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1. Tamil Nadu State Affairs

TN Semiconductor Ecosystem Scheme 2026: Chief Minister C. Joseph
Vijay launched this scheme to establish Tamil Nadu as an advanced
electronics manufacturing hub. It operates under two categories: providing
additional financial incentives over the Centre’s Semicon 2.0/India Semi-
Mission, and supporting state-specific projects that fall outside the central
scheme.

New Full-Time Governor: Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar assumed office as the
full-time Governor of Tamil Nadu at Lok
Bhavan. He had been holding the
additional charge of the State since March
5 while serving as the Governor of
Keralam.

Economic Diplomacy: The TN Chief
Minister held talks with Singapore Deputy
PM Gan Kim Yong to strengthen economic
ties and attract investments. This
occurred during the unveiling of the Singapore-based CapitaLand Data
Centre Chennai 01 in Ambattur.

Northeast Monsoon Omnset: The Regional Meteorological Centre (RMC)
declared the onset of the Northeast monsoon five days earlier than its
normal arrival date.

National Affairs, Polity &
Governance

Converts To Non-Hindu

SC Verdict on Religious Conversion and

Quota Benefits (Article 16(4)): The
Supreme Court ruled that a Hindu
belonging to a Backward Class
(BC/MBC/SC) cannot claim the same
affirmative action benefits merely upon
converting to Islam or Christianity. The
court clarified that a Jamath conversion
certificate cannot conclusively determine
statutory = Backward Class  status.
Furthermore, under Article 341 and the
Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order,
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1950, a person professing a religion other than Hinduism, Sikhism, or
Buddhism ceases to possess SC status.

Special Summary Revision (SSR) 2027: The Election Commission of
India (ECI) announced the SSR of electoral rolls across 17 States and UTs
(including Tamil Nadu) to enroll new voters for the qualifying date of Jan
1, 2027. Unlike the controversial Special Intensive Revision (SIR),
applicants do not have to submit citizenship proofs. The ECI has also
capped the number of Form 7s (used for deletions) an individual can
submit to prevent bulk deletions.

Defence Acquisitions (Make in India): The Ministry of Defence signed
contracts worth 34,106 crore. This includes the GSAT-7C communication
satellite from NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) for the IAF, and Varunastra
heavy-weight torpedoes from Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) for the Navy.
Ladakh Statehood Talks: Talks between the Union Home Ministry and
Ladakh civil society groups (Leh Apex Body and Kargil Democratic
Alliance) remained inconclusive. The groups continue to demand
Statehood, inclusion in the Sixth Schedule, and a legislature under Article
371.

3. Economy & Foreign Trade

Merchandise Trade Data (September 2026): India’s merchandise
exports jumped 23.04% to $44.4 billion, driven by petroleum products,
electronics, and chemicals. The trade deficit narrowed to $30.21 billion
due to a steep decline in gold and silver imports.

Coal Bed Methane (CBM) Exploration: Essar Oil & Gas Ltd secured five
CBM blocks in West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, and Telangana, adding
1,281 sq. km to its acreage. India has an estimated CBM resource base of
2,600 billion cubic metres.

Oil Import Concentration: More than two-thirds of India's oil imports
now come from just three nations: Russia (44.3%), the UAE (17.4%), and
the USA (5.1%).

India-US Trade Deal: Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal stated that the
first tranche of the India-US trade deal has been "finalised" and awaits
legal vetting.

4. Science, Environment & Health

Agriculture Ministry's WINDS Project Delay: The Weather Information
Network and Data System (WINDS)—meant to provide hyper-local weather
data for the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY)—is running a
year behind schedule. Over 96% of the 50,500 planned automated rain
gauges and weather stations are yet to be installed due to land shortages
and the IMD's retrospective mandate to install sensors on the ground
rather than rooftops to ensure data accuracy.



Lancet Commission on Catastrophic Health Threats: A new Lancet
report identifies 17 interlinked catastrophic threats to global health
through 2100. Nuclear conflict and malicious Al usage were classified as
having "extinction potential" (Category 1). Category 2 threats include
obesity, air pollution, antimicrobial resistance, climate change, and
declining international health aid.

Socio-Economic Heart Disease Trends: A joint study by AIIMS and
Harvard revealed that Indians with a consistently high socio-economic
position face 1.8 times the odds of heart failure and 1.7 times the chances
of a heart attack compared to those facing sustained socio-economic
disadvantage, likely due to energy-dense diets and sedentary lifestyles.

S. Important Editorials (TNPSC Mains
Perspective)

1. Polity & Governance (TNPSC GS Paper 2)
Editorial: The debate over immunity to CEC, ECsc

Context: The Supreme Court has issued notices to the Centre regarding
a petition challenging Section 16 of the Chief Election Commissioner and
Other Election Commissioners Act, 2023. This section grants the CEC and
ECs lifelong immunity from civil or criminal proceedings for actions taken
in the discharge of official duties.

Key Arguments:

o Violation of Article 14: The
editorial argues that this blanket
immunity violates the "Equality
before the Law" principle.

o Comparison with Constitutional
Immunities: Under Article 361, |
the President and Governors enjoy
immunity from criminal
proceedings, but this is strictly a
colonial relic limited only to their
term of office. ,

o Lack of Precedent: No other %
independent  constitutional or | &
statutory authority—such as Supreme Court Judges the CAG
UPSC Chairpersons, or the Lokpal—enjoys such unconditional,
lifelong immunity.

TNPSC Perspective: You can use this editorial in Mains answers related
to the Independence of the Election Commission, Rule of Law, and the
limits of legislative privileges versus constitutional equality.




Editorial: Out of site - People's protests are meant to be seen and heard

e« Context: The Delhi Police denotified Jantar Mantar as a designated site
for public protests, citing Supreme Court directives and public
inconvenience.

e Key Arguments:

o Essence of Democracy: Street protests are the primary instrument
for marginalized groups who lack representation at decision-making
tables.

o Proximity to Power: Jantar Mantar is significant because it is close
to the Parliament and the President's Estate. Pushing protests to the
outskirts of a city is an attempt by the establishment to render
dissent "invisible".

e TNPSC Perspective: This can be cited in questions regarding
Fundamental Rights (Article 19 - Freedom of Speech and Assembly) and
the balance between public order and democratic dissent.

2. International Relations (TNPSC GS Paper 2)
Editorial: A contested UNSC seat poses a test for India

o Context: India is bidding for its 9th term as a non-permanent member of
the UN Security Council (UNSC) for the 2028-29 term. However it faces a
tough electoral contest against Tajikistan. :

e Key Arguments

o The Electoral Challenge: To win, India
needs at least 129 affirmative votes (two-
thirds) in the 193-member UN General
Assembly (UNGA).

o Global South Dynamics: There is a
growing push within the UNGA to elect
smaller nations (like Tajikistan) that have - EA
never held a council seat, rather than EAM Jaishanka'r Munches
repeatedly electing larger nations. India's Bid for 2028-2029

o Strategic Options: India has three [EEAECEENASIEIIE
choices: battle it out globally (which tests
its diplomatic clout), negotiate with Tajikistan to withdraw, or step
aside gracefully to return a year later with full consensus from the
Asia-Pacific group.

e TNPSC Perspective: Crucial for questions on India's role in the UN,
reforms in the UNSC, and India's claim as the leader of the Global South.

Editorial: Double standards - The U.S. must stop moralising to the Global South

o Context: The US President announced a deal to purchase Russian diesel
while simultaneously threatening to impose 100% tariffs on developing
nations (like India) for trading with Russia.



e Key Arguments

o

Western Hypocrisy: The editorial calls out the blatant double
standards of the US, which bends its own sanctions to manage
domestic fuel prices while pressuring emerging economies.

Failure of Sanctions: The sanctions intended to weaken Russia's
war machine have instead plunged European economies into crisis
and forced Russia to successfully pivot its trade to Asia.

o« TNPSC Perspective: Useful for analyzing the impact of Western sanctions
on India's energy security and India's stance on "Strategic Autonomy" in
foreign policy.

3. Economy & Agriculture (TNPSC GS Paper 3)
Editorial: 'Innovate today, nourish tomorrow' for food security

o Context: Written to mark World Food Day (Oct 16), the piece traces India's
journey from a food-scarce country to operating the world's largest food
safety net.

« Key Arguments
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Interventions: To combat climate change, shrinking landholdings,
and economic shocks, India must shift from mere food sufficiency to
nutritional security.

Global Partnerships: Agencies like the FAO, IFAD, and WFP are
assisting India with digital agriculture (advisory road maps), private
investment in small-scale farming, and innovations like "Grain
ATMs" to optimize the PDS system.

o« TNPSC Perspective: Highly relevant for Mains topics on Food Security in
India, the Public Distribution System (PDS), and the impact of climate
change on agriculture.

4. Social Justice & Society (TNPSC GS Paper 1 & 2)



Editorial: Advancing the women-led development model

o« Context: Discusses the paradigm shift required to achieve genuine
women's empowerment, moving away from treating women as passive
welfare recipients to active drivers of economic transformation.

e Key Arguments:

o

o

Compensatory vs. Distributive Justice: Welfare schemes and
anti-discrimination laws provide compensatory justice. However,
true empowerment requires distributive justice (as mandated by
Directive Principles Articles 38 and 39) to ensure equitable access
to economic resources.

Right to Property: Property provides social status and bargaining
power. The Hindu Succession Act (2005 amendment) gave
daughters equal coparcenary rights by birth.

The Way Forward: For a "Viksit Bharat," India must digitize land
records to make them gender-sensitive, simplify mutation
procedures, and eradicate the internalized patriarchal mindset that
prevents women from claiming their legal rights.

« TNPSC Perspective: A perfect framework for essays or Mains answers on
Women Empowerment, Gender Justice, and the implementation of the
Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP).
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