pt ol
mouth" populations. India Peace "y bl
currently provides free food to st e
over 81 crore people using 13- s, crimes %}”‘]‘y
to-15-year-old data. Applying and genoride

Hall’s model could drastically

conomics




streamline India's subsidy expenditure during tight fiscal
conditions.

o Forward-Looking Inflation: Woodford’s work emphasizes the need
to understand corporate price-setting expectations. The editorial
suggests the RBI and the government need better long-term
macroeconomic surveys beyond the private Purchasing Managers'
Index (PMI).

o Policy Certainty & Communication: Households and businesses
delay economic decisions when policy is unclear. The editorial
critiques the Indian government's poor policy communication (citing
the Farm Laws, Labour Codes, and CAA) as detrimental to economic
growth.

e TNPSC Group 1 Syllabus Linkage (Paper III - Indian Economy)

o Fiscal Policy & Subsidies: Rationalization of the Public
Distribution System (PDS) and welfare economics.

o Inflation Management: RBI's monetary policy tools and
expectations.

4. U.S. Elections & Geopolitical Impact on India
Analysis: "U.S. midterms as Donald Trump's test, stakes for India"

e The Core Issue: An analysis of the upcoming U.S. midterm elections and
how domestic American politics directly impact India’s economic and
strategic interests.

« Key Analytical Points

o Trade Tariffs: U.S. tariffs on Indian goods rose to 50% in 2025
before a temporary framework cut them to 18%; the final deal
remains unsigned.

o Sanctions over Russian Oil: A new U.S. law allows up to 100%
tariffs on the largest buyers of Russian energy, placing India in the
crosshairs.

o Immigration: The imposition of a $100,000 fee on new H-1B visas
threatens India's IT sector exports.

e TNPSC Group 1 Syllabus Linkage (Paper II - International Relations)

o Bilateral Groupings: India-U.S. relations, trade protectionism, and
strategic autonomy in energy imports.

5. Ground Zero Analysis: Disaster Management & Administrative Failure
Report: "A 10-minute boat ride that cost 13 young lives"

e The Core Issue: A tragic boat capsize in the Ganga in Bihar's Vaishali
district killed 13 children, exposing systemic administrative apathy in
rural riverine regions.



Key Analytical Points

o

@)

Regulatory Vacuum: The country-made boat was completely
unregistered, overcrowded (30 people), operated after sunset
violating district bans, and was rowed by an inexperienced person.
Infrastructure Deficit: The region (taal/diara wetlands) suffers
from poor all-weather road connectivity, forcing people to rely on
dilapidated wooden boats.

Emergency Response Failure: The local Primary Health Centre
lacked basic oxygen facilities, and specialized rescue teams
(SDRF/NDRF) were severely delayed.

TNPSC Group 1 Syllabus Linkage (Paper III - Disaster Management)

Risk Mitigation: Regulation of inland waterways, rural
infrastructure development, and emergency medical response
protocols.
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