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1. Tamil Nadu Current Affairs

Vettri Payanam Scheme Expansion: Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay
launched the expanded free bus travel scheme for women and
transpersons at the Koyambedu terminus. Under the 'Vettri Payanam'
initiative, the coverage now
includes ordinary, express,
limited stop service (LSS), and
deluxe buses within cities and
towns, as well as ordinary
buses in mofussil areas and
ghat sections beyond 40 km.
The scheme is expected to
benefit 84.32 lakh passengers
daily.

13th-Century Chola
Inscription Discovered: An
archaeological stone inscription dating back to 1268 CE was found during
the desilting of the Nalla Thanneer Kulam in Medavakkam. The inscription
belongs to the reign of Telugu Chola king Vijaya Ganda Gopalan and
records the installation of a sluice by a merchant in the ancient
Monappakkam (now Medavakkam) lake.

Two-Language Policy Enforcement: The Tamil Nadu government
suspended an Assistant Executive Engineer and an Assistant Engineer for
utilizing unauthorized Hindi inscriptions on a signboard along the newly
inaugurated Nagercoil-Madurai State Highway (SH-93). Leaders
highlighted this as a violation of the state's core two-language policy.

2. National News, Environment & Science

Electoral Roll Deletions & Special Intensive Revision (SIR): Nationwide
protests erupted demanding the resignation of CEC Gyanesh Kumar over
the ECI's SIR exercise, which resulted in the deletion of approximately 13.4
crore electors across 30 States and UTs. The ECI has subsequently
directed booth-level officers to conduct door-to-door visits to re-enrol
eligible left-out voters using Form 6 within a month.

First Tiger in Buxa Reserve: A three-year-
old tigress named 'T138' was relocated from
Bihar's Valmiki Tiger Reserve and released
into West Bengal's Buxa Tiger Reserve. This
marks the beginning of a phased ecological
recovery project supported by the NTCA and
WII to reintroduce a self-sustaining tiger
population to the reserve, which had lost its
resident tigers.




Standardization of Ladakh Nomenclature: To
ensure accurate recognition and counter foreign
cartographic claims, the Government of India
officially standardized the names of 28 places
and geographical features in Ladakh on the
Survey of India map.
Sickle Cell Anaemia Severity Score: Scientists [ FNPSETRSErar P
at the CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular names to 28 Ladakh
Biology (CCMB) have developed a new India- places, move counters
specific disease severity score (ISS1 and F Chinese claims
[SS2) for sickle cell anaemia. This tool utilizes W1 $he region
clinical data from Indian children to provide
more accurate  disease  management |5
predictions than existing international s
scoring systems. ;
Supreme Court Plea on Vande Mataram: A
petition filed in the Supreme Court seeks to §
prevent the compulsory singing of the six- [
stanza version of Vande Mataram from
Bankim  Chandra  Chatterjee's  novel
Anandamath, arguing it promotes sectarian

Top court rejects plea against MHA clrcutar on

divisions. The plea requests that only the oo
original non-theistic two-stanza version be
recognized as the National Song.

3. Economy & International Relations

India-U.S. Trade Deal Status: U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson Greer
indicated that while negotiations for a bilateral trade deal with India are
in their final stages, an agreement is not "imminent".

G20 Trade Ministers Meet: Addressing the U.S. probe into global
structural excess capacity, Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal stated that
India's manufacturing sector serves domestic and global needs without
causing market-distorting excess capacity. He also affirmed India's strict
ban on the import of goods produced using forced labor.

GOBARdhan Scheme: The 237,33 1-crore scheme was formally launched
to drive a tenfold increase in compressed biogas (CBG) production by
processing agricultural residue and organic waste. The initiative aims to
replace 10 million tonnes of fossil fuels, save over 40,000 crore in imports,
and generate substantial organic manure for farmers.

4. Sports (Asian Games Highlights)

Historic Women's Hockey Gold: The Indian women's hockey team
defeated defending champion China 1-0 to win the Asian Games gold



medal after a 44-year wait (last won in 1982). This victory also secured
their direct qualification for the 2028 LA Olympics.

e Archery Milestone: The recurve team comprising Kumkum Mohod, Kirti,
and Ankita Bhakat won India's first-ever recurve team gold by defeating
South Korea 5-3, breaking a Korean winning streak that dated back to
1998.

« Boxing Golds: Indian boxers delivered a dominant performance, with
Lovlina Borgohain (735kg), Parveen Hooda (65kg), and Ankush Panghal
(80kg) all securing gold medals in their respective categories.

e Sailing Success: Tamil Nadu sailor Nethra Kumanan secured a bronze
medal in the women's dinghy event. Additionally, the duo of Harshita
Tomar and Shital Verma won bronze in the women's skiff sailing event.

5. Crucial Editorials for TNPSC Mains

1. Obstacle Race: ECI's Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
TNPSC Syllabus Mapping: General Studies Paper II (Polity) - Election
Commission of India, Electoral Reforms, and Democratic Rights.

Context: The Election Commission of India (ECI) recently conducted a Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) exercise to "clean" the electoral rolls, which has resulted
in nationwide protests demanding the resignation of the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC).

Key Analysis for Mains:

« Mass Disenfranchisement: The SIR exercise led to the deletion of nearly
13.4 crore electors across 30 States and Union Territories, representing
about 14% of the total electorate before the revision.

o Flawed Methodology: The exercise arbitrarily introduced a new exclusion
criterion called "logical discrepancies". The core issue is that the
enumeration process shifted the burden of proof onto the voters, meaning
many were deleted first and asked to verify their eligibility later.

o Procedural Violations: The ECI allegedly altered Form 6 without formal
amendments to the rules, asking applicants to prove if they or their
ancestors appeared on previous SIR rolls. In states like West Bengal,
centralized databases facilitated mass deletion requests (16.1 lakh
requests) even for electors previously cleared by judicial officers.

o Constitutional Concern: The editorial argues that this approach
fundamentally threatens the concept of "universal adult franchise" and



electoral democracy itself, as returning to the electoral rolls after deletion
is made deliberately onerous.
2. A Court Divided by its Own Architecture (Supreme Court Reforms)
TNPSC Syllabus Mapping: General Studies Paper II (Polity) - Indian Judiciary,
Supreme Court structure, and Constitutional Interpretation.

Context: A two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court delivered a split verdict
regarding the validity of the Chief Election Commissioner and other Election
Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023.
The division was not on the merits of the case, but on whether a two-judge bench
was competent to hear it.

Key Analysis for Mains:

o Article 145(3) Debate: This article prescribes that any case involving a
"substantial question of constitutional interpretation" must be decided by
a minimum of five judges (Constitution Bench). One judge argued the case
required a five-judge bench as it challenged a new statute, while the other
held that applying already established constitutional rules to a new statute
does not require a Constitution Bench.

e Structural Flaws in the Judiciary: The Supreme Court was originally
conceived as a constitutional court with a sanctioned strength of eight
judges who largely sat together. Today, with 38 judges, the court functions
mostly in panels of two and spends the majority of its time on special leave
petitions (acting as a court of appeal).

o Violation of Stare Decisis: The split verdict highlights a lack of
commitment to stare decisis (standing by things previously decided),
leading to inconsistent rulings where different benches speak in different
voices.

e Way Forward: The editorial points to the Law Commission's 229th report
(2009), which proposed establishing a permanent Constitution Bench in
Delhi and regional benches for ordinary appeals. Setting up transparent,
rule-based Constitution Benches is vital to prevent severe delays in
deciding the republic's gravest questions.

3. India's Model BIT a Decade Later
TNPSC Syllabus Mapping: General Studies Paper III (Indian Economy) - Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI), International Trade, and Bilateral Investment Treaties.

Context: The Union Budget 2025-26 announced a revamp of India's 2015 Model
Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) to make it more investor-friendly.

Key Analysis for Mains

o Evolution from 2015 Cautious Model: The 2015 Model BIT was highly
protective, drafted in response to the adverse White Industries arbitration
award. It strictly required foreign investors to exhaust all local judicial and



administrative remedies for at least five years before initiating
international treaty arbitration.

o Shift Towards Flexibility: Recent investment agreements signed by India
with the UAE and Israel demonstrate a shift in policy, reducing the
mandatory local remedy exhaustion period from five years to three years.

e Global Regime Changes: The new BIT model must align with global shifts
noted by UNCTAD and UNCITRAL, which now focus more on investment
facilitation, sustainable development, and dispute-prevention procedures
rather than traditional investor-state dispute settlements (ISDS).

o Strategic Recommendations:

o MFN Clause: If the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) provision is
included, its scope must be strictly defined to prevent investors from
"importing" favorable dispute-settlement rules from other treaties.

o State's Right to Regulate: The new model should clearly define
terms like "expropriation" and "fair and equitable treatment" to avoid
interpretative confusion, ensuring the state retains the right to
regulate for the public good.

o Investor Obligations: Borrowing from the India-Uzbekistan BIT,
the new model should expressly permit the state to assert
counterclaims against errant investors.

4. Rescue Act: Wildlife Conservation & Buxa Tiger Reserve
TNPSC Syllabus Mapping: General Studies Paper III (Environment) -
Biodiversity, Conservation Strategies, and Human-Wildlife Conflict.

Context: A royal Bengal tigress from Bihar was introduced into West Bengal's
Buxa Tiger Reserve, which had lost its tiger population.

Key Analysis for Mains:

« Reactive vs. Preventive Conservation: Historically (since 1973), India
practiced "preventive conservation" by protecting source populations, prey
bases, and corridors. The Buxa reintroduction represents a "reactive"
tradition (similar to Sariska and Panna), where the state intervenes heavily
only after tiger populations crash.

« Ecological Degradation in Buxa: The reserve suffers from habitat
fragmentation caused by tea estates, revenue villages, a railway line, and
commercial road traffic. Furthermore, the forest has turned into a dense
closed-canopy woodland, stifling grass growth and severely dwindling
herbivore (chital) prey density.

o Social & Rights Concerns: The editorial warns against Project Tiger's
problematic belief that core habitats must be entirely "inviolate". This
belief is often weaponized by the state machinery to override the forest
rights of Adivasis and local communities, disrupting their ecotourism
incomes.

e True Success Metric: Real conservation success is not just about tigers
breeding; it requires preventing ecological deterioration in advance and



actively involving local communities in decision-making and human-
wildlife conflict mitigation.
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2. 2 &5 BSloimGSleor &L emwiy FisSlapssiusear (A Court Divided by its Own
Architecture)
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BHludlser wie Gpomey etedTm @ BSHluslyb, abhsor@ou 2 crer
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Sirflwevenioliy Siwie| Ggemauilevemev 6r6srm) WHODIMH HHUSD s pdleor.
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Crrdems Hmiy edlhuy weoyssailGeuv@uw (special leave petitions / appeals)
@&ovell(h Smmiserr.

Stare Decisis Bpe»: &hs wrmul L oy, 'stare decisis' (abh&eorGoy (Wig.6)
@&awiu’_ L efleswhisefley Hlemeuwns Hbug) eTedim & L& &555055DE
orHline 2 orengl; SH6oMe RGICTIH Diwie|b e wrsifl Sioy
ouphiGb Frmm Hlemev 2 (Heum@Lb.

WeT@GoomeslE CFmId ol UL ReoaousSHT 229-6ug DiMEHens
(2009), ©@L6veSSlev cp HlIbsT SImHwevemwUY EFTFGT SiDFAD, WMHM
UPESGHHOHESE UlImbSHw SiwieysEHD SiowdHst  ulflbgienTsHeTeTs.
BT 1965T  (W&Swwoneor  CserallaEndE SiUy  oupbiGouslev 2 eirer
SMHSmS5H SMNieEs OevefliuemLwrer NSl emmserflesruig wmesr  (rule—
based) Sirflwevemioliy Siwiie)&HemeT Siemwliug) WIGeD SieuSwib.

3. 8hSwnallesr ySiw SaHSIUY (WSS [H RUUBSD (India's Model BIT a Decade Later)
TNPSC um_g 5" L. Sememniy: Qung Sidleysser Il (Gunmennamrid) — Sibblw G
ws6SE (FDI), FieuBsH& auisssb whmib SHSTUY (PEHeS_ ([ RUUHSHIGET.



Glereoremfl: 2025-26 wHSwW UL G 1960, SHSWNESST 2015-DpHD D, 60oTIq 65T
SmasTiy WS (B uubs (Model BIT) wedrwonsliflemw (WpsH6SL L momis onhdE
FNS&HWLNS WIHMIWenES (revamp) Sidledliy ©eueflwunSlueTeng).

Wsreomwsd Baiadssner uGliumiie):

e 2015 ®UUHBSST &[Homwwrer afiflser: 2015 Model BIT Geoueflbm (B
(PHESL_L_emiser Bg) & (1) GOLDWITEOT &L (K Uun(h &omer 555 8).
WP &6eS_Lnemiser Fieu@sHa m(Heul werms Sl (international arbitration) @& evev
HlomeidHmen, SieuisHeT (HODHSULFD 5 6UIHLIBISOHEE 2 6T oI
B &Hloesrpmser whHmib Hliiemss Sieysemer' uweTu®h&SHuSlmes Geuetor(hb
o165TD HL_LMmu 695 SHHsHSI-

o OBSlpayssciemw (Shift Towards Flexibility): &FBusSHled s&&SWw iy BrssD
wHmib  SevBrev  BIHsEHLST  SHSwnr  CuhOstaoL  (WHESL_(H
uUUbshGflL @Hs 2 oreopi  Sioybsner  &Tw  DeusnTED 5
oupLbIsefledl(phs 3 eEBLBISSES (GHonssUUL (B ShSwnedlesr
DIGD)(G (P EOD LOMMHOlL|6TETE).

o 2 ovsemmaliu wrhmkiser: ySw BIT pesronSlfl, UNCTAD whmib UNCITRAL-
8t HHGUTEmEW 2 _cvsenmeSiu  LIHOHIGEHEES abhmmHEUTL SHéHs
Geuevor (51b; 2_svasemelley umrbuflw ISDS—g2 (investor—state dispute settlement) &Sl
WS euEsd), Hlemevwneor evemidd wHMID &M SHUY (WeODEEHEHEEs
(dispute—prevention) i5l& (PEHSwWHGIeuD Seflss0uB Sns.

o epGBoumumu uflibgicoTsei:

o MFN &ll&): Most Favoured Nation (MFN) &Sl&l @&idsstiur_Lmev, 18 60T
CrnésssHoms (scope) Oseflouns eveomuenm O&lw  Geuesor(hib;
Sovemov@QWTDIeL (PSS _Lemiser whm  UUbSBIGeTley 2 erer
BhisOh&HEHE FngswIeoT clesemer Slev Camr eumiiyeiTeng).

o RUWEIGUBSHID 2 flemw (Right to Regulate): "Expropriation” wmmyb "fair and
equitable treatment" @umedTn euMiGomHHomeTsH OGoiflouns 6Slends
Gouetor(hd; DBUIECH WHSHET HOVEISHHETE DiTs ©O&T6EoT(HQIIHD
&L_(HUun(h &Somer UNGISNES (LG LD.

o (Ws6ES_Liemi SLomw&ser: ShHun—2_cvuslevgnesr BIT-emwis Gurev,
saum QFUD WsSL Lremiser Bg & earSHliGasmilecnsscmer
(counterclaims) @&M_r&&alqw 2 flemwenw SHsU g wicv Cgeflens
2 oirom_&& Geuetor(hd.

4. cuesrallovrbi@ uNgIsMIY WH Db udoor yedlasdr smiusb (Rescue Act)
TNPSC um_sSI’ L Someoniy: Qurg idleysser lll (&bHmis@E,wpev) — usvepulli,
unglsmiy 2_&&lseir whHmib wefls—eleoredlevri@ Gngev.



Slesreoremil: eSla@er Seveuns BM@& eurbisdSlesT uderom (Buxa) yeSlser sMIusSSlh@&
SamfleSImibg @ ©uetor 4eSl B (§ @& mesor(feurtuL_(H 6iToms.
Wsereomwsd Baiadssner uGliumiiey:

o s@BHUY vs erfliallemeon ungismiy (Reactive vs. Preventive Conservation): 1973-
Smpha SHHwn "sHOYD ungisTiY" (preventive conservation) (Y emME GmEIT
(yeSiseir, Seor wLHMID PGS hGemeT] ungsTIUg) UYleTubHMl EUHSSI.
P @Hs  udbeom IIMPsED U "erSliedlemeo  (reactive)
SDIE0)(& (P ODWINGLD; DiHneug) Ledlserfledr eretorenfléons (W (poowwns Sidibs
Sim@& D& BHL g & emen GuhHO\sTeTSIng).

o udoennaileh &HMIFGEe FrPle): SHss sMIUsSSlcv CaHullemevs B L mhiser,
epeumi Slymorkiser, Tuilev umTems WLHMID euelled Fremev’ Cund @G arss)
PpEWDHDT6L eueor eumpell b @U(BL6TE| Hletorlg &H&UUL_(HeTergl. Gy,
SN([H BT DILFHSIWMCT ITHIGEITTEL ePL UL L STev, b6 aueni&s semLul(h
sieur 2 csotenll Soonserflesr  (chital) eTeoramilBons  SUMUSTILISGS
& OMHGIOTOTG).

o seps wHPDID 2 floowd SlFFFemerser: UTEHSTSHSIUL L aueluE&S) (Core
habitats) (L (ReUGID "WITIHD HIcmWWE da L " (inviolate) eredrm Project Tiger—& 6ot
Slig eUNHLONDT 55816056085 & omeuhisd NwifléESns. SHs UNssH s
vwesTu(h 65 Sima SwibSITb vmHIEGLg uilen WHMID 2 6Tkl Weaeiflesr eueor
2 flemwasoments uduBsN(H, DeuisefledT (&Wev—&hHMmIeVT QLTSS
O5H&S5Ds).

o 2 acremwwneT EeubhM: 2 coremwwner ungsTIY OeubhmMl eredTugl LeSlserr
SeonEU(HEHSD O &ausI wL_(hwevey;  SFHMIF GOV FiGs1L_coL
(weireorsHmHE8e  HHUUG WLHMID 2 6Teehl WHHEMET IO  UTEHISTIY
W ahsGD FwemmsaileD, weflg-eucmiellevhiE Gurgsemeud
&oonUuslend Sellmwnst) ukiBGash&E O\FIIST(EGD.
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