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I. International Relations & Global Geopolitics (GS-11)
U.S. Sanctions Waiver on Russian Crude Oil & India’s Energy Strategy

e U.S. President Donald Trump waived key provisions of the 'Lindsey O. Graham
Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act of 2026' (SRIA Act), which authorised punitive tariffs of
up to 100% on countries continuing to buy Russian oil.

« This waiver offers immense relief to Indian refiners, ensuring flexibility to purchase oil
from Moscow amid supply constraints triggered by the resurgence of the West Asia
conflict.

e The diplomatic exemption arrives
just before U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio’s visit to India,
facilitating smoother bilateral
trade discussions.

West Asia Conflict & Maritime
Chokepoints

e Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
reported that two oil tankers
caught fire after hitting naval
mines in the Strait of Hormuz.

« Shipping routes are increasingly
becoming instruments of
geopolitical leverage, with attacks intensifying across critical chokepoints like the Strait
of Hormuz and the Black Sea.

o For India, sustained disruptions and elevated crude prices increase the import bill,
weaken the rupee, and inflate domestic transport and manufacturing costs.

Sri Lanka’s Post-War Militarisation

e The Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka reported sustained militarisation in the
Tamil-majority Northern and Eastern provinces 17 years after the civil war ended.

e Issues include land appropriation, military involvement in civilian economic sectors like
agriculture and pre-school education, and the denial of access to traditional livelihoods.

e The Commission urged the government to expedite the return of military-occupied lands
and refrain from invoking national security as a blanket justification for land acquisition.

I1. National Polity, Governance & Judiciary (GS-11)

Supreme Court on Children’s Fundamental Right to Internet



Legal Framework of Overseas Citizen of India
(OCI) Cardholders

The Supreme Court ruled that children have
a fundamental right to access and use the

internet under Article 21 (Right to Life) and i
Acrticle 19(1)(a) (Freedom of Speech and mgm 10 ﬂcl:ess and use

Expression) of the Constitution. of internetis a

Justices J.B. Pardiwala and Vinod K. i

Chandran noted that blanket bans are ﬂmdamemal mgm 0'
disproportionate measures that push children every In(IIVI(IlIaI,

toward unregulated, unsafe websites. i i i =" = "
The Court advocated for intelligent mcludmg cnlmren

restraints, including parental consent, age- -Supreme Court

appropriate safeguards, and a dedicated of India

"child mode" on platforms, balancing safety
with freedom without defeating the
objectives of the POCSO Act.

The Foreigners Regional Registration Office 000
(FRRO) issued a "leave India notice" to actor and U.S. citizen Imran Khan under the
Immigration and Foreigners Act, 2025, for participating in a political protest in Mumbai.
Statutory Rights: OCI scheme allows eligible foreign nationals a lifelong, multiple-
entry visa and parity with NRIs in specific economic and educational fields, but it does
not confer Indian citizenship.

Political Restrictions: Under Section 7B of the Citizenship Act, OCI cardholders cannot
vote, contest elections, or hold constitutional offices. Furthermore, Article 19
fundamental rights (freedom of speech and assembly) are guaranteed only to citizens,
allowing the government to restrict OCI holders' political activities.

Electoral Roll Integrity & Special Intensive Revision (SIR)

Concerns over electoral roll manipulation emerged in Karnataka, where over 1.28 lakh
Form 7 applications (requests for voter deletion) were filed just before the enumeration
phase of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) began.

Over 35% of these requests were submitted by third parties, with 2,254 bulk applications
filed by just 112 objectors targeting specific constituencies like Belagavi North and
Bagalkot.

FSSAI Public Health Regulations

Infant Food: The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) proposed an
amendment to prohibit the addition of sucrose and fructose in food products intended for
infants up to six months of age to prevent early exposure to added sugars.

Pesticide Limits: FSSAI proposed establishing Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) for
the pesticides acetamiprid (20 mg/kg) and imidacloprid (50 mg/kg) in tea to ensure food
safety compliance and regulatory clarity.

I11. Tamil Nadu Administration & Infrastructure (GS-111)

Cauvery Delta Agriculture & Monsoon Dependency



e Due to a scanty Southwest monsoon and poor inflows from Karnataka, the Mettur Dam's
storage depleted rapidly, forcing Cauvery Delta farmers to rely entirely on the Northeast
monsoon for their Samba and Thaladi crops.

e Thousands of farmers in tail-end areas like Nagapattinam and Mayiladuthurai opted for
direct sowing due to delayed and insufficient canal water.

o Farmers are demanding drought relief and swift disbursement of crop insurance
compensation under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY), citing the
ineffectiveness of the current insurance structure.

Environmental Justice: Kodungaiyur Waste-to-Energy Plant

e The National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) registered a case over the proposed
2,100-tonne Waste-to-Energy (WTE)
incinerator in Kodungaiyur, North Chennai.

o Residents and researchers argue this
represents a class and caste dimension of
environmental injustice, as hazardous waste
management infrastructure is
disproportionately located in low-income
neighbourhoods with high Scheduled Caste
populations.

Rameswaram Airport Development

o The Tamil Nadu government applied to the Ministry of Civil Aviation for site clearance
to develop an airport at Manikaneri in Ramanathapuram district.
e The proposed airport, located roughly 120 km from Madurai, is designed to handle Code
C aircraft (like the Airbus A320) and aims to strengthen tourism and regional
connectivity.
Urban Infrastructure vs. Aesthetics

e The Greater Chennai Corporation (GCC) proposed two landscaping projects worth
%50.52 lakh along the Cooum riverfront near Napier Bridge.

o Elected representatives raised concerns that essential monsoon preparedness, such as
repairing stormwater drains (SWDs) in Kodambakkam and Nungambakkam, is being
sidelined for aesthetic projects amid inadequate funding allocations for civic
maintenance.

V. Science, Environment & Economy (GS-111)
Energy Storage Breakthrough at I1ISER

o Researchers at the Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER),
Thiruvananthapuram, developed a solid compound called magnesium
hydridomethylzincate that releases both hydrogen and methane when heated moderately
(80-110°C).

e This offers a highly promising alternative to transporting these fuel gases in compressed
forms, solving a major logistical hurdle in the transition to clean hydrogen energy.

Habitat Fragmentation & Canopy Bridges



Linear infrastructure like roads and railways severely fragments habitats for arboreal
(tree-dwelling) animals, leading to genetic isolation and population decline.

Successful conservation interventions include natural and artificial canopy bridges for the
endangered Western Hoolock Gibbon in Assam, the Lion-tailed Macaque in Valparai,
and braided rope bridges for the Giant Indian Squirrel in the Srivilliputhur Grizzled
Squirrel Sanctuary.

1. Economics: 2026 Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences

Source Article: "Putting people in economics” TNPSC Syllabus Relevance: GS Paper 111 -
Indian Economy (Inflation, Monetary Policy, Growth vs. Development)

Core Editorial Analysis:

The Laureates: The 2026 Economics Nobel was awarded to Robert E. Hall and Michael
Woodford for transforming macroeconomics by factoring in individual choices and
business behaviors.

Robert E. Hall's Theory
(Consumption Behavior): He
challenged the traditional mechanical
view of macroeconomics. His research
proved that households make
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TNPSC Background & Application:

Mains Connectivity: This concept is crucial for understanding the Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) Monetary Policy Framework. Woodford’s theory is the foundation of why
the RBI Governor issues detailed forward guidance and strives for transparency during
Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) announcements. By maintaining credibility, the
central bank manages the future expectations of businesses, thereby controlling inflation.



e Policy Formulation: Hall’s metric of "hand-to-mouth” households is vital for the
government when planning direct benefit transfers (DBTS) and fiscal stimulus packages
during crises.

2. Polity & Constitution: OCI Cardholders and Fundamental Rights

Source Article: "Why was actor Imran Khan asked to leave India?" TNPSC Syllabus
Relevance: GS Paper Il - Indian Constitution (Citizenship, Fundamental Rights, Statutory Laws)
Core Editorial Analysis:

e The Issue: Actor Imran Khan, a U.S. citizen and Overseas Citizen of India (OCI)
cardholder, was issued a "leave India notice™ by the Foreigners Regional Registration
Office (FRRO) under the Immigration and Foreigners Act, 2025, for participating in
political protests.

e Rights of OClIs: The OCI scheme (Section 7A of the Citizenship Act, 1955) grants a
lifelong visa and economic/educational parity with Non-Resident Indians (NRISs).
However, they are barred from political rights under Section 7B (cannot vote, contest
elections, or hold constitutional posts).

o Judicial Precedent: In 2020, the Calcutta High Court quashed a similar deportation
notice for a Polish student protesting the CAA, citing that while Article 19 (Freedom of
Speech and Assembly) is exclusive to citizens, the right to hold political views falls under
Article 21 (Right to Life and Personal Liberty), which applies to foreigners as well.
However, the new 2025 Act gives the government broader deportation powers.

TNPSC Background & Application:

e Prelims Fact: Fundamental Rights available only to citizens are Articles 15, 16, 19, 29,
and 30. Article 21 is available to both citizens and non-citizens.

e Mains Connectivity: This highlights the friction between statutory laws (Immigration
and Foreigners Act, 2025) and constitutional protections (Article 21), a highly probable
topic for questions evaluating the limits of state power over non-citizens.

3. International Relations: U.S.-Russia Energy Dynamics

Source Articles: "How does the U.S.-Russia diesel deal impact India?" & "Why have Central
banks around the world began hiking rates?" TNPSC Syllabus Relevance: GS Paper Il - India’s
Foreign Policy & International Relations; GS Paper 111 - Energy Security

Core Editorial Analysis:

e The SRIA Act & Tariff Waiver: The U.S. recently enacted the 'Lindsey O. Graham
Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act of 2026' (SRIA), threatening 100% tariffs on major
importers of Russian oil. However, U.S. President Donald Trump struck a deal to buy
Russian diesel and waived these punitive tariffs.

« Impact on India: India, a massive importer of Russian crude, gains immediate relief
from this waiver. The U.S. indulging in the same trade it seeks to penalize India for
complicates Washington's moral high ground. This waiver also removes a major hurdle in



the ongoing India-U.S. Free Trade Agreement talks, which were previously stalled by
forced labor investigations and excess capacity disputes.

Global Interest Rates: Central banks globally are struggling with a difficult trade-off:
cutting rates too soon could prolong inflation (driven by West Asian geopolitical tensions
and crude prices), while keeping them high could stall growth. U.S. Treasury yields are
rising due to heavy Al infrastructure investments and government borrowing.

TNPSC Background & Application:

Macroeconomic Impact: Rising U.S. Treasury yields attract global capital away from
emerging markets like India. Coupled with elevated crude oil prices, this exerts massive
pressure on the Indian Rupee, widening the Current Account Deficit (CAD) and leading
to imported inflation.

4. Modern Indian History: The Sikh Gurdwara Reform Movement

Source Article: "Teja Singh Samundri's legacy drives BJP's pro-Sikh push in Punjab™ TNPSC
Syllabus Relevance: GS Paper | - Modern Indian History (Freedom Struggle, Social Reform
Movements)

Core Editorial Analysis:

Historical Context: Teja Singh Samundri (died in 1926 in Lahore Central Jail) was a
pivotal architect of the Sikh Gurdwara reform movement and a co-founder of the
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC).
Key Movements: He actively participated in crucial historical agitations against British
interference in religious affairs:
o Chabian da Morcha (1921-22): Agitation to reclaim the keys to the Golden
Temple treasury.
o Guru ka Bagh Morcha (1922): Struggle for the control of the Ajnala gurdwara.
o Jaito da Morcha (1923): Protest against the British removal of Maharaja
Ripudaman Singh of Nabha.

TNPSC Background & Application:

Prelims Utility: Direct questions can be framed on matching the historical Morchas
(agitations) with their respective years and core issues.

Mains Connectivity: The Gurdwara Reform Movement (Akali Movement) is a classic
example of how regional religious reform movements integrated into the broader Indian
National Movement against British imperialism. The current political narrative attempts
to weave these regional sacrifices into the larger framework of Indian nationalism.
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@un(pemmaId (UesTeS& &, UssoTelwey G\&T6T6ns )

SHemeuwhisy UGUUMDIe):

o  Bmmued QeubdhuneTiser: Sirs G\&NeTens 2 (Haundssddlev Heollbul Csiie|ser
wHmIb euelles BHLalgsbomssellesr HTEssms lloTsSwshasns mmuil &.
ammeL  LHMID WHECH e SHCumil. RSCWIMHEEG 2026-P1b
,6001 (§ S&meor Gunpernsmr Gpmuey ufla: eumIBUIUL_(HeTerg).

o Ui’ &. apmedlesr Gasm_un(: & bukiseflesr msIe, (WigaseT (consumption
behavior) Sieuiseifledr eTHlifesmev eu(mpomeot erSliumitiysseflesr Digq tiuemL uNGeuGw
Sieow&HleTmeot eTedTUmS Hlem S smi. GFWINY Seveumbey SiBTHM_ ©1&F6V6) (&)
@B FbursléEd (hand—to—mouth) wésefleT msiemey L HGWL ereflsnessds
&Heflés (L.

o WHEBHNH ay_HBumirigesr Gsm_un@: aTHliisTevsmeHd &hSHSlev ©\&T6tor(h
Hlmieueomiusser Hlifeoruile@Gb ellemevaeflesr (sticky prices) iqUuemLull@ev@us
ueoreidab 2 (HaunSling erestucms HlemUlssm. CHomans8asibu ellemneusemer
2 | GGHLGT LIHMIGNE &Hlqend oresrusmev  olemevusser 'sticky' W&
SH& 6T 6o

TNPSC Slesreoremfl:

o ucreflwey @&meTemas (Monetary Policy): fleieh euhidl (RBI) soorgy miesonuds
@snerens iMeluyseflesr Guing GevefliusmL &g eiremwuL_6sr (transparency)
SpUuUsHEG D, o1 Sl &mev oudl&NL_(h &§6v& 6T QILDIHIG IS D(GHID
oL @Bumit’_1q 661 @asm”_un@L (P& &Hlwd SMTesTLom@Lb.

2. swSflwevemoii: OCl Si_eoLFMisEHd g lusoL 2 flemwsepib

ewoud &L (Hoor: "Why was actor Imran Khan asked to leave India? TNPSC um_& &I L ib: GS
Paper Il - @bSlw Sirflwevemoiiy (&lgflemw, SiqUuemL 2 flemwseir)

SHomouhis U@GUUMbIe):

o UGipdsomoor: (Woouwileyr BLIHS DrFwev Gumam'_ L SSlev ULKIBHDHMHSHENES
91 &686 GHKWwHEID OCl D6 SMIUHLNGT Hlg&Hl SDITET &Te)I& G,
'&9I6e| hHNIb GeueflbI e & L1b 2025'-86r &) ShSHlwremney 6l (h
@eueflGumionm FRRO Gmim_Lesiv DigoytiSlujerens.

o« OCl 2 flomwsdr: Guwfleows &L sSleor 7A Glflelledr & SouisEHeHE
oumpmner ollEr wHMID NRI-&EHEEG Semewnunest GUTIHEMTSNT/ &6



2 flemwser 2_oor (. eommev, Glfley 7B-& 6t ug. eundsefliush s GsiigeSev
Gum_iq B eusHGasT Sirdlwed 2 _flem SHlemL wing).

o BSSHImD WebronSHfl: 2020-Sev CAA-ayb@E orSlinsl Gummmqw 6(H
@eueflbm_ (5 wresreuflesr B &L &G60 GhIL_Lesmen &oveHEST 2 Wil BEIoesrmid
T658 QFLSH; ATFWL &HSHGISHHm6TES &My (HHEGSWD 2 flemw ereTus)
Sirflwevemwti§leor 21-6ug) Sliflex9 66t (eum(pd 2 flemiw) F)
@eueflBbM’_L euis@hé@GD OUIIHbHEHID oTeord Sivuellssgl. erefleob, ySHw
2025 &L Ib Sw&sHE do.(hH0v NS SMMIhISmeT QUphIESDE).

3. ueireom”_({ 2_ma|s6r: SEWwfbs—r6asw orfless allaismib

epovd &L_(hoom: "How does the U.S.—Russia diesel deal impact India? & "Why have Central
banks..." TNPSC um_&&I"_L b: GS Paper Il & lll - hHwneSlesr Geauefliymeyd O&meroms,
orflEs S ungismiy

SHoemeuwhsy UGUUMDIe):

o Siowflssrallesr S oL Hlemetun®: TegwnelSl b 6resor©lemri euNhIELD
BIh&EHESE 100% cweor Sunns oufl eSlflés@n 'SRIA & Lib 2026'-2
SOwflEsnr  Oasnahoubss. poomev, SHOUNEH TeFwre b LesFev
UNMMbIG S HESTEH ASul bl Sbs eufluGledmba 6levd @ ieflsglerermi.

o ShHHwunadbE abu@b sSTeEsD: SHH NMovdE, TEIW H&FET 6160TOl6wTemW
Flsd GnéHEGwS CFyb ShHlwrelb@Gl Qubbd HleunremronEbh. Gweyib,
ShHSwr-1Ewiflést &emL_ullevmeor &6emL WHM 6Ui&H&E0 Bud &ieuni & oma s 6iflev
(FTA) 8mbs (w&SWs seoL b Sgeormev Hausluerers.

o  QuUIEEREMISIT FRIMELEET: SiGIfl&H&ETeN6ST 1 69N&IGHIG6T WHMmID SHlemmBeaifl
eu(poumilser (Treasury vyields) SiSlasfloug 2 cvsemmeilw cYovsHcodHens
FFisSIng; & ShSw enumlledr wSHUOUE (GHOMSE., SBDEHGWLSE
@&ova & emear (imported inflation) Sil&iflés@Lb.

4. paier ShSHw aurevnm: FEHW GmmSoumn FiSHrsSs Swaesb

epovd &L_(Homr: "Teja Singh Samundri's legacy drives BJP's pro—Sikh push in Punjab" TNPSC
um_gSI°_L ib: GS Paper | — &shSHrts Gummm”_L b whHmib sFews FiSl(hdHs Swdshiser
SHomouhis U@GUUMbIe):

o aeumbmis Slesreotemfl: 1926-S6ev ounsali Hemmuilev = wilflpbs CHeom Hr
gwhsll, F&&Sw @udoumn FiSl sy Swessd wHmID HOGrmesrioew
GmSoumnm Slgubsd &I 1gemw (SGPC) 2 _meumsSlwdled (pwahHw Uk
1S58 6u1f.

o  (W&SWO Gumrm_Liuseir (Morchas): Spbi&lGevwwiiseflesr &oemevudi 1q & erHlrme
e ukiIBshm (W&&EWO Gumrm”_L_kiseir:



o &mfhwrest L Comidsm (1921-22): @QunbhBasmiley &(mey,ov Frelsemer
B & Gumrm’_L b.

o (&b &ITUITE CMiEET (1922): g6o1ov (&SN &L (HUUML_Lq HETeoT
@Gumrm’_L_ib.

o @B Lir Comi&sm (1923): IhTuNeSI6HT &MITERTeme) < bi&lGeuli&eir
usell s CFLSSMHE orSlTmeor Gumrm_L tb.

o TNPSC @smiy: SirmbSHu Siemedlevneot w&HEF FidHl(hdHs SWHSHRISET (i&ned]
SBwésb) eteueurm VIRl 19ee asiSlusSussSlnbeE aslmmer @hHw Cs&lw
BWssSHSIT @ UGSIWNS WIHlIET ISTUSDE & 1D (PEHSIW aurevTH M)
2 _SMI6soTDM(ELD.
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