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Tamil Nadu State News

Inter-State Water Management & Chennai's Drinking Water

e Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay met Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu to request additional water release for
Chennai's drinking water needs.

e Under a 1983 agreement, 15 tmc of Krishna river water must be supplied
annually to Chennai via the Telugu Ganga project.

e« Due to the El Nino effect, water levels in the Srisailam reservoir are low,
prompting the AP government to consider a proportionate release from the
Kandaleru and Somasila projects instead of the full quota.

e The leaders also discussed the Godavari-Cauvery river linking project.

Power Demand Surge & High-Cost Purchases

e« A prolonged summer induced by El Nifio increased Tamil Nadu's peak
power demand by 30%, from 16,000 MW to 21,000 MW.

e Energy Minister C.T.R. Nirmal Kumar stated that the Tamil Nadu Power
Distribution Corporation Limited (TNPDCL) is purchasing gas power at
over 330 per unit to manage evening peak hours and prevent unscheduled
outages.

o« This emergency purchase was necessitated by a 1,850 MW output
reduction from the Neyveli Lignite Corporation (NLC) and poor wind power
generation.

Pallikaranai Marshland Buffer Zone Reduction

e The Tamil Nadu State Wetland Authority (TNSWA) reduced the buffer zone
(Zone of Influence) around the Pallikaranai marshland from 8,397 acres
(identified by the National Green Tribunal) to just 316 acres.

e PMK president Anbumani Ramadoss criticized this rapid reduction,
alleging it was done to protect the financial interests of private
construction companies.

Science & Agriculture: Seaweed-Integrated Shrimp Farming

e The ICAR-Central Institute of Brackishwater Aquaculture (CIBA) in
Chennai developed an eco-friendly polyculture system integrating Pacific
white shrimp (Penaeus vannamei with high-value seaweeds (Gracilaria
salicornia and Gracilaria edulis).

e This method reduces feed costs, improves water quality by absorbing
excess nutrients, and provides farmers with additional income from
seaweed harvests.



National News & Polity
BIMSTEC Home Ministers Meeting & Security

e India hosted the first-ever meeting of Home Ministers from the BIMSTEC
(Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation) nations.

e The grouping adopted the "Delhi Declaration" to counter radicalization,
violent extremism, cross-border terrorism,
and terror financing.

e Union Home Minister Amit Shah IGR

emphasized coordination against drug India hosts first BIMSTEC
Home Ministers’ meeting

to strengthen regional security

syndicates, cybercrime, and the misuse of
cryptocurrency and the dark web.
Delhi Electoral Rolls Controversy (SIR)

e An analysis of Delhi's draft electoral rolls
during the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
revealed that the Election Commission's
ERONET software  disproportionately
flagged Muslims for "logical
discrepancies".

e While Muslims form 13.6% of the draft
roll, they accounted for 20.3% of those
flagged for logical discrepancies and 30%
of those flagged for family-size indicators.

o Opposition leaders, led by Rahul Gandhi, and civil society groups like the
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) held massive protests against this alleged
voter suppression, leading to widespread police detentions at Jantar
Mantar.

Supreme Court on Preventive Detention & Protests

o Following the police crackdown on SIR protesters, the Supreme Court held
an extraordinary hearing, directing the government to halt illegal
detentions and allow peaceful assemblies.

o Constitutional Context: Article 22 provides safeguards against arbitrary
preventive detention, requiring an Advisory Board review for detentions
exceeding three months. Section 163 of the BNSS (formerly Section 144
CrPC) allows Executive Magistrates to issue prohibitory orders, but the
Court reiterated these must only be used in emergencies, not to suppress
democratic dissent.



UPI Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) Postponement

e The National Payments Corporation
of India (NPCI) postponed the rollout
of a 0.4% MDR on UPI transactions
exceeding 2,000 to a date
"immediately after Deepavali".

e This delay followed appeals from the What Happened?
Confederation of All India Traders
(CAIT), arguing the fee would burden
MSMEs during the peak festive
season.

PFAS Contamination in Indian Water
Sources

NPCI has postponed the rollout of
Merchant Discount Rate (MDR)

charges on select Person-to-
Merchant (P2M) UPI transactions
until after Diwali.

o India's conventional water treatment
plants are failing to remove
Polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS),
known as "forever chemicals".

e The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) classifies specific
PFAS (like PFOA) as carcinogenic.

e India currently has no specific drinking-water limit for PFAS under the IS
10500-2012 standard, though the Bureau of Indian Standards is
reviewing this.

International News
India-China Dispute Over Ladakh Standardizations

e China's Foreign Ministry objected to India's Survey of India standardizing
names for 28 geographical features in Ladakh, claiming the Union
Territory was "illegally established" by India in 2019.



e The Ministry of External Affairs strictly rejected these claims, asserting
that the UT of Ladakh is an "integral and inalienable" part of India and
that cartographic naming facilitates accurate public recognition.
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1. Economy: Spiralling Food Prices & Inflation
Context: Retail inflation has spiked, severely impacting rural households.
TNPSC Background & Analysis:

e Headline CPI: Retail inflation (Consumer Price Index) reached 5.54%, a
nearly two-year high, staying above the RBI’s 4% target for the fourth
consecutive month.

e« Rural Impact: The impact is severe in rural India, where food inflation
touched 8.06% driven by the prices of onion, garlic, and ginger. El Nino-
related risks, deficient monsoons, and unusually high temperatures are
major contributing factors.

e Monetary Policy Response: To control this, the RBI's Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) raised the repo rate by 25 basis points to 6.50% in
October, ending a pause that began in February 2023.

« External Factors (Imported Inflation): High crude oil prices ($116.09 a
barrel) and the ongoing geopolitical conflicts in West Asia are causing
imported inflation. Furthermore, Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) pulled
out a record %3.08 trillion ($32.73 billion) from Indian equities, putting
immense pressure on the Rupee, which depreciated by about 7% against
the dollar.

2. Environment & Ecology: Green Crackers vs. Air Pollution



Context: The debate on whether "green crackers" are a viable solution to Delhi's
severe winter air pollution.
TNPSC Background & Analysis:

Legal Precedent: In the 2018 Arjun Gopal vs Union of India judgment, the
Supreme Court banned joined firecrackers and allowed only reduced-
emission "green crackers" with a two-hour bursting window.
CSIR-NEERI's Role: Green crackers were promoted by the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research-National Environmental Engineering
Research Institute (CSIR-NEERI), promising a 45%-60% cut in Particulate
Matter (PM) emissions.

The Reality (Pyrrhic Green): The editorial argues that green crackers are
a "pyrrhic green" (a victory won at too great a cost). When burst in large
numbers, the emission savings evaporate. This is compounded by
enforcement issues, fake QR codes, and other winter pollution sources like
stubble burning, vehicular emissions, and cold stagnant air.

3. Health & Social Issues: Overtreatment and Overmedication in India
Context: India is facing a dual healthcare crisis: undertreatment for the poor
and severe overtreatment/overmedication for the affordable class.

TNPSC Background & Analysis:

The Issue: Excessive testing, false-positive results, and 'polypharmacy’
(where one-third of older adults take five or more prescribed medicines)
are becoming rampant.

Driving Factors: The commercialization of healthcare (fee-for-service
model), the fragmentation of medical care (over-reliance on
superspecialists instead of general family physicians), and 'defensive
medicine' (doctors prescribing extra tests to avoid missing rare diagnoses)
are the main drivers.

Way Forward: The author suggests India should adopt principles from the
global "Choosing Wisely" movement. The Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) and medical societies must develop India-specific lists of
low-value tests and treatments. Rebuilding a strong primary care system
with general physicians acting as the first point of contact is crucial.

4. International Relations: India-U.S. Ties and American Unilateralism
Context: Recent US actions threaten the stability of the India-US strategic
partnership.

TNPSC Background & Analysis:

Visa & Labor Issues: The U.S. suspended the Permanent Labour
Certification (PERM) program for eight global IT companies, including
Infosys, TCS, and Wipro, which heavily impacts Indian tech professionals
(who account for over 70% of approved H-1B petitions).



Trade Frictions: India holds a trade surplus of $33.8 billion with the US
(out of $140 billion bilateral trade). Tensions exist because the US wants
access to India's dairy and agriculture sectors, and opposes India's
continuous import of Russian oil.

Defense & Tech Deficits: Despite defense agreements and the launch of
iCET (Initiative on Critical and Emerging Technology) and the TRUST
Initiative, meaningful co-production is lagging. For instance, prolonged
delays in the US supplying GE F404 engines for India's Tejas fighter
aircraft highlight the risks of supply-chain vulnerability. The editorial
warns that relations must be built on mutual respect, not unilateral
imposition.

5. Economy: 2026 Nobel Prize in Economics (Macroeconomic Stabilization)
Context: The Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences (Nobel Prize) 2026
was awarded to Robert E. Hall and Michael Woodford.

TNPSC Background & Analysis:

Their Contribution: They were awarded for their work on the
"microeconomic foundations of macroeconomic stabilisation".

Key Concepts: Woodford developed a practical 'New Keynesian' model
linking consumer spending, inflation, and economic activity. The model
incorporates "sticky prices"—the concept that firms do not immediately
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consumption patterns reflect people's expectations of future earnings.

e Application: Their work proves that central banks (like the RBI) must
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affect today's inflation and economic stability.

6. Polity & Social Justice: Legal Aid for Undertrial Prisoners

Context: The systemic delays in providing free legal aid to undertrials in India.

TNPSC Background & Analysis:

e The Data: India ranks fourth globally in the share of undertrials, with

more than 75% of its prison population awaiting trial.



Economic Cost of Detention: A study of a legal aid program in
Maharashtra showed that participants spent an average of 171 days in jail
before getting legal help. This pre-trial detention causes massive wage
losses for marginalized groups (casual wage workers), pushing their
families deeper into poverty.

Solution: The National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) was created
under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987, to provide free legal aid.
The data proves that providing this legal aid immediately at the time of
arrest drastically improves bail success rates (from around 6% to over
61%), thereby reducing prison overcrowding and saving public funds.
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@&weL(P MO UMSIEED.

Hobscoserr: $140 Slevedlwesr SHSTUY aVisHE5HSH S0, SibSwm $33.8 SleveSlwedt
aisss 2 ulfleow (trade surplus) emeusgieireng. SphSlwnedledsr umev WHMID
adeusFmusd Hloomd@GHoT Hieoww Siewfléssr Cslugihb, ShHwnr OSMiiHs
TepWredlL b &&&T 61600TOl600Nl GUMThIEIGID FlescvHEemer 2 (HoundSlijeTors.
iICET whmib TRUST Sl L biseir Spbsnopd, Cgsemeiv ellwnensSliasner GE
F404 @eorehledt slomemr sHMmosbd Ppoug Gumed ungismiy @& mMdlevEIL U
uflrbhmriisefley Hléscvser 2 eirereor.

5. @ungpemsmib: 2026 @urmemEnrdgidbasncor Gpmucy ufls

Slesreoremfl: 2026 b Dpevorig H&TeoT GUIEHeTIEGTT Gmmusy ufle: mnuil &.
ammev WHMID mWEGHM e sHGumil B&SCWNHEEG QPHISUUL L &)

TNPSC @oliuyser: GuwsGrm  etaeombdles  Hlemeviulh &sedlesr  mieoremflw
@ummemmSTT DigUuemL &@H&H&ns (Microeconomic foundations of macroeconomic
stabilisation) SeuisEndHE ufls Seflssiu_Lg. o sHGumigesr  'Hluy,
@s&Wleor&lwest (New Keynesian) oo msi@eumi G&eveSleoimisserr, uesoredasid
wHMID EUIIHETTHTT HL CIGHOHBHmT BenconsbSlng. &g "sticky prices"
6T H(HH0E cowWLNGHS O&naoTL g (C5emey wrMleomend HlmicueoIThi&6T
2 | eongwns ellemevemi wihHmieiSlevemev).

WSS gioub: wHS euhiSlseflesT AMleNtyserT wasefleT erSlifumitiye emert
unliusey, WSS eutiSlserflesr HIbUSSSHTem WIGBD (WEHESIWD eTeor SiHs
WlI6Y S0 MISIDSG!.

6. Fews B alFmencnid cnsSsEhdbancT &L 2 56l



Slesrooremfl: oNlgmromeids cmaSleEhd@ (undertrials) Sovens &L 2 ol
SleoL_tiuSlev 2_eirerr HNDSGID.

TNPSC @dliyser: SpHlwnelleyr &Hleomulleh o eirereuisefley 75% Gui
oNlEMTomeTd m&HHIHOT Dpeall. IDSEMIMEGIQT DpliieSledTuly, cmsSHlaer Sevens
&L 2 s Qumieusnh& (weory srmefluns 171 pm’_ser Fleomullev 2 _eirereot.
Sspomev  SHlotbsaed  Osmdlevreriser  iSls  eupLIT  Slicou
&1 58 &l 661m 60T

Siey: NALSA (&1L U uesfl&eir <, 6m60018@E (1R &L b, 1987) epeuld Seveus &L L
2 5 emag QFwwiu’_L 2 1 GeorGw SleoL_&simev, semBest @umib eumiiiy 6%—
o SpHsl 61% P& ASlsfuBsn(H, CungsF OFeellemiser WwhHmIb Femm
@nflEemeuyd &oemméaeutb.
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