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TNPSC GROUP 1 MAINS & PRELIMS:
COMPREHENSIVE CURRENT AFFAIRS &

EDITORIAL COMPENDIUM
(Source: The Hindu, Chennai Edition — October 13, 2026)

PAGE 1: TAMIL NADU STATE NEWS & REGIONAL
DEVELOPMENTS

1. Tamil Nadu Achieves NACP-V (95-95-95) Target for 2026-27
(Relevance: GS Paper II & III — Social Issues, Public Health, Welfare Schemes in
Tamil Nadu)

e In the News:

@)

Tamil Nadu Health Minister Dr. K.G.
Arunraj announced that the State
successfully achieved the National
AIDS Control Programme Phase-V
(NACP-V) target of 95-95-95 in
September 2026 for the financial year
2026-27.

Understanding the 95-95-95 Target:

o

First 95: 95% of all people living with
HIV (PLHIV) know their HIV status.
Second 95: 95% of all people
diagnosed with HIV infection receive
sustained  Antiretroviral = Therapy
(ART).
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o Declining Prevalence: Due to
sustained Information, Education,

and Communication (IEC) campaigns by the State government and
104 NGOs, HIV prevalence in Tamil Nadu dropped by more than
half—from 0.40% in 2010 to 0.19% in 2023.

o Long-Term Goal: Achieving an HIV/AIDS-free Tamil Nadu by
2030.

o Healthcare Infrastructure in T.N.: Currently, 1,63,151 individuals
are undergoing treatment. The state operates 311 Integrated
Counselling and Testing Centres (ICTCs) funded by the National
AIDS Control Organisation (NACO) and 403 ICTCs funded by the



o

National Health Mission (NHM), alongside 2,656 testing facilities in
Primary Health Centres (PHCs) and government hospitals. Free
treatment is provided across 58 government ART centres, 28 private
medical college ART centres, and 172 linked ART centres.
Youth Awareness: The Tamil Nadu State AIDS Control Society
(TANSACS) has established Red Ribbon Clubs in 2,329 colleges to
educate students on sexually transmitted infections and
behavioural change.
Elimination of Vertical Transmission: A top priority is eliminating
mother-to-child transmission of three infections: HIV, Syphilis, and
Hepatitis B. Babies born to HIV-positive mothers are immediately
given a prophylactic dose of ART at birth.
Enhanced Social Protection Scheme: To ensure nutritious food
and uninterrupted education for children affected by HIV/AIDS, the
State allocated an additional X1.21 crore (effective November 2026)
and revised monthly financial assistance as follows:

= ¥3,000/month: Children living with HIV who have lost both

parents.
= %2,000/month: Children who have lost one parent.
= %1,500/month: Children living with their parents, as well as
uninfected children who have lost both parents to HIV/AIDS.

2. Cauvery Water Sharing Dispute & Inter-State River Linking
(Relevance: GS Paper II & III — Inter-State Relations, Water Resources, Indian
Polity, Agriculture)

¢ In the News:

o

Supreme Court Hearing: A Supreme Court Division Bench headed
by Justice Vikram Nath reserved its order on Tamil Nadu's
application regarding a shortfall of 11.719 tmc ft of Cauvery water
at the Billigundulu inter-State border measuring point (up to
October 6).

Bilateral Talks: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay is
scheduled to meet Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naidu in Vijayawada to discuss the Godavari-Cauvery River
Linkage Project and the release of Krishna river water.

e Arguments & Background Analysis

o

Tamil Nadu's Stand: Represented by Senior Advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, Tamil Nadu argued that even after applying a proportionate
reduction formula for a "distress year," Karnataka has failed to
release 11.719 tmc ft. Tamil Nadu pointed out that Karnataka holds
a combined reservoir storage of roughly 49 tmc ft and that the
continuing deficit severely threatens Samba cultivation and farmer
livelihoods in the Cauvery Delta.

Karnataka's Stand: Represented by Senior Advocate Shyam Divan,
Karnataka stated that several of its districts are officially notified as



drought-affected. Out of 57 tmc ft of available water, 45 tmc ft is
strictly required to meet the drinking water needs of Bengaluru and
other urban areas. Karnataka also argued that while it relies solely
on the Southwest Monsoon, Tamil Nadu will soon benefit from the
impending Northeast Monsoon, and noted it is complying with the
Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA) directive to
ensure a daily flow of 3,000 cusecs at Billigundulu.

o Supreme Court's Observation: The Bench questioned how
Karnataka could clear a backlog during severe scarcity, observing
that "a backlog can be covered only when there is excess water".

3. Climatology: Onset of Northeast Monsoon in Tamil Nadu
(Relevance: GS Paper I — Geography of India and Tamil Nadu, Monsoon Patterns)

In the News

o The Regional Meteorological Centre (RMC) announced that the
Northeast Monsoon, which provides the major share of Tamil
Nadu's annual rainfall, is set to commence over the southern
peninsula within two to three days, coinciding with the complete
withdrawal of the Southwest Monsoon.

Geographical & Meteorological Factors

o Synoptic Systems: The onset is driven by an upper air cyclonic
circulation over the Gulf of Mannar and adjoining south Tamil Nadu
coast, alongside the formation of a low-pressure area over the
Southeast Bay of Bengal.

o Economic Impact: The rainfall is expected to cool down above-
average temperatures (Vellore recorded a high of 36.7°C) and
improve vegetable supplies to the Koyambedu wholesale market,
helping stabilise food prices within two weeks.

4. Tamil Nadu Governance, Polity, and Innovation Ecosystem
(Relevance: GS Paper II & III — State Administration, Constitutional Authorities,
Science & Tech

Full-Time Governor Appointed: President Droupadi Murmu appointed
Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar as the full-time Governor of Tamil Nadu.
Previously sworn in as Governor of Keralam in January 2025, he had been
holding additional charge of Tamil Nadu since March 12. (Other
appointments: Om Prakash Mathur to Keralam, Sudha Yadav to
Karnataka, Braj Mohan Ram to Odisha, Dhal Singh Bisen to Uttarakhand,
and Dushyant Gautam to Sikkim).

New DVAC Director: Senior 2001-batch IPS officer Prem Anand Sinha
(ADGP) took charge as the Director of the Directorate of Vigilance and
Anti-Corruption (DVAC) in Chennai.

Section 17A of Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988: In a case before
the Madras High Court involving former School Education Minister Anbil



Mahesh Poyyamozhi, the Central Crime Branch (CCB) clarified a key legal
principle under Section 17A of the PC Act, 1988 (which mandates prior
approval before conducting any inquiry or investigation into offences
committed by a public servant in discharge of official duties). The
investigating officer stated that prior approval to investigate the former
Minister was validly obtained from the State Government on September
7, 2026, refuting the petitioner's claim that approval ought to have been
obtained solely from the Governor.

Thazhal Geospatial Analytics (Tirunelveli): Satellite-based
assessment to track physical infrastructure construction
(roads, bridges), mangrove assessment, and lake monitoring.
Blunav (Chennai): Al-powered airport ground operations
management and passenger processing solutions (deployed at
Chennai International Airport under the AAI start-up
initiative).

Grahaa Space: Developing an earth-observation nano-
satellite constellation for real-time geospatial video data. In
July, it deployed its nano-satellite SOLARAS into low-earth
orbit via Skyroot Aerospace's Vikram-1 and attempted an
orbital launch from Alcantara Space Center (Brazil) via South
Korea's Hanbit-Nano rocket.

o CavinKare Ability Awards 2027: Nominations were called for achievers
with disabilities recognized under the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Act, 2016.

PAGE 2: NATIONAL NEWS, POLITY, ECONOMY &

1. Nobel Prize

Sciences 2026

(Relevance: GS Paper III — Indian :
Economy, Macroeconomics, Current
Events of National/International

Importance)

¢ In the News

o The

DEFENCE

in Economic ﬁ” -

Nobel Prlze in
Economic Sciences 2026: ..
Robert E. Hall, Michael Woodford

R &

Royal Swedish

Academy of Sciences
awarded the 2026 Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in
Memory of Alfred Nobel to American economists Robert E. Hall
(Stanford University) and Michael Woodford (Columbia University).
o Core Contribution
o They were honoured for establishing the "microeconomic
foundations of macroeconomic stabilisation"—developing



empirical formulas and macroeconomic models that incorporate
household demand behaviour and corporate supply/pricing
behaviour to help governments design effective economic
stabilisation policies.

o Detailed Theoretical Breakdown:

o Robert E. Hall's Work (Demand Side): In a landmark 1978 paper,
Hall provided empirical backing to show that while a household's
current disposable income impacts its current spending, its
expectations about the future path of disposable income matter
almost equally.

o Michael Woodford's Work (Supply Side & Composite
Framework): Woodford focused on how firms set prices and
combined his supply-side findings with Hall's demand-side insights
into a composite framework to explain business cycles—what
causes them, how they play out, and how government policies
impact them.

o Role of Policy Communication: A vital takeaway from their
research is that macroeconomic stabilisation is not merely about
authorities "pulling levers" in isolation; the effectiveness of any
government or central bank policy depends heavily on how well the
government communicates the need for those policies and
shapes public expectations.

2. Retail Inflation (CPI) Hits 2-Year High of 5.5%
(Relevance: GS Paper III — Indian Economy, Inflation, Monetary Policy)

e In the News:

o India's retail inflation, measured by the Consumer Price Index
(CPI), rose to a nearly two-year high of 5.5% (5.54%) in September
2026, up sharply from 4.8% in August 2026 (the highest level since
October 2024).

e Sectoral Drivers & Monetary Policy Impact

o Food & Beverages Inflation: Surged to 7.4% in September from
5.7% in August (the highest recorded under the new CPI series
introduced in January 2026).

o Other Segments: Transport inflation stood at 5%, pushing
"restaurant and accommodation services" inflation to 9.4%.
"Personal care, social protection and miscellaneous goods &
services" recorded 13.75% inflation.

o RBI & MPC Stance: The Reserve Bank of India's (RBI) upper comfort
limit (tolerance band ceiling) for retail inflation is 6%. Because a
dismal Southwest Monsoon and low reservoir levels have clouded
the outlook for rabi sowing, economists noted that the Monetary
Policy Committee's (MPC) recent decision to hike interest rates
was prescient, with another rate hike likely in December 2026 if
inflation crosses 6%.



Supreme Court & Centre on Healthcare Pricing & Drug Regulation
(Relevance: GS Paper Il — Health, Governance, Welfare Mechanisms, Judiciary)

« Capping Trade Margins on Essential Drugs

o

Context: The Central Government informed a Supreme Court
Bench (Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta) that it has
decided to cap trade margins at 30% for non-scheduled cancer
drugs (covering both patented and non-patented medicines).
SC's Observation:
Flagging 1,000%
mark-ups between
the Price to Retailer
(PTR) and Maximum
Retail Price (MRP) as
"broad daylight
dacoity” (and noting
cardiac stents costing
%5,000 being sold for
over 25,000), the
Court questioned why
price regulation is
restricted only to
cancer drugs. It asked
the Centre to work out INDIA
modalities by October
27 to bring other Centre caps trade marginof
essential ~ medicines anti-camcer drugs at:30%, SC

and medical devices asks why not other medicines
under the 16%

retailer margin
prescribed by the
Drugs (Prices
Control) Order
(DPCO), 2013.

« Mandatory Display of Hospital Service Charges

o

o

Union Health Secretary Punya Salila Srivastava directed Chief
Secretaries of all States/UTs to strictly enforce the Clinical
Establishments (Registration and Regulation) Act, 2010 and the
Clinical Establishments (Central Government) Rules, 2012.

All clinical establishments must prominently display the rates
charged for services and available facilities in both the local
language and English, including package rates for international
patients travelling on medical or Ayush visas.

5. Defence Indigenisation & Agricultural Technology
(Relevance: GS Paper III — Defence Technology, Atmanirbhar Bharat, Agriculture)



e Commissioning of INS Mangrol (P82):

o

The Indian Navy commissioned INS Mangrol (P82), the third Mahe-
class Anti-Submarine Warfare Shallow Water Craft (ASW-SWC),
at the Naval Dockyard in Mumbai.

Significance: Designed and built indigenously by Cochin Shipyard
Limited (CSL), Kochi, the vessel features over 80% indigenous
content with major contributions from domestic MSMEs. Named
after the coastal fishing harbour of Mangrol in Gujarat's Junagadh
district, it is designed for coastal anti-submarine warfare,
underwater surveillance, and low-intensity maritime operations.

e Al-Led Mechanisation in the Coffee Sector

@)

To address labour shortages and modernise harvesting, the Coffee
Board of India (led by CEO Kurma Rao M.) has constituted a
committee on mechanisation. It is collaborating with IIT Roorkee
(which built a harvesting machine prototype suited to Indian
terrain), IIT Dharwad, the Karnataka Planters' Association (KPA),
and the United Planters' Association of Southern India (UPASI)
to develop Al-enabled farm equipment.

Static Fact for Prelims: Karnataka accounts for nearly 70% of
India's coffee production.

6. Fundamental Right to Protest vs. Public Order & Reservation Ceiling

RIGHT TO PROTEST

(Relevance: GS Paper Il - Fundamental Rights, Judicial Rulings, Social Justicec

¢ Denotification of Jantar Mantar

o

Modifying its April 2022 Standing Order, the Delhi Police denotified
Jantar Mantar as a designated protest site and notified three
alternative venues: Ramlila Maidan, Burari Ground, and CBD
Ground.



o

Constitutional Jurisprudence: While activists criticised the move
for pushing protesters away from the seat of power (Parliament), the
decision followed an October 9 Supreme Court order (headed by CJI
Surya Kant) urging the government to find spacious alternative sites
with basic amenities (water, washrooms, medical aid). This aligns
with the Supreme Court's 2018 "golden rule" and the 2020 Shaheen
Bagh judgment, which held that fundamental rights do not exist in
isolation and the right to protest (Article 19(1)(a) & (b)) must be
balanced with the right of commuters and residents to live
peacefully.

« Karnataka High Court Strikes Down Quota Beyond 50%:

o

A Division Bench of the Karnataka High Court struck down Sections
3 and 4 of the Karnataka Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Reservation of Seats in Educational Institutions and of Appointments
or Posts in the Services under the State) Act, 2022 as ultra vires the
Constitution, holding that enhancing SC/ST reservations beyond
the 50% ceiling (established in the landmark Indra Sawhney case)
is "constitutionally impermissible".

PAGE 3: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS,

ENVIRONMENT & GLOBAL AFFAIRS

1. West Asia Crisis: Attacks in the Strait of Hormuz & Houthi-Saudi

Escalation

(Relevance: GS Paper II — International Relations, Indian Diaspora, Energy

Security)

e Attacks on Merchant Vessels in the Strait of Hormuz

o

Incident: Two commercial vessels carrying 23 crew members—the
Nicaragua-flagged MT Petro Dolphin (struck by a drone; two Indian
sailors missing, nine Indians and one Bangladeshi rescued) and the
Marshall Islands-flagged tanker MT Valthera (hit by a projectile; all
11 Indian sailors safe)—were attacked in the Strait of Hormuz,
where Iran has enforced a blockade for several months.

Diplomatic Engagement: India's National Security Adviser (NSA)
Ajit Doval held talks with his Iranian counterpart Mohsin Rezaei
(Secretary of the Supreme National Security Council of Iran). The
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) strongly condemned the strikes,
emphasising the safety of Indian seafarers and demanding that



freedom of navigation and unimpeded maritime commerce
through international waterways be upheld under international law.

¢ Houthi Strikes on Saudi Arabia & Global Oil Shock

o

Yemen's Tehran-backed Houthi rebels launched deadly missile and
drone strikes on Saudi Arabia's King Khalid International Airport
(Riyadh) and Dammam Airport, killing 18 people over a span of
days, alongside tightening their siege on the Yemeni city of Taiz.
Geopolitical & Economic Impact: Global crude oil prices crossed
$105 a barrel. Saudi Energy Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman
vowed a "decisive response,” while U.S. President Donald Trump
stated he was considering joining Saudi airstrikes against the
Houthis.

e India-UAE Energy Security (ADNOC)

o

Amid global supply disruptions, the Abu Dhabi National Oil
Company (ADNOC) announced its readiness to sign further long-
term Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG), LNG, crude oil, and strategic
storage deals with India, building on its May 2026 strategic
agreement with Indian Oil. In 2025, ADNOC supplied over 5,00,000
barrels of crude oil per day to India—accounting for nearly 1 in 10
barrels of India's total crude imports.

2. Deadlock at the IPCC over Climate Assessment Timelines

(Relevance:

GS Paper III - Environment, Climate Change, International

Conventions)

¢ In the News:

@)

At a crucial plenary meeting of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) (comprising 195 member states) in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia, nations remained deadlocked after nearly three
years of debate over the publication timeline for the next cycle of
IPCC climate assessment reports.

e The Core Divide (Developed vs. Developing Nations)

@)

The 2028 Target: IPCC co-chairs and a coalition of nations want all
three key reports (1. Extent/causes of climate change, 2.
Vulnerabilities /adaptation, 3. Mitigation options) approved by
September 2028, so they can inform the November 2028 UN
Climate Summit (the second Global Stocktake to assess progress
under the 2015 Paris Agreement).

Stand of India and Developing Nations: Countries including
India, Kenya, Saudi Arabia, Russia, and China are pressing to
push the second and third reports into 2029. Indian IPCC scientist
Thiagarajan Jayaraman highlighted that rushing timelines
excludes researchers from less-resourced developing nations,
resulting in issues of "equity and inclusivity" being sidelined in
global climate policy.



o Institutional Strain: The deadlock is compounded by the fact that
the United States (the IPCC's biggest funder) quit the
organisation in January 2026.

3. Contextualising WWF's 2026 Living Planet Index (LPI) Report
(Relevance: GS Paper III — Biodiversity, Environment, Conservation)

e In the News:

o The 2026 Living Planet Index (LPI) Report, titled "Science of Hope"
and published by the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), reported
an average decline of 73% in monitored wildlife populations
(covering 35,803 populations of mammals, birds, reptiles,
amphibians, and fish) between 1970 and 2022.

e Analytical Nuances for Mains & Prelims

o What the 73% Figure Means (and Doesn't Mean): The LPI
calculates the geometric mean of rates of change across studied
native wildlife populations. A 73% average decline does not mean
73% of total wildlife individuals or species are lost or extinct.

o Actual Population Trends: Across the entire global dataset, 50%
of studied populations were declining, 43% were increasing, and
7% remained stable. Understanding this helps direct conservation
resources efficiently to critically threatened habitats rather than
assuming uniform decline.

o Regional Disparities (1970-2022)

1. Latin America & the Caribbean: Most severe average decline
of 95% (driven by intense deforestation, agricultural
expansion, and highly specialised endemic tropical species).

2. Africa: 80% average decline (only continent left with a
significant number of large mammals).

3. Asia: 49% average decline.

4. Europe: Smallest decline at 23%.

4. Key International Briefs

e« Russia-Ukraine Conflict: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
accused Russia of rejecting a U.S.-proposed "energy ceasefire" (a truce
on long-range strikes against power plants and oil refineries) after Russian
forces struck six Ukrainian energy facilities.

« Pakistan Political Crisis: Pakistan's federal government imposed
emergency rule in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, disbanding the
provincial government led by jailed former PM Imran Khan's Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party, arresting provincial CM Sohail Afridi, and
detaining 278 party members.



o Tiirkiye-PKK Peace Push: Militants of the Kurdistan Workers' Party
(PKK) withdrew from four camps in northern Iraq's Metina region near the
Turkish border as part of a peace effort with Turkiye.

e Horn of Africa: Ethiopian federal forces entered a key northern town in
the Tigray region near the Eritrean border following renewed clashes with
the Tigray People's Liberation Front (TPLF).

PAGE 4: IN-DEPTH EDITORIAL & OPINION

ANALYSIS FOR GROUP 1 MAINS

1. Electoral Integrity, ECI Credibility, and the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) Controversy

(Synthesised from Editorial by former Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa & Text
& Context Explainer by Rangarajan R. | Relevance: GS Paper II — Constitutional
Bodies, Elections, Representation of the People Act)

o Constitutional & Statutory Framework

o

Article 324: Vests the superintendence, direction, and control of
elections in the Election Commission of India (ECI).

Article 326: Establishes universal adult suffrage based on
citizenship and age (18+).

Section 21(3) of the Representation of the People Act, 1950 (RP
Act): Authorises the ECI to conduct a Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls for any constituency. Relying on this, the ECI
launched a nationwide SIR in June 2025 across three phases, which
has resulted in the deletion of 13.3 crore voters across India (20%
due to death, 7.6% duplicate entries, and 71% [9.5 crore voters]
under 'absent, shifted, and others').

o Key Legal & Procedural Issues Raised Against Current SIR (2025-26)
vs. Previous SIR (2002-04)

1. Unilateral Alterations to Form 6 (The "Backdoor NRC"

Allegation)

Form 6 (under the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960) is the
application for registering new voters or those shifting
constituencies. In its June 2025 SIR notification (and July
2026 ECINet portal changes), the ECI attached a Declaration
Form (Annexure D) requiring applicants to classify
themselves by date of birth and provide ancestry linkage to
previous SIR rolls or citizenship documents.

Illegality: Under Section 28 of the RP Act, 1950, only the
Central Government (after consulting the ECI) has the power
to amend the Registration of Electors Rules and forms; the



ECI cannot alter Form 6 unilaterally. Furthermore, the
Supreme Court clarified that its May 27, 2026 judgment on
the Bihar pilot SIR did not approve the July modifications to
Form 6. Critics argue this shifts the burden of proof onto
citizens, violating the Supreme Court's Lal Babu Hussein
(1995) ruling (which held that existing presence on electoral
rolls carries probative value).

2. Treatment of "Shifted" Voters

= In the 2002-04 SIR, shifted voters were marked "S" and

automatically transferred/enrolled at their new address
during simultaneous door-to-door enumeration. In the 2025~
26 SIR, unfound or shifted voters were summarily deleted
from draft rolls without serving notices pasted at their last
known address in the presence of adult witnesses, violating
the ECI's own Manual on Electoral Rolls (2023).

3. Rampant Misuse of Form 7 & Centralised Software:

= Form 7 is used to object to or seek deletion of names in the
electoral roll. Bulk applications (over 16 lakh objections) were
filed by unidentified objectors to mass-delete valid voters.
Additionally, software-generated "logical discrepancies” (e.g.,
spelling differences) and centralised ECINet/ERONET
controls allegedly prevented statutory Electoral Registration
Officers (EROs) from exercising their independent quasi-
judicial judgment.

4. Institutional Decline: The credibility crisis was exacerbated by the
December 2023 legislation altering the selection committee for
Election Commissioners (giving the executive a majority), alongside
internal dissent where two Election Commissioners (Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi) reportedly recorded objections against
CEC Gyanesh Kumar's unilateral decisions.

e Way Forward: Conduct an independent audit of finalised rolls, restore
house-to-house verification by BLOs to re-enrol the 9.5 crore
"shifted /absent" voters, strictly penalise frivolous Form 7 filings, and
utilise pre-SIR rolls under the proviso to Section 21(3) until all claims and
objections are legally disposed of.

2. Warming Himalayas: Rethinking Infrastructure and Disaster
Management

(Editorial by Archana Vaidya | Relevance: GS Paper I & III — Geography, Climate
Change, Disaster Management)

¢ The Crisis in the "Global Natural Commons"

o According to the IPCC and WMO, the high mountains of Asia are
warming at 0.3°C per decade (nearly twice the global average). A



March 2026 report by the International Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development (ICIMOD) revealed that ice-loss rates
across the 3,500-km Hindu Kush Himalaya (HKH) range have
doubled since 2000, with the Western Himalaya warming faster
than central and eastern stretches.

e Geomorphological Mechanisms of Himalayan Disasters

o

Glacial Lubrication & Moulins: As glacier thermal profiles warm
from -20°C/-6°C to near -2°C, meltwater pools into supraglacial
lakes and carves vertical shafts called moulins deep to the bedrock.
This forms a pressurised liquid layer beneath the ice, lubricating the
glacier to slide faster and generating intense mechanical forces that
fracture the ice.

Thawing Permafrost ("Melting Geological Cement"): Permafrost
(ground/rock at or below 0°C) acts as geological cement holding
steep mountain rock walls together. When permafrost thaws, rock
walls collapse—as seen in the August 26, 2026 Langtang Himal
(Nepal) disaster, where a 600m ice-rock mass fell 1.2 km, dammed
the Lhende Khola (tributary of Bhote Koshi river), and unleashed a
170-km flash flood ("inland tsunami").

e Policy Recommendations for the Indian Himalayan Region (IHR)

o

Surveillance & Early Warning: Deploy high-altitude satellites,
drones, and real-time acoustic/hydrological sensors along glacier-
fed rivers, alongside engineered drainage of glacial lakes.
Slope-Based Flood Zoning: Differentiate zoning between steep
slopes (where flood damage concentrates vertically) and gentle
slopes (where destruction spreads horizontally).

Moratorium on High-Altitude Hydropower & River Linking:
Implement recommendations of the Avay Shukla Committee and
Ravi Chopra Committee to ban or strictly review major hydropower
construction above 2,200 metres. Reconsider fragile projects like
the proposed Chenab-Beas river-linking project (an 8.7-km tunnel
through the Pir Panjal Range at 3,140m elevation in Lahaul and
Spiti, Himachal Pradesh).

3. Social Justice in Higher Bureaucracy & India's Care Economy
(Synthesised from Opinion & Text & Context | Relevance: GS Paper II — Social
Justice, Public Administration, Vulnerable Sections)

 Realising Ram Manohar Lohia's Vision in Apex Bureaucracy

o

o

The Issue: Despite entry-level reservation in the civil services,
representation of marginalised communities (SC/ST/OBC) in apex
posts (Cabinet Secretary, Chief Secretaries, DGPs, IB Director)
remains minuscule—a  phenomenon the author terms
"administrative untouchability".

Two Structural Barriers:



@)

1. Rigid Inter-Se Seniority: Seniority within a batch in the civil
list is permanently frozen based on initial UPSC exam rank
and training academy performance. Reserved category officers
starting lower on the list remain trailing for life regardless of
exceptional service.

2. The Age-Relaxation Paradox: While age relaxation allows
historically disadvantaged candidates to enter the service
later, the uniform retirement age shortens their total length
of service, preventing them from reaching the seniority
threshold required for empanelment to top posts.

Solutions: Align retirement rules to guarantee an equal number of
service years regardless of entry age, and treat all batchmates at par
after training by redesigning the civil list on egalitarian lines.

e Building a Trained Workforce for Elderly Care (Silver Economy)

@)

Demographic Shift: India's 60+ population is projected to rise from
149 million (2022) to 347 million by 2050 (20.8% of total
population). Currently, ~146 million unpaid, untrained family
members provide informal care, with an NSO survey showing
women spend 299 minutes/day on unpaid domestic/care work
compared to just 97 minutes for men.

Policy Initiatives & Way Forward: Union Budget 2026-27
announced training 1.5 lakh caregivers aligned to the National
Skills Qualifications Framework (NSQF), and NITI Aayog's August
2026 report ("Reimagining Care: Strategies for Empowering
Caregivers in Viksit Bharat@2047") recognised caregiving as a formal
economic activity. India must scale up models like Kerala's
Kudumbashree 'K4 Care' programme and ASHA worker geriatric
training (by NHSRC), integrate geriatric mental health
(Alzheimer's/Parkinson's), and operationalise the proposed
National Caregiver Council (NCC) to certify and regulate
caregivers.

4. Constitutional Provisions on Judicial Language & Anti-Defection Spirit
(Relevance: GS Paper II — Indian Constitution, Judiciary, Electoral Reforms)

o Language of the Judiciary (A Common Language for Justice)

o

Constitutional Mandate: Under Article 348(1)(a), until Parliament
provides otherwise by law, English is the authoritative language for
all proceedings in the Supreme Court and High Courts (reaffirmed
in Madhu Limaye v. Ved Murti, 1970).

High Court Exceptions: Under Article 348(2), a State Governor
(with prior consent of the President) can authorise Hindi or an
official state language for High Court proceedings (excluding



judgments/decrees). Under Section 7 of the Official Languages
Act, 1963, Governors (with Presidential consent) can authorise
regional languages/Hindi for High Court judgments accompanied by
an English translation (currently used in Rajasthan, UP, MP, and
Bihar).

Way Forward: Respecting separation of powers, courts cannot
mandate a constitutional amendment to replace English, nor should
one language replace another. Instead, accessibility should be
achieved via Al translation tools like SUVAS (Supreme Court
Vidhik Anuvaad Software), which translates judgments into 16
regional languages.

o By-elections & the Spirit of the Anti-Defection Law (Tenth Schedule)

o

Editorial analysis of recent by-elections in Tamil Nadu (Dharapuram
and Madurantakam) highlights a regressive trend where opposition
MLAs resign within months of an Assembly election, defect to the
ruling party, and contest the resulting by-polls on the ruling party's
ticket. This circumvents the Tenth Schedule (Anti-Defection Law)
and undermines the democratic mandate of the electorate.

e« Drought Management Framework

o

With Karnataka (35% rainfall deficit) and Andhra Pradesh (53%
deficit) facing severe drought linked to El Nino, the editorial urges
the Centre to promptly release National Disaster Response Fund
(NDRF) assistance upon verification by the Inter-Ministerial Central
Team (under the Manual for Drought Management, 2009), while
states must enforce micro-irrigation, groundwater sustainability,
and climate-resilient cropping patterns rather than relying on
ecologically imprudent river-interlinking projects.

e Science's Social Contract ("Citizen Science")

o

In the Science page article, Biju Dharmapalan argues that while
governments must not politically micromanage curiosity-driven
research, scientists must rebuild public trust by integrating
"Citizen Science" and traditional community ecological knowledge
(such as sacred groves and local germplasm conservation), modelled
on the EU's Horizon 2020 framework.
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