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Tamil Nadu Current Affairs

Chennai Metro Phase II Inauguration: Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay inaugurated the Phase II network of
the Chennai Metro, specifically the 14.6 km Poonamallee-Vadapalani
stretch. This expands the Phase II operational network to 68 km.
Infrastructure Demands to the Centre: Chief Minister Vijay urged the
Union Government to sanction the inter-State Metro Rail link between
Hosur (Tamil Nadu) and Bommasandra (Karnataka). He also pushed for
high-speed rail corridors connecting Chennai to Kanyakumari and
Coimbatore, and prioritized the Godavari-Cauvery river interlinking
project for water equity.
Bioluminescence in Chennai:
An ethereal blue glow was
observed at Thiruvanmiyur and

Kovalam beaches. This
bioluminescence is caused by
Noctiluca scintillans, a

microscopic marine plankton. The
bloom is triggered by
environmental factors such as
high atmospheric temperatures
altering sea surface temperatures and increasing dissolved nutrients.
Vettri Payanam Thittam (Economic Impact): The state's expanded zero-
fare bus travel scheme for women is expected to cost an additional 31,600
crore annually, benefiting roughly 84 lakh women daily. Economists note
the need to evaluate the scheme's Social Return on Investment (SROI)
regarding women's employment and household income against the state's
fiscal deficit.

White Paper on AI & Workforce: A white paper released by Chief
Economic Advisor V. Anantha Nageswaran highlights that southern states
(averaging 30.9%) lead India in the quantity of employment exposed to
Artificial Intelligence, though not necessarily in quality.

Real Estate Growth: A Jones Lang LaSalle (JLL) report released at
CREDAI's STATECON 2026 conference revealed that Chennai accounts for
51.5% of Tamil Nadu's residential launches.

National Current Affairs

Protests Over Electoral Integrity: Massive protests erupted in New Delhi
demanding the resignation of Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar over alleged irregularities in the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of



electoral rolls. Over 13 crore names were reportedly excluded from draft
rolls.

Supreme Court on Right to Protest:
In response to mass detentions of IGR
protesters and journalists in Delhi, the
Supreme Court directed the Centre and
Delhi Police to halt illegal detentions
and ensure the free movement of
citizens. The Court reiterated that the
right to peaceful assembly is a
fundamental right under Article 19,
subject only to reasonable restrictions
for public order.

Manipur Violence: Renewed armed
conflict between the Kuki and Naga
communities in the Kamjong and
Kangpokpi districts resulted in nine
civilian deaths. Over 50 people have
died in Kuki-Naga clashes since
February.

Starlink Security Concerns: The Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Information Technology stated that India will not frame its security policy
under external pressure, citing defense and internal security concerns
regarding Elon Musk's Starlink satellite internet service.

Katchatheevu Issue Acknowledgment: Sri Lankan President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake publicly noted that the Indian Central Government
recently acknowledged before the Supreme Court that Katchatheevu
Island belongs to Sri Lanka, citing excellent bilateral relations.

There is right to protest but
should be within police act,
says Supreme Court

International Current Affairs

Nobel Peace Prize 2026: Awarded to South
African jurist Navi Pillay (of Indian Tamil = THENOBELPEACE PRIZE 2026
origin). She was honored for her lifelong work
defending international law, including her
contributions to the International Criminal
Tribunal for Rwanda (recognizing sexual
violence as acts of genocide) and her leadership
on the UN commission regarding the Occupied
Palestinian Territory.

Navanethem “Navi” Pillay

TRISHNA Satellite (Space Tech): ISRO and e e
the French space agency (CNES) are set to
launch the TRISHNA (Thermal InfraRed




Imaging Satellite for High-resolution Natural
Resource Assessment) satellite in the next 12-
16 months.

e« Russia-Ukraine Energy Truce: US President
Donald Trump announced an "energy ceasefire"
between Russia and Ukraine, though Ukraine

reported subsequent Russian drone strikes on a A

Kyiv power plant. » &iTE
« Middle East Escalation: Houthi rebels struck \ILL

the King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh, * TOLAUNCH NEXT YEAR

Saudi Arabia, killing 12 people, including one [ - oinmisontysrosnones

Indian citizen. S B o oot ke s Ay

* Key tool for agriculture, climate, and water management

Key Editorials & Policy Issues (For TNPSC Group
1 Mains)

1. International Relations & Awards: Nobel Peace Prize 2026

Editorial: Message of Peace

TNPSC Relevance: Current Affairs (Awards & Honours), International
Organizations.

o« The Awardee: The 2026 Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to South African
jurist Navi Pillay, who is of Indian Tamil origin.

« Key Contributions: She was recognized for her lifelong commitment to
defending international law. Her notable contributions include serving on
the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, where she co-authored a
landmark 1998 judgment recognizing rape and sexual violence as acts of
genocide. She also chaired the UN commission on the Occupied
Palestinian Territory.

o Significance: The editorial highlights that in a world witnessing severe
violations of sovereignty and territorial integrity (such as in Ukraine, Gaza,
and Lebanon), international law and institutions like the International
Criminal Court (ICC) are the only safeguards preventing a "Hobbesian
jungle" where powerful nations act with impunity.

2. Indian Polity: The Right to Protest vs. State Control (Article 19)
Editorials: Rights and wrongs & Barricades cannot silence the voice of democracy
TNPSC Relevance: Fundamental Rights (Part III of the Constitution), Supreme
Court Judgments.

o Constitutional Guarantee: The Constitution of India guarantees all
citizens the fundamental right to peaceful assembly and protest under
Article 19.



State Repression: The editorials strongly criticize the government and
Delhi Police for mass detentions of youth and student activists using
prohibitory orders under Section 163 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS) (which replaced Section 144 of the CrPC).

Judicial Precedents: The text recalls landmark Supreme Court
judgments—such as the Ramlila Maidan case (2012) and Mazdoor Kisan
Shakti Sangathan vs Union of India (2018)—which affirmed that peaceful
protest is a fundamental right and directed authorities to allow regulated
demonstrations at designated sites like Jantar Mantar. The editorial
argues that arbitrarily denying permission to protest hollows out India's
democratic republic.

3. Indian Polity: Election Commission & Electoral Reforms

Editorials: Changing the guard, confronting the democratic crisis & The need to
preserve the shine of Indian elections

TNPSC Relevance: Election Commission of India (Article 324), Anti-Defection
Law (10th Schedule), Democratic Institutions.

Erosion of Trust: Former officials and political commentators highlight a
growing trust deficit in the Election Commission of India (ECI). The
ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls has reportedly
excluded over 13 crore names, threatening the disenfranchisement of
vulnerable groups such as migrants, minorities, and women.

Systemic Threats: Beyond the current controversy, Indian elections face
deep structural threats. These include the massive influence of money
power (welfare cash transfers distorting the level playing field) and
deepfakes/Al disinformation.

The Anti-Defection Law Failure: The editorial points out that wholesale
defections continue to undermine people's mandates because politicians
exploit exceptions in the 10th Schedule.

Institutional Independence: The articles criticize the 2023 Act on the
appointment of Election Commissioners, which removed the Chief Justice
of India from the selection panel, thereby granting control to the executive
and weakening the ECI's independence.

4. Governance: 21 Years of the Right to Information (RTI) Act
Data Point / Opinion: The gaps in the implementation of the RTI Act
TNPSC Relevance: E-Governance, Transparency & Accountability, RTI Act

2005.

Completion of 21 Years: The RTI Act has completed 21 years,
empowering citizens to demand transparency.

Section 4 Non-Compliance: A critical aspect of the Act is Section 4(1)(b),
which mandates "suo motu" (voluntary) disclosure of 16 types of basic
information by public authorities on their websites.



Data Findings: According to the Central Information Commission (CIC)
annual report (2024-25), out of 2,303 registered Public Authorities (PAs),
only 62.7% submitted the mandatory third-party transparency audit
reports. Furthermore, over 50% of those submitted scored Grade C or
below (scoring under 80% in transparency).

Conclusion: Efficient implementation of Section 4 is essential. Proactive
disclosure reduces the need for citizens to file RTI applications, which
would significantly lower the massive backlog of pending requests at the
Information Commissions.

5. Internal Security & Law: The Need for UAPA Reform

Editorial: Why UAPA demands urgent reform

TNPSC Relevance: Internal Security, Judiciary, Article 21 (Protection of Life and
Personal Liberty).

Draconian Provisions: The Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) is
heavily criticized for its vague definitions, such as criminalizing
"membership" of unlawful organizations without clearly defining what
constitutes membership.

Bail as an Exception: The law makes getting bail nearly impossible,
requiring judges to deny it if a police chargesheet appears prima facie true.
This has resulted in activists, journalists, and scholars spending years in
jail without trial (e.g., Prof. G.N. Saibaba, who spent a decade in prison
before being acquitted, and Khurram Parvez).

Judicial Inconsistency: The editorial argues that the Supreme Court has
often overturned lower court attempts to narrow the scope of the UAPA.
This judge-centric approach and excessive deference to police narratives
have expanded state power, undermining civil liberties and the rule of law.
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